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Introduction

For many, esgcially Bible Students, the books of history in the Bible are the favorite for reading
and study. We can in some way identify with the storyline or at least understand the story. For
me the account of Joshua is a great storyline, but in studying theH®yeks so much more for

us. The Biblical book of Joshua continues the story of Israel from the wilderness wandering into
possession of the Promised Land. It is the story of a former slave people divided into many
tribes, living in tents, becoming a peopleng in houses and growing crops of their own. But

that is just the surface story, there is a great deal revealed about God and His provision and
protection of he people in the book of Joshitais incumbent on a good Bible student to study
through tke book, not just read the story. That is the quest of this study, to see God and learn
about Him and His people. We also seek to recognize the principles God presented to the
Israelites and adapt the universal principles to our own world and society.

Author

The author if the book of Joshua is greatly debated among Old Testament scholars. As with most
these debates the sides of the debate fall along the same as the liberal and conservative sides.
While the book of Joshua does not specifically state whatitter is, there are a number of
Ahintso within the text concerning the author
that would | believe should lead us to conclude the author of the book of Joshua is Joshua

himself with some edits and minor atilchs made by Eleazar the High Prié$t. Joshua 5:1 the

aut hor uses fAwed (NIV) or in 5:6 the use of
events recorded in the book. We also see in the text very clear and precise descriptions of events
andlocations that would indicate the author was a participant. Early authorship (conservative

view) seems to be required by the text itself. The author states that Rehab was alive at the time of
writing (6:5), the Jebusites still occupied Jerusalem (15tB8)names of several Canaanite

cities still had old historical names and not the names we see later in Scripture (15:9,13). Sidon

had not yet been conquered by Tyre, which occurred in th€&atury BCE. (13: #) The
Philistineshadnot yet become theational enemy as we see later. The conservative approach is
supported further by passages which indicate
of Godo. (24:26) . It is clear however that po
J 0 s hdeathd (24:280, 15:1314)2

The liberal scholastic approach is that the book was written much latter, perhaps as late as the
Babylonian Exile. This approach holds that the book was written during the exile to remind the
people of their history, or pesbs even teach them of their history.

1 Walvoord, John F., and Roy B. Zuck, Dallas Theological Semidig.Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures
Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985.
2 Ibid
2| Page ©2017Dr. Rich Schnieders,
Friendship Grace Brethren Church, Inc.



Date

With significant portions of the book of Josh
the writing of the book is tied to the date of the events. This then makes it important to date the
events in orderat establish the date of the writing. It should be noted that dating the Exodus from
Egypt and the conquest of the Promised Land is a disputed item, even among conservative
scholars. The dating of the conquest within the conservative camp range ffaentiy BCE

to the 18 century BCE. We have to rely on verses such as:

1 Kings 6:1 (ESV)

1 In thefour hundred and eightieth year after the people of Israel came out of

thelandofEgypt i n t he fourth year of Sol omonés
month of 4¥, which is the second month, he began to build the house of the
LORD.

Here we see that the Israelites left Egypt 480 years beford tyemad of King Solomon, which is
dated as 966 BCE. This places the exodus at 1446 BCE and with 40 years wondeeng in th
wilderness places the beginning of the conquest at 1406BG&hua 14:10 tells us the conquest
lasted 7 years meaning the conquest was basically complete by 1399BCE. It is believed that the
book was completedtthis time.

Historical Context

Before wecan begin a thorough verse by verse study of the book of Joshua we first need to
understand a little of the historical context of the book. In the first five book of the English Old
Testament, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Number and Deuteronomy, the Bdbbses, Moses

teaches the wandering tent dwelling Israelites, who they are and where they came from. Moses
provides an overview of earthoés history and a
opening books, Moses presents the framework ofdligious laws, civil laws and

organizational laws to be followed in the new society in the Promised Land. The book of Joshua
continues the historical accouny presentinghe conquest and settlement of the Promised Land.

Joshua had the difficult task lefading the Chosen People in the middle of one of the greatest
paradigm shift any people group had ever been through. Joshua had to lead the people through
the process of becoming permanent dwellers in their own God given land and no longer nomadic
tent dvellers who were former slaves and children of sla¥és had to lead them into becoming

a united people and not a group of loosely related tribes. The conquest of the Promised Land
would be a long series of military campaigns against someestlblishd fortified cities.

Joshua was responsible for encouraging the people God gave him, who were all born during the
wilderness journey, and leading them in following God, through what seemed like impossible
odds. So, Joshua had to be a great military leagettual adviser, counselor, and civil ruler. He

8 Whitcomb, John C Grace Eblogical Seminary, Chart of Old Testament and Propkitsona Lake, In BMH Books 1968
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had to daall this and much more in this great paradigm shift.
Theological Context

J. Vernon McGee states i mthéBoskofiGEresisdsuaglwast he B
born. In the Book of Exodusiael was chosen. In the Book of Numbers the nation was proven.

In the Book ofLeviticus,it was brought nigh by the blood. Deuteronomyit was instructed.

Now in the Book of Jos hu*8McGeegodsarctessy thatdhe book ct a
ofJoshua Acompletes the redemption of Israel t
Joshua as a continuation of the redemptive st
Godbés covenant relationship with His chosen p

The theologicaimportance of the book of Joshua cannot be overstated. By bringing the people

out of Egyptian slavery and into the Promised Land, God was fulfilling a promise made to

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He was also fulfilling a prophecy made by Joseph near thesend o

life. (Gen 50:2226) In giving the Promised Land to Israel God was also establishing a special
relationship between Israel and God that cent
covenant was specia that it tied the obedience of the péoto their possession of the

Promised LandObedience would result in continued possession of the land, while disobedience
would result in loss of the land. Both possession and loss of the land involves God keeping His
covenant or contract with the peepif Israel.

The book of Joshua then is thecount of théransitionof the children of slavesondering in

the wilderness to an organized fighting force to home owners and farmers. It also involves the
transition from people surrounded by the false ggdsgyptto the chosen people of the one true
God, YHWH. Weseeseveral occasions in the book where God orchestrated events such that the
children of Israel could only depend on God and not themselves. God was establishing the
relationship with the peoplend showing them they could depend on God, alw#yis.book is

all about the Egyptian slaves becoming the people of Israel, the chosen people of God.

Biography of Joshua

We are first introduced to Joshlog Moses after the Children of Israel exit Egyybses

specifically selects Joshua; whose original name was Hoshiea one of the 12 spies. (Num
13:8,16)Hos hea means fAsalvationo while Joshua mea
wanted to make sure the people recognized that it was not Moseshaadvho saved the people

but it was God Himself.

Early in the trip from Egypt to the Promised Land, Moses selected 12 men, one from each tribe
to spy out the land. One of those men was Joshua. But notice what Moses records in verse 16, his
name was origally Hoshea, but Moses called him JoshHda.was of the tribe of Ephraim and

4J. Vernon McGeeThru the Bible Commentarfistory of Israel (Joshua/Judges)ectronic ed., vol. 10 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), ix.
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was born while the Israelites were still in Egypt. Making him one ofaskdtmen to leave
Egypt and actually enter the promised Land. The other being Caleb with whom Jasftera is
linked.

Joshua early on became a military leader and close associate of Moses. {Ex) 1W®& also

know that Joshua went part way up Mount Sinai with Moses when Moses received the 10
CommandmentsHx 32:17) We know that Joshua was also appoirigdsod, along with

Eleazar and an officer from each tribe to apportion the Promised Land to each tribe (Num 34:17).
God Himself commissions Joshua (Deut 31:14, 23). Moses commissions him as well. (Deut
31:7-8)

Commentary

Our exegetical study of the book Joshua will be divideth logical sections according the
following outline from the Evangelical Commentary on the Bible:

I. The Conquest of the Landi(12)
A. Preparations {B)
B. The Central Campaigni(8)
C. The Southern Campaign (10)
D. The Northen Campaign (11i115)
E. The Continued Conquest (11i P3)
F. The Conquered Kings (12)
[I. The Division of the Land (121)
A. Unconquered Peoples (187)
B. The TransJordanian Inheritances (1333)
C. The Canaanite Inheritancesi{19)
D. The Sacred Imeritances (2(21)
lll. Life in the Land (2224)
A. Covenant Faithfulness (22)
B. Reaffirmation of the Covenant (2824:27)
C. Three Burials (24:283)

While we will be working our way through the book of Joshua verse by verse we will utilize
this outine break up the text into sections.

5 Walter A. Elwell,EvangelicalCommentary on the Bihleol. 3, Baker Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1995), Jos
1:1.
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|. The Conquest of the Landi(12)

A. Preparations {15)

Chapterl

1:1-9

In the very beginning of the Book God establishes His chosen leadership for the people

of Israel. Moses is now dead and God calls on the man Maskesentored and trained

for leadershipGod is clear in His instructions to JostiiNow therefore arise, go over

this Jordan, you and all this people, into the land that | am givartem, to the people

oflsraeb. Camped on t he Hivarsttvassadwdee toocfosstherverJd or d o
and take possession of the Promised Land. Joshua had been appointed the leader of the
people who were in transition from being loose group of 12 nomadic tribes into a unified
people with dwellings and cropSodrem nded Joshwua that fevery
your foot will tread upon | have given you
The conquest of the Promised Land is more the about the faith of Joshua and the people

than it is their military poweor abilities.

Notice in verse 4 the extent of the LTS OF SRAELT SETTLEWENT AND THE S
Promised Land: #Afr -8
this Lebanon as far as the great river
Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites to tF
Great Sea toward the going down of the
s u N\ile this was the area of thenth
promised by God, it has never yet been
possessed bigrael. The closest that Israel
came was under the rule of David and
Solomon.

and

In verse 5 we see God tell Joshua tieat

wi || be protected |
shall stand before
that He would be with Joshua just like He

KENITES
...... o MOAB
Kirhasesetn

was with Moses. Joshua had witnessed

God protect and provide for Moses in ,
Miraculous ways as they wandered in the R
Wilderness. . L5

In verse$-9 God continues His challenge of Joshua begun in veSecbcommands

Joshato be faithful always, in every way, all the time, to the direction God give to him.

God calls him to be st ¥7pThereisaxddectcannectiong e o u s
between the reality that God will always be with Joshua and the commandua bgsh

God to be strong and courageous. With God providing and protecting Jeshaoald be
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unafraid and strong in the power of God. That is who and how God called Joshua to lead
the people of Israel.

1:10-11

Joshua wastes no time in being obedient tatimmand of God and assumes command

of the people of Israel on the East side of the Jordon. He tells the leadétsi@pribes

to make preparations for in three days they will cross over the Jordon to take possession
of thePromised Land

1:12-18

Josh@a moves on to give specific instructions to tive and half tribes who had already
settled on the east side of Jorddbhe men of these tribesere toleave theiflocks and

families in the land east of the Jordamdcross the Jordon with the rest of feople of

Israel and fight in the conque3tey already had their land and homes settled but

because of their common covenant with the Lord they were required to work with the rest
of the tribes tdake possession of the rest of the Promised Land.

The people of the Tribe of Reuben, Gad and one half of the tribe of Manasseh agreed
they would obey the commands of Joshua asditethe commands of Moses (1They

also pray that God would be with Joshua as He was with MbBissstatement by the

two and lalf tribesinitiates one of the primary themes seen in the book of Joshua and that
i's Godos pr es en cveaysithe bobk ofl Jeshua s the dodumentatiamoy
the transformation of the Hebrew slaves into the people of Israel, their possésk®mn o

land and their covenant with God which makes them His chosen people. Cénéer to
message of the book is God and His presefiiss;are and love for His chosen people.

So,focused on the covenant with Gadd following God, at least at this stagehe

conquest, the people even vowed to execute those who do not follow the commands of
Joshua. As they stood on the east shore of the Jordon River the entire nation was focused
on taking the Promised Land. Theyleaderso r ec
and that following him meant they were following God.

We see in the last phrase of the last verse of chaphbat the people of thisvo and half

tribes to the East of the Jordon tsdbscribed to the instructions given Mgsesto

Joshua at thend of Deuteronomy. (Deut 31:€}0d also told Joshua at his

commissioning to be strong and courageous (Deut 31:23, Josh 1:6). Now here in 1:18 the
people also buy into idea of following God and standing strong and courageous in the
face of what the worltias to throw at them. A lesson that is good for the church in the

21% century to learn as well.

Chapter 2
2:1-2
Chapter 1 closes with the Hebrews on the East side of the Jordopraparingto cross
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the Jordon and approach Jericho. The Hebrews hachitted to following Jdsua as

they had followed Moses; they even agreed that failure to be obedient would be a capital
offense.In preparing to take Jericho Joshua sends two spies over the Jordon and into
Jericho to spy out t daveryimpodant msdion torithes ndwa nd o .
army leader to launch. Joshua himself had been a spy many years earlier and had
experienced the work of a spy for his people. He recognized the importance of

intelligence gatheringh being able to plan an attack dretcity.

The spies entered the city and looked for a way to be inconspicuous while in the city.
While they attempted to beconspicuoushey were not successful. They were
discovered by men of the city who reported to the king that they were there.

Wed not know much olewekaok ahe was a prostgutepwhat we Wh i
do not know is what type of prostitute she wase B ay have been a cultic religious

prostitute which was very common in the cultures of the region. Cultic religious

prostitues were not viewed as women of ill repute, but actually viewed as productive
members of society. If in fact Rahab was a cultic prostitute it would explain why the

spies went to her house. She would have had more information and more intelligence to
share \ith the spies about what was going on in the €tfycoursejt could also be that

the spies went to her house because as a prostitute without high standing in the city she
would have been ignored by the general population giving the spies more alghtiéo

intel.

2:3-7

With men having told the king of Jericho that Rahab had the spies in her house the king
sent a message to Rahab that forced her to
chosen people&She chose to lie to the king to protect the sp&he hid the spies and then

gave the impression she did not know where they were fBhenthen gave some

mi sdirection to the kingds men and told th
the gate, while thehid on the roofJames 2:25 commendsab for her faith and not

for her lie. That is a common misbelief that God commends sinful behavior that
ultimately furthers His plan. Rahab had f a
that that James commends her.

Thek i nmged kft the citymmediately looking for the spies, but gave up the search
assuming the spies were long gofikee soldiers took Rahab at her word and did not

perform a search of her property. This may give some indication of her status as a
respected member of the sociatya temple prostitute. The closing detail of verse 7

reflects that the gates were closed and the spies appeared to have been trapped in the city.

2:8-11

These verses seem to serve as the climax to the pe(magsage)This section is often
describedaa Rahabds s tlhappearsahattthe bldbresdadia heputation that
proceeded them to Jericho. Rehab recounted what the people of Jericho had heard about

8| Page ©2017Dr. Rich Schnieders,
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the Hebrews and more importantly about the God of the Hebfdeseople of Jericho

and he region had heard about the Hebrews crossing the Red Sea on dry ground. They
had heard of the kings that opposed the Hebrews east of the Jordon. The news of the
actions of the Hebrews caused the people of Jericho and the region to be afraid and were
demaalized. The people of Jericho felt defeated before the Hebrews even crossed the
river.

Look specifically at what Rahab confessed to the sBies.specifically stated that they
heard how the Lord had dried up eéerhamewat er
s M(yhwh) inispeaking of the actions of God. This is actually a remarkable statement

given the polytheisnof the Canaanites. This fact is even more remarkable if Rahab was a
cultic temple prostitutédNVe need to be careftd not read too mucimto her confession to

the spies as a conversion from polytheism to Hebrew monotheism. She confessed what
she had knowledge of at the tinghe was inthe middle of thgrocess of conversionn

verse 11 Rahab continues her confession, acknowledging th@twh) isisupreme over

t he Canaaniteds gods andJame:25mcorfisahatt sover e
Rahab was justified through her faith in God and demonstrated such by protecting the
spies and looking towards the Hebrews and the Gduedflebrews for protection.

2:12-21

Following her confession to the spi@&ahab requesfsom the spies the protection of her
family and herself. She recognized teae had defied the king of Jericho and was now in
need of protectiorThe spies agreed fwotect Rahab provided that she remained quiet
and did nogive them up to the king.

The spies, having been locked into the city when the gate was closed escaped out of a

window in the city wall in Rehabs6s ehouse.
intelligence on the procedures of the king
wait three days. After thregayst he ki ngds men wi || give up a

and the spies will be free to return Joshua and the main camp of the Helinsnsas

valuable informatioi or t he spies and reinforced Rahat
Hebrews against her own peopd¢med with the new information the spies gave Rahab

the signal for her protection when the assault on the city would take plaesignal was

a scarlet cord in the window she let them davinich would alert the Hebrews that the

people coming out should be protected by the HebrBuisonly if they came out the

same window, not going out to the street. In otherds,there could b not deviation

from the signal and plan. If they went into the street their death would be on their own

hands and not the Hebrewshe spies also tolRahab thaif she violated their

confidence the deal was off and there would be no protection for her éamily.

We see in this section the cooperation between the spies and Rahab. She was actively
providing intelligence information to the spies for safe passage for her family and herself.
It is safe to say that she recognized that(yhwh) was @vereign and much more

powerful than the Canaanite gods. In recognizing this and acting upon it Rahab cemented
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herself in history and into the family tree of the eventual mes3@atish tradition holds

that at some point Rahab married Joshua himselfshavadition also teaches that she
was one of the most beautiful women in history and every ruler in the region had spent
time with her prior to the fall of Jericho.

2:22-24
The spies complied with Rahaboés dscapedct i on
the search of the kingbs men. The two spie

to JoshuaUnlike the report from the majority of the spies that went into the Promised

Land forty years earliethese spies recognized that God had alreadggnghem victory

in the land. They were confident that they could take the land in the power of God. They

were impressed by the characterization that Rahab had given that the people melt away at
the thought of the Hebr ewsemaonsiraedtconfelencéenbr e wo
their sovereign God.

Chapter 3
31

Chaptertwo is a parenthetical section placed in between chapter and three. In 1:11
Joshua had ordered the people to prepare to cross the Jordon in three days. Then in
chaptertwo we have e account of Rahab and the splaschapter three we go back to
preparation to cross the Jordon.

After receiving the intelligence report from the spis wereteaming with confidence

that God had given the land to thelnshua takes another step iegaring for conquest;

he moves the people to the east bank of the Jordon River. There he waited for the people
to be all assembled and ready for the next step.

We know from 3:15 that the JamddtfoodsiRgever wa
This was a normal occurrence in the Spring when the snow melt from Mt Herman and

spring rains overflowed the Jordarhis presergd Joshua with additional obstacles and
complications. Prudent military tactics would dictdtatcrossing the swollen river be

conducted at a different time of the year or in a different location. But God brought them

to the location at this time for a purpose. God still was bringing the people to believe that

they would win because of His power and not their own might.

We should addo the complications that apparently Joshua was led by God to bring the
Hebrews to a location toross the river that was in full view of the Canaanite spiesre

may have been places to cross which were less visible and sefgi® cross, but God

brought them here to cros&gain, to demonstrate that the taking of the Promised Land

was going to occur in Godos time and Godos

3:2-6
Command Staff went through the camp to give instructions on when to mowhand
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to remain static. The signal to the people was the movement of the Ark of the Covenant,
perhaps the most important artifact in possession of the HebAévesn the Hebrews saw

the Ark move they were to gap and follow it. This is a departure from thwllar of fire

and cloud they had followed previously. Also, included in the instructions from the
Command Staff to the peopleerespecial instructions concernitigeir respect for the

Ark.

Notice that it was not the military that was to lead the Hebmeteghe Promised Land, it

was the Priests carrying the Ark. Sound human military tactics would dictate that scouts

and other Military units would go first. These units would pave the way for the larger

troop invasion who would pave the way for the peopleBut i n Goddés pl an i
Priests and the most important artifact they had to lead the way. The Ark, in many ways,
symbolized God Himself, so the Ark going first demonstrated to the people that God was
leading in the conquest of the Promised Land.

The instructions to the people were that they were to maintain a separation of 2,000
cubits or about 3,000 fedghod was reinforcing with the people respect for the Ark and
therefor respect for God Himself. The Ark was not a casual piece of furniture ocaréven
It was a symbol and representation of God Himself and the Hebrews would not be
allowed to be in a simple casual relationship with Gdtey were to respect God, and
demonstrate a level of reverence for Him. This reality was demonstrated through the
mandatory separation of 2,000 cubits.

The2,000cubitdistance also afforded the greatest number of people the ability to see the
ark. If there was no separation it would be seen by the few immediately around the ark.
By mandating th@,000cubit separatiao thousands could see the AAls God led them

into the Promised Land more people could see and follow Him, represented by the ark.

The next part of the instructiomgas aimed at the spiritual preparation of the people prior

to experiencing the workof God Joshua told the people to i
because tomorrow they would witness wonders completed by God. Notice the command

was not to sharpen their swords or to make sure all of your equipment was in order. The
command was not a military commalndt a spiritual command so that they were

prepared to see God work throughthdhh e | dea here of Aconsecr a
make pureto be set apart. Joshua was telling the people to make themselves ready to see

God do a wondrous work in their dsit We see this same command given by Moses to

the people arounkllit Sainiwhen they were about to receive the law. (Ex 193D

Notonly were the Hebrewstiei c onsecr at edo or prepared for
were to expect God do a mighty miradkart of making themselves ready was to expect
Godds miracl es.

Then Joshua told the Priests to take up the Ark and pass in front of the people. The priests
comply with the order and passed in frohthe peopleGod was insuring that the
transitonfromM s es t o Joshua was complete and the
chosen man to lead the Hebrews into the Promised Land. God was establishing and
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solidifying Joshuabés | eadership and the re
commands. It was importafdr the Hebrews to see the man that God had chosen for
leadership actually lead while serving God.

3:7-13

We see in this section of text God telling Joshua that today God was going to elevate

Joshua in front of the people. God was establishing the draldeand authority of

Joshua over the people and as Goddés repres
establish Godds choosing and blessing Josh
God had parted the Red Sea for Moses? The river wouldartatmtil, by faith the feet of

the Priests actually entered the water. God did not demonstrate His power until Joshua

The Peoples Around the Promised Land

(cf. Ex. 34:1017; Deut. 20:17; Josh. 3:10; 9:1; 24:11)

1. AMALEKITES  The descendants of Amalek, the firstborn of Esau (Gen. 36:12), who dwelt S of Palestine in the Negev.

2. AMMONITES  The descendants of Ammon, the grandson of Lot by his youngest daughter (G&)).vif8o lived E of the Jordan
and N of Moab.

3. AMORITES A general term for the inhabitants of the Land, but especially for the descendants of Canaan who inh
country on both sides of the Jordan.

4. CANAANITES  Broadly speakingthese are the descendants of Canaan, son of Ham, son of Noah (cf. Geén8)parkd incl
many of the other groups named here.

5. EDOMITES The descendants of Esau who settled SE of Palestine (cf. Gen. 25:30) in the land of Seir.

6. GEBALITES People of the ancient seaport later known as Byblos, about 20 mi. N of modern Beirut (Josh. 13:5).
7. GESHURITES  The inhabitants of Geshur, E of the Jordan and to the S of Syria (Josh. 12:5).

8. GIBEONITES  The inhabitants of Gibeon and surroundanga (Josh. 9:17).

9. GIRGASHITES A tribe descended from Canaan, which was included among the general population of the Land wit
geographical identity.

10. GIRZITES An obscure group which lived in the NW part of the Negev, beforeviteey destroyed by David (1 Sam. 27:8,

11 HITTITES Immigrants from the Hittite Empire (in the region of Syria) to the central region of the Land (cf. Gen. 23|
11:3).

12.  HIVITES Descendants of Canaan who lived in the northern reathbks Land.

13. HORITES Ancient residents of Edom from an unknown origi

14.  JEBUSITES Descendants of Canaan who dwelt in the hill country around Jerusalem (cf. Gen. 15:21; Ex. 3:8).
15.  KENITES A Midianite tribe that originally dwelt in the Gulf of Agabah region (1 Sam. 27:10).
16. MOABITES The descendants of Moab, the grandson of Lot by his eldest daughter (Gen. 19:37), who lived E of the Dg

17.  PERIZZITES People includedraong the general population of the Land who do not trace their lineage to Canaan. Their ¢
is uncertain.

and the Priests demonstrated their faith and confidence in God. Once fafth was
demonstrated the river parted and the Hebrews couss o dry ground.

6 MacArthur, John, Jr., edhe MacArthur Study Bibl€lectronic ed. Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997.
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Joshua reiterated to the people the promise from God to drive out @htiaanites and
other peoplefrom the land giving it to the Hebrews. This is a major part of the
command from God that became a problem for Israel. They weeentave all the people
from the land so that those people would not draw them away from following God. But
Israel did not follow this command completely.

Notice in this passage what the key to victory was. It was not the military might of Joshua
and the Hetews. It was not their overwhelming force and power. It was the promise of
the Living God who was among them, who promised to remove the occupants before
them. Throughout theevenyearconquest period this became a reminder of what they
were doing; they wre following God who would keep His promise.

3:14-17

As soon as the feet of the Priests touched the water the river was stopped and the ground
dried allowing the Hebrews to pass. Fromlleginning,God provided save passage for
the people and He contied as they crossed the river.

Joshua gives us some additional information in the text. It was not just the Jordon River
that was stopped but all the other rivers and creeks that entered the Jordon were also
stopped. Not right where they crossed but axiprately 16 miles north of the crossing
point. So,for 16 miles or more the river dried up. This wide area provided for a quicker
crossing for the Hebrevand F T e
theirflocks. (4:10). The Priests y
stood in the water holding the : J ; ;
ark until all the people and = 3
flocks had crossed, so the more  « . =1
crossing at the same time the
better.

o

Those who want to discount

Godbés perfor ma

point to occasions when the

Jordon River was stopped for

hours at a time due to

earthquakes in this location. B,
While it is true thatGod could oy - ) =K
have used an earthquake to T mmmonmeomon  hd M AP,
disrupt the flow of the river that | < >
does not make it any less a
miracle. It is clear that the water
stopped when God wanteda, - 3
when it was at the height of the = R s S ——
flood stage and well over its banks and when it WEhI fiyy the people to cross. While

7 Copyright 2009 Logos Bible Software
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an earthquake on Dec8th 1267 and July 11, 1927 are well documented, it does not make
what happened the moment the priestbs feet
people at the exact right time.

The text provides amy clues as to why we should view this as a miracle:

It was predicted 3:13;15

The timing was right when needed 3:15

The river was at flood stage 3:15

The wall of water held for hours, maybe an entire day 3:16
The west river bottom became instantly dry73:1

6. The returned as soon as the people exited 4:18

abrwnNpeE

Clearly God performed a miracle as only God can do. The result of the metietted

Godds provision and the establishment of J
following God into the Promised Land.land given to the Hebrew$his crossing on

dry ground provided by God also locked the Hebrews into the land and the conquest.

They were now committed; no longer could they return to the other side. This crossing
provides a picture for the follower of Jasu their passing from one stage in their life to

the next through faith and obedience.

Chapter 4

4:1-7

When the entire nation had passed over the dry Jordon River a memorial was to be built.
Twelve men had already been chosen (3:123ke a stone frorthe river bed for one of

two memorials built to remind the people of the crossing. The first memorial was to be of
river stones, taken from where the Priests stood and carried with them to their camp site
in Gilgal. Gilgal was approximately 1.5 miles fralaricho. The memorial was to serve

as an illustration to their children, reminding them of what God had done for them that
day.

God frequently brings us through something that will long serve as a reminder of His care
and love for us. We should celebr#tese things in our life as individuals, families and
churches.

4:8-10

In this passage, we see Joshua set up another memorial, which was actually in the high
water of the Jordon, at the crossing. The text tells us that those stones weve there

daythe text of Joshua was written. This second memorial was placed as another reminder
of how God provided for them and where He provided it.

We should see also in this text that the men commanded by Joshua did immediately what
they had been commanded to @ibey had just observed a mighty miracle like their
parents no doubt had told them about at th
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experience. They were excited and ready to do anything and everything commanded.

What we donoét cemmandifrom Godhte Josheaxcdncerniag ttee second

memorial, actwually in the river. This seco
initiative, or he chose to not record Godbéd
4:11-18

This paragraph almost seems to be an editcoilmment in the text. Everyone had

crossed, including the soldiers from the Trdosdon tribes, the half tribe of Manasseh,

the tribe of Gad and the tribe of Reuben. These two and half tribes had settled on the East
side of the Jordon River but were cogtipd by God to fight wittand forthe rest of the

people. These men, not hampered with family, flocks and goods led the procession across
the river. Omwe all crossed, the priests came out of the water and the river again began to
flow. (4:18) One can onlynagine what the Israelites on the West Bank were thinking

when the water began flowing again. Or what the men from the two and half Trans

Jordon tribes thought about their people on the east bank, now cut off from them
concerned for the safety of théamilies

This crossing was the totality of the Hebrew people with the exception of women and
children of the two and half trasd®rdon tribes. We know from Numbers 26:7,18,34 that
the military age male population of those tribes was 136,930. These 40Jd@9s did

not even represent oitleird of the adult male population.

The result of this mighty miracle from God was Joshua was established as the God
fearing and God following leader of the people. He was established and everyone was
ready to follow.God had successfully established Joshua judedsad Moses decades
before.

4:19-24

We are given specific timing dfie completion of the crossing. On thé"Iy of the

first month of the year. This is the month Abib which was the name used forsthe fir

month of the year prior to the Babylonian exile. This month corresponds to our
March/April time frame. The Hebrews setup camp at Gilgal, about one and half miles
from JerichoThis is teir first camp on the west bank of the Jordon. There Joshua
remindal the people what the memorial stone meant how they were to teach from the
memorial. We are not given a description of the memorial but it may have been in a circle
rather than a toweasGi | g a l means fAcircl eo.

When, in years to come, children ask aktbetstone memorial they should be prepared

to reflect on the provision of God. How God had protected them and provided for them to
cross on dry ground. Much like the Lord provided for Moses and the people in crossing
the Red Seaodnow provided for the pople to crosthe Jordon Rivein the same

manner.

The final verse of this passage reminds us that all of Scripture is to be used by us in
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telling of the work of God. The account of Joshua and crossing of the river is to be used
by people all over the wial to demonstrate the work of God for His people. It is what we
as followers of Jesus are to teach.

Chapter 5
5:1

The effect of the miracle of drying up the river spread to the leaderstiip pdgan
inhabitants of the Promised Land. They feared what ik&al done and what would
become of them because of the power of Qb text describes theirspir as fAt hei r

heart melted and there was no | onger any s
The reputation of Joshua and the Hebrews and theip@um#eded Joshua and his troops
after the miracle. This miracle set the st
5:2-7

What occurs in this passage is diametrically oppasitmnventional military wisdom. It
also must have appeared to be coupteductive tahe mission that God had given
Joshua. Apparently during the wilderness wondering circumdcigdrbeen neglected so
the males under 40, which also was the age of the fighting men, had not been
circumcisedGod ordered Joshua to make flimikes and to circumcise every male
under 40.

We should recognize the juxtaposition between Joshua and the Hebrews, along with their
God being feared by the people of Canaan with the men of Israel being sidelined for days
healing from circumcisionGod ordkred Joshua to completely immobilizis entire army

just when the enemy feared them most. Why would God do this? | think the answer to
this question goes back to a central theme for the entire Hebrew Scriptures (Old
Testament ) ; God o sratidhdrom thingssuecleannd t he sepa

The covenant between God and the Hebrews had as a sign the circumcision of all males.
The covenant between God and the Hebrews implied the holiness of God and demanded
the holiness of the peopl eopleandireywer batled ws we
to be different tha the other people of the worltihe separation of holy and unholy,

clean and unclean. Since the people neglected the sign of the covenant for many years
was nav time to again reinstitute the symbol of theantract with GodSo,important

was the principle of the separation of clean and unclean and the holiness of God that God
used this time to emphasielt was more important than the physical pain and fighting
ability of Jos hua inportancenognaliness thdn Hp loascoe s mor e
anything else, even the apparent physical security of His people. But as a sovereign God
who already had a plan for the defehflericho and the Canaanites He led the Hebrews

in returning to the principle of holineasd their covenant with Him.

5:8-9

This paragraph is significantly important in the flow of the text. God explains to Joshua
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why it was importanfor Joshua to circumcise all the men under 40, despite the apparent
security risk.God told Joshua that thugh the circumcision He had removed the reproach

of Egypt from themScholars have given 3 different views concerning the understanding

of the Areproach of Egypto. The Evangelica
as:

fi(1) that the Egyptians pracéd circumcision and the lack of the rite was disgraceful in
Egyptian eyes; (2) that | srael dés failure t
failure began in Egypt; or (3) that it marked the end of Egyptian borifdgseems to

me that the bestaytoviewt he fir eproach of Egypto is the
because they were not separated or different from the Egyptians; they were not in keeping
with the covenant between God and the Hebrews. By circumcising the men 40 and under

the Hebrewsvere again submitting themselves to the covenant and becoming a people

made holyby God; a covenant people.

The final phrase of verse 9 is a little difficult to explain as well. The place where the
Hebrews were encamped and where the circumcision waspedavas called Gilgal.

As we saw earlier AGilgal 0o means #dAcircleo
circumcisionof the men, that this place was called Gil&a,what is the correlation

between the name and the circumcision of the n@lgal in Hebrew. . (glgl)us very

similar to the word. . (glgl) or Galgal which means rolling. As God said in verse 9 He
Arol |l ed awayo t Ismelwoalgintheayeals folloWingEegngnmber this

place as the place they returned bedience to God and returned to a covenant

relationship with God. Bot hofffi@ricavendne 6 and 0
relationship with God.
5:10-12

Not only did God have Joshua circumcise the riEnalso had them return to a

celebration of th&assover. Again, this was not in keeping with sound military
procedureSound procedure does not inadUdthving a celebration when access is first
gained to enemy territorye are given some very important facts in these versegeNot
that since they we in the West Bank of the Jordon River they began to eat the produce
of the land and the manna ceased being supplied. Since they were now in the land they
would eat from the landhis begins the association of the land with the people. From the
very begnning in the Promised Land it was part of their existence.

The Hebrews celebrated APassovero just bef
reason unleavened bread was used to celebrate because it reminded the Hebrews that they
left in a hurry withoutitme to let the bread risBuring the wilderness wandering they

did not celebrate the Passover. A careful
instructions were for the feasts whenytlp@ssessed the Promised Land. Now that they

8 Walter A. Elwell, Evangelical Commentary on the Bipl@l. 3, Baker Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
1995), Jos 5:2.
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had begun the conquestd were consuming produce from the land it was time to
remember how God freed them.

5:1315

We have in our text here the intersection of the spiritual world and the physical world.

Joshua observed what he perceived @aad standing there with a swomd his hand.

Not able to identify thigimard and on what side of the upcoming military conflict he

would be on, Joshums ked t he fAmano fAare you for wus or
this Amanodo was that He was t hé&orfleCtommander
understand this passage, we must first det
being referenced.

The phrase ACommander of the Army of the L
the Old Testament. It does appear one other timainaldflormin Exodus 12:41 where it
speaks of #dAal |l tTheEngishmorccasmy befre istthie Elebrievo word o .

« - (4 §dsedin multiple ways in Scripture. It may be a reference to the army of Israel

being prepared for action against Jevieimd the Canaanites. Thigplication of this

wordwould meat hat t hi s fimand would be assuming c
been preparing for battle. There is no indication in the text that this was the caset

(sb UiA also used in the OldeBtament to speak of heavenly or spiritual hosts, a

reference to angels. More than 250 times in the Hebrew Scriptures this word is used in
reference t o,sdretenesvenrstary. Buhe usd here does not seem to be
areference to physical stabut to the angels of the army of God. This seems like the

most appropriate interpretation of this phrase.

With the identification of the army being angele must now identify who the

commander of the army i8ll we have to do to figure this out is kook at the very next

ver se. I n verse 15 we see Joshuédenthew befor
Aimand told Joshua to take off his sandal s
This is much like what Moses experienced in Exodus63No plae in Scripture do we

see someone commanded to worship or take off their sandals except before God. God

alone is worthy of worship. The placdere Joshua stood was holy because it was where

God was standing. Clearly this is God standing before Joshugu€ksgon now remains

is this God the Father, a theophany, or a preincarnate Jesus, a Christépbranje

text, we have no way to determine if this was God the Father or the preincarnate Jesus.

We must rely on other Biblical text to inform us. John-18ltalks abouthe coming of

the Word, Jesus, who has made known the Father. The Apostle Paul in Colossians 2:9
tells us that fAall the fullness of God dwe
conclude that one of the roles of Jesus is to reprdsemtiine Godhead in bodily form.

If this applies to prior to His incarnation, then it would be clear that this passage in

Joshua is a reference to the preincarnate Jesus, a Christophany.

We see in this interchange between the preincarnate Jesus aralthasitod was
making sure Joshua recognized the supremacy of God and that God would protect and
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defend Joshua and the people. God also was reestablishing that He is holy and Israel
needed to be holy, set apart. The battle was about to begin in whagwaklyathe most
secure cities in Canaan. The first battle location would be the most difficult to take so
God was preparing Joshua to recognize that He was with them.

. The Central Campaignie)

Chapter 6
6:1

With the fear Jericho had demonstrated conogrthe army of Israe(2:11, 2:24) the
Canaanites in Jericho had closed all access to the city, the gates and windows in the wall
were allsecured. No one went in or came out of the city because of fear. Archaeologists
have documented that Jericho wadgified with a double ring wall construction with the

outer ring being at least 6 feet thick and the inner wall 12 feet think. Add to this that the
city was built on a hill making it almost
impossible to climb the hill and then the make
access to the wall’he Canaanites thought they
were secure as long as there were no breache
the wall.

In Joshua 3:15 we learn that it was harvest tinr
which would mean that the store houses in the
city were full. Combine this was the large wate
spring being inside thwall the Canaanites
undoubtedly felt they could outlast the enemy uni
the outside.

This crosssectiondrawing is based upon the archaeological excavation work of the
Kathryn Kenyon in the west trench of Jericho. Her discoveries have led many scholars to
conclude that the walls of Jericnere fashionedb provide two separate walls with a
Akill o zone in between.

6:2-5

How the Lord communicated with Joshua is not readily seen in the text. But the Lord
reminded Joshua that He had already given Jerichdhatohand, but the battle had not

yet begun. For God who is outside of time/space there was no doubt about the outcome of
His actions. For Joshua, tleemust have been some concern, as there would be for any of
us.

God next provides Joshua with the bagilen. | can only imagine what was going
through Joshuads mind as God was telling
blowing a trumpet. The most fortified city of the Canaanites and our battle plan was to
march around the city. Marching the entire armgund the city following the ark and
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priests. This placed the soldiers at risk of attack from the walls as well as building a sense
of futility among the soldiers. Then on the last time around the city and the last trumpet
blast all the people will shoaind the walls fall down. Not a very military plan. Fear must
have been high for Joshua and the troops. The first really big battle for the qedible
first-time Joshua would lead his men into battle west of the Jordg test of his

leadership anéhith.

6:6-7

Joshua took the instructions given to him by God and relayed them to the priests and

military leadership. There had to be some push back by the military leadership. There had
to be thoughts of Athis wil Ipeoplerespomaedtkyc . Th
doing what they were told.

6:8-14

The people did as God commanded and began their daily march around the city. First the
seven priests with the ramés horn trumpets
with the soldiers followig the arkJoshua told the people to be @wvith only the sound

of the marching and the sound of the trumpets until given the command to yell. Go

around the city once and return to camp.

6:15-17

Every day for six days they walked around the city onlmying the trumpets and

returning to camp. The Canaanites in the city must have been really confused by what

was going on. They feared Joshua and his army after what they had heard about them, but
here they were just walking around the dityaparade ews day.This had to be very

confusing to both the Hebrews and the Canaanites.

On the seventbay,they started earlier and marched around the city seven times. When
commandedthe priests wert blow the trumpets and the people shdtie entire city

andall the people within it are to be destroyed as an offering. Only Rehab and her family
were to be spared because of her protection of the spies.

6:18-21

The Hebrews were given a reminder that everything in the city was to be destroyed or
given to the trasury to prevent destruction of the camp of the Hebriesersonal

booty was to be takeRailure to comply with the explicit instructions God had given
would result in their own destruction.

So,the people shouted and the trumpets sounded and whtlewal. A great deal of

conjecture about how God brought the walls down, from earthquakes to sonic vibration
due to the sound of the trumpets and the shouts of the people. The reality is that God does
not need to rely on those things to cause the wafldltdHe simply willed the walls to

fall andthey fell. He did not need to send an earthquake or any other mechanism to down
the walls. This truth reflects the sovereignty of God and the reality of what the Apostle
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Paul teaches in Colossian 1:18. Therehe Apostle Paul says thiay Jesus all things

were created and all things are maintained. The active involvement in the power of God
to maintain solid objects as solifo,to bring the walls down He simply needed to stop
making the walls solid and theglf apart.

With the walls down the soldiers walked into the city and killed all the Canaanites along
with their animals. Gododés instructions wer
the treasury of God and no one was to survive other than Reldier family. God

knew that the Hebrews would have a propensity to follow other gods from the people

around them so He told them to kall those people. It was more important for Israel to

follow God than to follow false gods which meant those wholavtead Israel astray had

to be eliminated. This reminds us how we also are not to allow into our life and world

things that would distract us from God.

6:22-25

The two spies, who also were familiar with Rehab were assigned to get Rehab out,
protecinghe and her family. Clearly, since Reha
her out had to occur prior to the trumpet blasts of the seventh day. The details of how

they gained access to Rehab and her family in the closed city is not given. But they were
obedient and got her and her family to safety before the walls came tumbling down.

Rehab became part of the nation of Israel.

Following the fall of the walls and the destruction of the all the people and the gathering
of anything valuable for the treasuhe city was burnediotally destroyed never to be
rebuilt. TodayTell esSultanis the archaeological site e R X
of ancient Jericho. It is th@®Pmost excavated site in

| srael, after Jerusalem
site caused a great deal of probgeior Biblical
scholars in reconciling the Biblical timeline with 2
modern science. Kenyon had dated the site in error ¥,
several hundred years and since she was so well : =
respected other scholakgre hesitanto question her findings. Eventually her tlmlngyv
shown to be in error and when correctibe timing of the Exodus and Conquest fit into
the modern timeline perfectlin thephoto aboven archeologist is pointing to evidence
of collapsed walls below the base of the wall.

6:26-27

Joshua placed a cersn the ruins of Jericho, cursing any who would rebuild it. Or a long
time it lay in ruins with no city being built upon the ruins. Not until the time of the
Israelite king Ahab was the city rebuilt. Iff Kings 16:34 we learn that Hiel of Bethel
rebuilt Jericho and then lost two of his sons. It again lay dormant not being réliuilt.
around ita city is built but not on top of the ruins, even to this day.
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Chapter 7
71

The instructions concerning the tag of the spoils of war were very clear, it b#longed

to the Lord, not the people. Yebmeone decided they did not need to follow the rules.

But notice that this was not just a problem for the one man or his family, but the entire

nation. Clearly the text states that God was angry with the entirétyg people of Israel,

not just the one manorfamifow do we reconcile the sin of
against all the people? How is this falr@ answer thigjuestionwe need to go back to

the Covenant Agreement that the Hebrews enteredwitthtoGod.

In Exodus24 wesee that a covenant was made between God and the people of Israel,
collectively. It was not that each person agreed to the covenant but that the agreement
was made with the collective people. They collectively are subject totlemant and
collectively enjoy the blessing and the punishment involved in the covéimasit.

covenant, sometimes referred to as the Mosaic Covenant follows the patteriittitine
suzerainty treatyhich was an agreement between a powerful king desisgpowerful
people. Clearly the picture of God and the Hebrews. It was agreed to by God and the
Hebrews and theratified again by the people as we see in Deut 29:1

So, with the collective application of the agreement with God sdineecollective

applcation of punishment. The people agreed together and will pay the price together in
sparking Godds anger against them, despite
the entire nation.

The crime was a violation of the command given by God tbubband by Joshua to the
people. Achan of the tribe of Judah took some of the booty that was set aside or dedicated
to God alone. This was not simply the theft of treasure during battle. It was much larger
than that. This was an act of taking something hddicated to God and defiling it.
Remember one of the themes in the Old Testament; the separation of clean and unclean,
holy and unholy. Being dedicated to God makes the property holy. That is what holy
meansjt was to beset apartThe word used heii@ Joshua 7:1is * Ab4rm) fromi

which the English word haram comes. The haram was dedicated to the &mgfpit

was off limits to otherdt was set aside. In Lev 27:28 We read that anything that is
devoted to the Lord, * {b4rm)is hdly and is reserved for God. Achan violated that
principle and brought punishment upon all the people.

7:2-5

Not yet knowing what had occurred with Achan, Joshua sent spies to check out Ai. It
appears Joshua wanted to capitalize on the momentum and sswiyed through the

victory in Jericho and made decisions he may not have been permitted to make. The
return of the gies was filled with confidence. This confidence does not appear to be in

God and His work but in their own abilities. It seems likegpies and probably the

people thought they had been victorious over Jericho because of what they did rather than
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what God did. As result they thought they could take Ai with only 2,000 or 3,000 men
and not the entire army. It is not until 8:5 that we sed @ving instructions to Joshua in
how to take Ai. The spies had not properly read the signs and dieétbiegenemies
strength right.

With the information from the spies in haddshua dispatched 3,000 men to go up and
take Ai. While the text does hgive a great amount of detail we do read that these 3,000
men fled at theight of theforce from Ai with 36 being killed by the Ai forces.

7:6-9

The result of the defeat at Ai caused Joshua to tear his clothes and fall to the ground
before the Lord. Tis was a customary way of showing grief and lantberfiore the Ark

of the Covenant. | can only imagine the grief that Joshua was felling and probably the
personal sense of failuré/ith this customary form of lament the clothes were not torn
completelybut more like torn at the seams or edges. Along with Joshua the other leaders
of the Hebrews also sensed the grief and lamented before God.

I n verse seven we have recorded Joshuads p
recognized God was in control and contmltbe outcome of the battl€So, his question
toGodisnatural fiwhy have you brought wus over the
of our Jashua dogsaot yet know about the theft in Jericho so this response is

natural. Joshua also recogrdziaat this defeat would do a lot to change the perception of

the Canaanitesf t he Hebr ewds power and abilities.
more difficult.

7:10-15

We do not know how much time transpired between the lamentation of Joshua and th
leadership and the response from God, but it appears like it was immediate. God responds
by telling Joshua to get up, the reason they lost the battle is becauspedpleehave
sinned by keeping for themselvesa7Mleat was
violation was a collective violation of the covenant they had agreddhéoresult of the

violation of the covenant by one wiedt by everyone involved in the covenant.

Punishment for the violation was that the Hebrews could not stand beforenemies

and God would not be with them anymore, unless the Hebrews ybzitine things

stolen from God. God was establishing for the Hebrews the path they could go down to
resolve their sin before God. God always provides a path to restoratiorn s@ thiavays
have a way back to Him.

God told Joshua to get up and consecrate the people for tomor
The word consecrate is the Hebrew wordi(q "d) ghich means
holy or dedicated. Joshua was to lead the people in purifying
themselves. This proces§purification is not completely clear bu
appears to have through some sort oficgsif lots. Lots were a
sort of dice used by ancient societies to show the will of God.
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Often the lots, small pieces of stone and rock with writing on them, would ¢edplaa
cloth bag and shaken up. They would reach into the bag and draw a stone or more and
based upon which stone was drawn determine the direction God telling them to go in.

Joshua was told to assemble the people to together in the morning, orgarizeel, b

clan and households. Through the process of the casting of lots the tribe, clan and family
would be identified. Then the offender, his entire family andlialpossession, including

the items stolen from God, were to be completely consumeckin fir

| think it is important that we see that death was the penalty for stealing from God. It does

not matter the value of what was stolen, simply the fact that something belonging to God

was taken is all that matters. This involves kbgphysical and sptual worlds. Our
failure to give to God what is Goddés is al
The Hebrews needed to learn that lesson and we as followers of Jesus also need to learn
that lesson.

7:16-21

Joshua did as God had instructed tnalfirst lots fell on Judah, so Judah was separated.
Then the lots fell on the clan of the Zerahites and they were removed. Then the lots fell
on Zabdi who was takeithen the lots fell on Achawhowas selected. With Achan

being selected Josht@d Achan praise God and confess to what he and done. Achan
confessed what he had done. He confessedvindghtaken a beautiful coat, 2hekels of
silver and 50 shekels of gold. He saw them and wanted them. He also advised that they
were hidden in the ground der his tent. It is clear that Achan knew he was not to have
taken that property, that it belonged to God. The fact that he hid it confirms he knew it
was wrong. He gave a complete confession without excuse. Buhatelo not seén his
confession is reorse.

Notice in his confession the order of his sin. He saw, he coveted and he took. This is the
same pattern we see in the sin in the Garden of Eden. They saw the tree of life was good
for food, they wanted it so they took it. In mamgys,the sin of Aclan is the same as the

sin of Adam. Many people suffered because
Achands sin.

7:22-26

Joshua took the information from Achands ¢
Achands tent . Thiotybewaththe ¢eyt asfAchamhdd saich Achan, his

family, his animals, all that he haals well ashe stolen propertyas brought before

Joshua in the valley of Achor.

Joshua asked Achan why he brought so much trouble upon the people? Then he
pronounced judgent on Achan and his family. The people then stoned Achan and his
family and then burned them with fire. The only thing left when they were done was a
mound of stones over what was left of Achan and his family.
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The next phrase in verse 26 providessoméd i cul ty to the Bible si
turned from His burning anger o. Did God <ch
had happened? No God is immutable and cannot change. But how do we as finite beings
understangwhen from our perspective, Ggades in one direction and then goes in

another direction? From the vantage point of Joshua and the Hebrews God was mad or

angry at Israel, the guilty party was punished and then He was no longer angry. That does

not mean God changed His charaoteiHis nature or even His mindGod is just and

holy and must deal with sin in His people. When that sin is dealt with what we see is His

love again. His love and mercy did not go away, we just could not see it as He dealt with

the sin.

The location where Achaand family were executed was known as the Valley of Achor
or the Valley of Disaster. Sin always creates disaster in our lives and keeps up from

seeing Goddébs | ove and mercy. When we are |
Chapter 8
8:1-2

Following the very public punishment of Achaloshua was told to gather his forces and

go up and take Ai. God again promised that He had given Ai into their Gamdl 6 s

command to Joshua and the people was that they were to kill all the people of Ai but the
spoil they were able to keept Jericho, they were not permitted to keep the spoils,

anything of value went to God. But here at Ai they were permitted to keep the spoils.

They were also permitted to keep the livestock from Ai rather than destroy it. There

seemgo be a little bit of irony here. If Achan had suppressed his greedingkthe time
ofthisbattl e it would have been fine for him.

At Jericho God performed a great miracle in the destruction of the waksioho, but in

Ai the battle would bevon bya conventional military strategy. Jericho illustrated to the
people that they needed to follow God and His glaphasiedthat they could not do it
without God. The Ai campaign seems like it was intendedrtdy in the minds of the
Hebrews their own military ability. While Jericho was a tremendous success, there was
an immediate failure of Achan which had to cause all sorts of issues for the people. God
wanted to build up their confidence and their desinmbve ahead.

8:3-9

Joshua chose 30,000 men to go up around Ai by night and to remain hidden. Then the
rest of the forces would go up against Ai and flee like they did the first time. When they
werechase, andthe troops of Aare drawn out of the cityé hidden troops will go in

and take the city. Joshua told them that God had given the city into their Gaes.

they possess the city they are to then burn the city.

This was a strategic plan to highlight the abilities of the Hebrews and again ieaoke f
the Canaanites. The defeat at Ai had caused the Canaanites to not fear the Hebrews as
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much and even caused the Hebrews to be afr
again and convince them that together, God and the Hebrews, the Canaariddsewou

defeated. This was all about establishimghe minds of the Hebrews that God will bless

them and will keep His promises to give them the land of Canaan.

8:10-17

The next day Joshua began to carry out th
plan of attack on the city of Al.roops vere
sent to the north side of Aith a ravine
between the troops and Ai. 5,000 additional
were stationed between Ai and Bethel.
30,000 were sent to the west side of Ai to |
in wait to take the city. D L

@ jericho

JORDAN RIVER

The plan was to take the bulk of the troops
and apprach the city like they had
previously and then turn and flee agdihis
was designed to entice the forces of Ai to
pursue the Hebrews which would leave the city undefended. Then the troops on the west
would go in to capture the city. The drawingabser om Dr . John Whitcor
fiConquest °aadags o@ thé battlesplén.

DEAD SEA

When the King of Ai saw the main battle forces of Jodiiaustered his forces in the

prescribed battle location, without realizing that there was an ambush behindrthem. |
verse 14 we see the King of Ai move his tr
name used for the Jordon valley, running from the south end of the Sea of Galilee to the
north end of the Dead Sea, often referred to as the Jordon Rift Vidlieydley ends in

the lowest place on the surface of the earthDihadSeg being 1368 feet below sea

level.

Note: in modern archaeology Arabah refers only to the region south of the Dead Sea
toward the Red Sea. Up until the latd"2@ntury Arabah referreid the entire Jordon
Valley.

8:18-23

The battle plan worked perfectly. When the soldiers of Ai saw the Hebrew troops turn

and flee they pursued them and left Ai unprotecteétsdd | owed Joshuabs ot |
move into the town and possess it. AsAléorces pursued the Hebrewsey looked

back and saw the smoke rising from YAlhen the forces of Ai turned back toward Ai the

Hebrews then routed them in battle as we&lhe 30,000 Hebrews had been successful in

entering the city and destroying alltimeir path. The Hebrew force of 5,000 also defeated

the resistance which came from Bethel, killing all the forces from Bethel. Later in verse

9 Whitcomb, John C., and John J. Davis. Israel: From Conquest to Exile: A Commentary oii dééhga. Combined paper edition.
Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 2012.
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25 we learn that more than 12,000 men, women and children were killed by the Hebrews
in these battles. We alsal® later that the city was completely burned and destroyed and
the king of Aiwasburied below a mound of stones.

Notice in verse 18 Joshua was told by God to stretch out his Javelin toward Ai and God

will give Ai to the Hebrews. It would seem logicahttthe Javelin had a flaan it and

was used as a signal to the troops. There
in Exodus 17:11.

Note: There is considerable debate among archaeologist concerning the location of Ai. In
the early tamid-20" century archaeological excavations were conducted at what was
thought was Ai by Madame Marquiétause. Her investigation revealed there as an
occupational gap between 2200 BC and 1200BC, meaning the city was in ruins during
this time. This means that thechgion excavated would not have been occupied during an
Exodus and Conquest period of tirlfée saw earlier in our study that the Exodus and
Conquest occurred in the.% 13" century BC. We more specifically identified the end

of the Conquest accordinig Joshua as 1399BC. This site excavated by Maisise

was not occupied at the timgcholars have used the dating of the destruction-0eHt
(traditional Ai) to refute the Exodus and Conquest and to claim the Bible is wrong.

More recent archaeolamal excavations have revealed another possible site which is a
little further south facing the Arabah. This site is knowiKhasbet ekMaqatir. This site
has been partially excavated and dated to a destruction in®treedfiry BC, which is in
keepingwith the Biblical timeline.

8:24-29

We now have the account of the battles and the destruction by the Forces of the Hebrews.
12,000 men and women from Ai lay deaith total destruction of the city. We also see

that like Moses keeping his arms outstretbRlvpshua did not draw back his arms until

the battle was over. The only thing to come out of Ai alive were the Hebrews and the
livestock of Ai. The Hebrews took the valuable possessions of the people of Ai for their
own. In Jericho, they were not permite take the spoils, everything of value went to

the Lord. But here in Ai they were permitted to take the spoils for themselves.

Joshua hung the king of Ai until sunset and then buried his body under a heap of stones.
That heap of stones stands as a mahto what God had done in defeating the people of
Al.

8:30-35

From Ai, Joshua and his force marched about 20 miles north to Mt Ebaé Jbghua

built an altar. Archaeological evidenirelicates that there was sizable occupation around
Mt Ebal duringthe time Joshua and his troops went there, but there is no record in
Scripture of a battle between Joshua ang#uople around Mt Ebal. As a fortified
community,there apparently was no battle when Joshua arrived.
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The altar was built of uncut stones. I5¢8 which men had not struck with hammer or
chisel. This small factoid is often overlooked in reading the text. Why does Joshua make
sure to tell us that the stones were undut@ reference to wout stonesakes us back to
Exodus 20:25 where God explatassMoses that when you cut the stones you profane it,
make it no longer fit for holy uségain, we see the separation of holy/unholy,
clean/unclean.

This location, between Mt Ebal and Mt Gerizim forms a natural amphitheater allowing

most if not all thepeople to hear and participate in the worship of God. This location is

also geographically at the center north/south of the Promised Land. With the Ark of the

Covenant and Priests up front the people filled in behind them. Joshua then read the law

to them Based up the words of verse 35 Joshua read to them all that Moses had

commanded. This leads us to conclude that quite possibly Genesis through Deuteronomy

were read to the peopléditorial comment: You think | can speak a long Jinfdere

appears todve been a response from the people to the curses and the blessing in the law.
A 4 | Half the people responding to the

| curses and half the people

responding to the blessingkhey

echcedback and forth from one

mountain to the other.

' We also see in verse thaete were

sojourners who had become part of

the Hebrews. The identity of these

sojourners is not known. Some

= scholars suggest that these

&= sojourners were Canaanites who had
decided to join Israel rather than

fight. Some even suggest that since there wdsattte at Mt Ebal recorded that the

people in the region had all given up and joined Israel and not fight.

Chapter 9

9:1-2

The results of the battleis Jericho, Ai and maybe Mt Ebal caused quite a stir among the
kings of the people north and west in Bremised Land. Thegot together in what
appears t@n emergency conference to see how they were going to handle the enemy
coming into the regiomAn agreement was made between most of the people to fight
together against the Hebrewde primary power iithe region at the time, Egypt, did not
have any interest in the Hebrews or the protection of the Canaanite cities. So, the
Canaanite cities had to rely on each other for protection.

9:3-15

The Gibeonites did not want to go alongh the plan agreed to lilie other cities. What
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motivated them to not gdang with the plan is not known, but it is clear that they had
heard about the destruction of Jericho and Ai. Gibeon is less than 10 miles from Ai so it
may have been that they heard and saw the destractibknew they couldot defeat
Joshua and the Hebrews. So, they concocted this subterfuge plan to trick the Hebrews
into a treaty with them.

The plan was quite clever in that it made the Gibeonites look like they had traveled from
a great distance to makhem appear like they were not the local area. That way Joshua
would not be compelled to kill them and remove them from the land. They took old food,
old wine and wineskins, old, dirty clothes and old torn sacks for the donkeys, all to make
it appear thg had traveled a long way.

Then they approached Joshua and the Hebrews requesting a covenant wilthéhem.
covenant the Gibeonites requested would have been on the order of Hittite Suzerainty
treaty. A Suzerainty treptvas an agreement between a monegrdul ruler or people

and a less powerful person or people. The more powerful person or people would agree to
protect and defend the less powerful people. The less powerful people would agree to
serve as slaves the more powerful people and not rebeGibbenites recognized that

they could not defeat the Hebrews and their only chance to survive would be as slaves to
the Hebrews.

Joshua asked a few rudimentary questions to determine who was approachirdethem.

asked who they were and where they wermfrbhe Gibeonites lied to Joshua and told

him they were from a distant lanBut then the Gibeonites told Joshua that they had

head all that the God of the Hebrews had done in Egypt, and to nations east of the

Jordon. They requested adtgoutoffeardb t he Hebr ews and t he Hel

Joshua and the leadership of the Hebrews fell for this subterfuge and deceit and entered
into a treaty with the Gibeonites. In order to understand why the Gibeonites would go
through this extreme process to trick Josand the Hebrews we need to understand the
constraints that God had placed on Joshua and the Hebrews.

Deuteronomy 7112 (ESV)

1 AWhen the LORD your God brings you into
take possession of it, and clears away many natiefad®you, the Hittites,
the Girgashites, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier than you, 2 and when
the LORD your God gives them over to you, and you defeat tifiemyou
must devote them to complete destructidfou shall make no covenant with
them and show no mercy to them

Deuteronomy 20:1AL5 (ESV)

10 AWhen you draw near to a city to fight
11 And if it responds to you peaceably @&napens to you, then all the people
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who are found in it shall do forced labor for you and shall serve you. 12 But if

it makes no peace with you, but makes war against you, then you shall besiege
it. 13 And when the LORD your God gives it into your haad,shall put all

its males to the sword, 14 but the women and the little ones, the livestock, and

everything else in the city, all its spoil, you shall take as plunder for

yourselves. And you shall enjoy the spoil of your enemies, which the LORD

your God las given you. 1%hus you shall do to all the cities that are very far

from you, which are not cities of the nations here

Apparently the Gibeonites knew the commands as well, or perhaps better than Joshua
did. They knew that Joshua would not be permittechake a treaty with them, unless

they were from a far land. If no treaty, then they were to all be killed. The only hope the
Gibeonites had was to trick Joshua and the leadership into entering into a treaty with
them. The Gibeonites also knew that intard of the Ancient Near East it was not easy

to break a treaty, even one that was fraudulently attained.

This was a huge mistake by Joshua and the leadeBaltipot because they were tricked,
but because they failed to consult the Lord on this matbexk at verse 14.

Joshua 9:14 (ESV)

14 So the men took some of their provisitms,did not ask counsel from the
LORD.

Joshua failed to consult the Lord. Presumably the Lord would have alerted them to the
subterfuge and a lot of problems in the future \ddwave been eliminated. But they did
not ask the Lord, they apparently felt confident in their own abilities. Perhaps a little
arrogance after the victories in Jericho, Ai and maybe Mt Ebal. Failure to ask God for
direction is never a good thing.

9:16-21

Three days after Joshua and the Hebrew leadership had entered into the treaty they
discovered that the Gibeonites were not from a far land but were local Canaanites who
should have been killed. They went to the cities of Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth and
Kiriath-jearim.There the Hebrews complained about the situation but Joshua reminded
them that there was a treaty in place and they could not violate the treaitwitath

from God. They had sworn before God to protect the people and they could not violate
the treaty. The Gibeonites becast@vesof the Hebrews.

9:22-27

When Joshua learned of the deceit he summoned the Gibeonite leadership and questioned
them on why they deceived him and the Hebrew Leadership. He then told them they were
cursed and would nev be more than slaves in the service of God. The response of the
Gibeonite leadership showed they had a better grasp on what God had told the Hebrews
to do than Joshua didthey told Joshua that that there was a certainty that God had
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commanded Moses tovg you all the land before you and we feared for our lives.
Essentiallythey knew God would give the Hebrews victory and they would not live.
They were not followers of God but they recognized His p@merdid not appear to
doubt it.

Lt o 7 The Gibeonites #n told Joshua that
& “ . theywere under the control of the
. s ) /.~ Hebrews and that the Hebrews should
¥ L. R A do whatevewasgood and right to do.
v i e Y Joshua did not kill them but made
% i g themslaves to the Lordsutters of
e wood and water haulers.

There have many questions
concening the obligation Joshua felt
- to honor a treaty that was fraudulently
~ made.

44444444

Leviticus 19:12 (ESV)

e ~ 12 You shall not swear by my

o - name falsely, and so profane
: ~77 the name of your God: | am
i the LORD.

i -

b 77 This verse reflects the constraint

. Joshua was under. Thegichsworn an

o cine . 0ath by God to protect the Gibeonites
and violating the oath would viate the law of God. There does not appear to any
provision to get out of the oath because you were tricked, at least that is the way Joshua
viewed it.So, he kept his wordrad protected the Gibeonites.

Joshuabés failure to seek direction from t
future for I srael. We must al ways saadek t h
remember the direction He has given us.

h
e

. The Soutkern Campaign (10)

Chapter 10

10:1-5

We see early in this chapter that the king of Jerusalem had heard about the victories at
Jericho and Ai including their destruction. He also had heard of the peace treaty with the
Gibeonites. This news caused him to fgiaratly. We need to recognize the title of the

king of Jerusalem, Adofiedek which means Lord of Righteousness and is very similar
to a previous king of Salem Melchizedek which means King of righteousness. We have
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discovered that these are common naraekifgs of the Jebusite city of Salem which
later became known as Jerusalem.

The fear of Joshua and the Hebrews prompted Adedek to reach out to the kings of
Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon to have them come to Jerusalem to defeat Joshua
and hisforces. The plan was to strike Gibdagcause it had made peace with Joshua. The
Amorite kings agreed and sent their armies who einpxt to Gibeon and made war

with Gibeon.

The Amarna lettef§ reveal to us that at this point in history Jerusalem haseiader in

3 the region of the central Levant and had a great deal of control over the
other Amorite kingsWe also see in the letters that Jerusalem was
always concerned about its own safety and security. We see this play
out in this passage as Adaefedek seelsto protect Jerusalem by going
after the Gibeonites after they had entered into a peace treaty with
Joshua.

The Jebusitesyerethe people who possessed Jerusalem at this time and
up to the time King David threw them out of Jerusalem during tgsrei

It appears the Jebusites were a racial mixture of Amorites, Hittites and Hurrians (Ezekiel
16:3).

10:6-11

As soon as the Gibeonites heard of the cominglattp@doniZedek and the other

kings the Gibeonites sent word to Joshua reminding them trietdty. They asked for
Joshua to come up and defend them against the Amorites from the hill cdoshya
responds to the plea for protection and takes his military men up to defend the
Gibeonites. God tells Joshua that he should not fear the AmorgdasdseGod has
already given them into Joshuads hands.
the Amorites will be left standing. Total annihilation was instore for the Amorite forces.

The plan was to march all night and get there prior to therie forces being ready.

Joshua and his troops surprise the Amorites which induced fear among the Amorites. Not
only did God cause a great fear and panic in the Amorites He also threw large stones and
rocks at the fleeing Amorites. A great battle tha@tially evolved physical action by @o

In fact, more died because of the hail stones thrown by God than by the swords of the
Hebrews.

10:12-14

We have in this passage one of the most fantastic miraculous events in the Old
TestamentDuring the battle thawas briefly described in the previous section Joshua
asked the Lord make the sun stand still at Gibeon and the moon tetitandhe Valley

of Aijalon until they had won the battle. This passage has long been a source of difficulty

10 Clay tablets which contain correspondence between Egypt and Canaanite authorities
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for Bible student&nd teachers. It has also provided those who do not believe in the
authority of the Word of God with a way to dispute the text and claim Joshua embellished
the text here.

There are many different interpretations of this text, but we will focus on e thr
primary interpretations.

A. Total Eclipse View

This view holds that rather that bringing longer light God brought total darkness

through a Total Solar eclipse. The primary data for this argument is in the word

Joshua used to describe the sun standihglstt Tr ans| ated as fAstan:
the Hebrew word , (d®m). Normally this word is translated &® be silend but has

a secondary meaning of fAto ceaseo. 't i s
to say that the sun ceased tmshThe thought is that the shade or darkness would

provide Joshua and troops protection. Joshade astatement that there has been no

day like it before or since. Of course, we know there have been other total solar

eclipse.

B. Poetic Interpretation View

This view holds that there was no time change or eclipse but rather poetic license in
describing the battl&he battle was so long that it seemed like the day was longer is
the idea of this view.

C. Prolongation of Light View

In keeping with the histaral grammatical hermeneutic principles of Biblical
interpretation this view takes the passage literally. It assumes that there was an actual
elongation of light for what appears like 24 hours. This time/light elongation

permitted Joshua to lead his troap$attle to defeat the Amorites. This is the

position that most conservative scholars take but there is great divergence on how
God accomplished this.

1. Sl owing the Earthoés rotation

2. A comet near the earth causi nmayitybpfhe ear-t
the comet

3. Achange in the axis tilt of the earth

4. Several simultaneous volcanic eruptions which had the same effect as a jet engine

5. Refraction of light on the local leveél

There are issues and difficulties with each of these theories. Whatagamipis that

' Whitcomb, Jbin C., and John J. Davisrael: From Conquest to Exile: A Commentary on JosRugings Combined paper
edition. Winona Lake, IN: BMH Books, 2012.
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we understand that God supernaturally provided Joshua and troops with more time to
defeat the Amorites. God who created everything and maintains everything (Gol 1:16
18) does not need to use volcanoes or comets. He could just slow théthpin o

earth, compensate for the incredgeavity at that slower speed and provide for a

much longer day. He also could have provided local light througtstéikinah glory

that became the brightest tgim the sky which made it look like the sun stoatl. st

The sun standing still is simply our view from our position. In reality the sun does not

move but the earth rotateghich appears like the sun is moving from our position.

In verse 13 Joshua comments that the facts of the sun standing still tdecdeitothe

bookofJashalT her e are three references to the

Testament: Joshua 10:13, 2 Sam 1:18 and 1 KingsI®1&ll three of these
passages are similar in that they all speak some supernatural work of God in the

protectionof Israel and her military. Wedonkthow 1 f fit he book of

early name of the Biblical Book of Joshua or another historical book wslohkt to
antiquity.I t i s believed that the book was a
might and Bging the praises of the military heroes of Israel.

10:15

Following the long day and the defeat of the Amorites Joshua and troops headed back to
the base of operations at Gilg&lilgal served as the headquarters area for Joshua and his
troops west of th Jordon River.

10:1621

In this paragraphye havethe account of the Amorite kings fleeing and hiding in the
caves of MakkedaihWhen they had been found and Joshua was told where they were
Joshua gave some instructions on how to deal with them. Jodthtlacion to roll large
stones in front of the caves and place guards on them. Joshua also told ¢batmte

in pursuit after the Amoriteand not let them get back to their walled cities. Joshua then
reminded them that God had given the Amorites ingir thand.

A small portion of the Amorites made it back to their cities and got inside and were safe,
but it was a small fraction that made it. When the pursuit and battle were complete the
troops returned back to the campviatkkedahnext to the caves vene the fleeing kings

had hidden.

10:22-27

What was probably the next day Joshua ordered the opening of the caves and extracting
the kings.The kings were brought out and Joshua told the commanders to put their feet
on the neck of the kings. This should be viewedas an act of barbarism but was a
common symbol of the Ancient Near East to show complete subjection of the defeated
enemy. All of Israel could see and the word would spread that the Hebrews had
completely subjected their enemy. This would pdevihem with even greater effect as

they continued in the conquest of the Promised Land.
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Joshua used this as a way of encouraging the Hebrew soldiers and remind that God has
given the land into their hand and they will be victorious. Joshua then kidddns and

their bodies were hanged in five trees until eveningulisetthe bodies were taken

down and thrown back into the caves they had hiddand sealed them up.

10:2843

In this small paragraph we have recorded the destruction of Makkedalialordered

TR TR the complete destruction of the city and all its
people. He also killed the king of Makkedah like
he had killed the king of JerichBoth here and in
10:1 we have &eference to the execution of the
king of Jericho but we are not providedathat
was carried out.

GREAT SEA

From Makkedah Joshua and the troops rdamre
to take Libnah, one of the cities of the
confederation against Isra@heycompletely
destroyed this city abeydid the others.

They then move on to Lachish (31), then Eglon
(34), Héoron (36), and Debir (38)t appears that

as Joshua leads the troops through Lachish,

Eglon, Hebron, Debir the quest was notléstroy

the citiesbut leave them standing and ready to be
lived in. Notice in the text for the taking of these
cities we are ot told that the cities wenmgot destroyed but the people were all killed. It
appears that the plan was to remove the people, eliminate the military force but leave the
cities in tact so that they could be later occupied by the Heb8wse of the battles

were not even fought within the cities. Such as the battle for Gezer which occurred near
Lachish (33).

As we look at the text dealing with the Southern Campaign it appears that the ptan was
notoccupy all the cities but rather to destroy the militzagacity of the region. This had

a twofold purpose. First it would strike fear in the other city states of Canaan as well as
provide the Hebrews with confidence. There is evidence that later some of these cities

had to be retaken (15:41¥). The Southernaenpaign was in a way setting the stage for

the rest of the conquest. We see in the end of chapter 10 that this strategy seemed to work
pretty well with Joshua gaining control over the region with minimal loss and minimal

effort. The opposition military waminimalized and became very ineffective in

supporting other cities in Canaan.

In verse 43 we see that Joshua and his troops returned to their headquarters on the west
side of the Jordon at Gilgalhis was where they would return and regroup for the next
stage of the conquest.
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D. The Northern Campaign (11:15)

Chapter 11

11:1-5

News spread about Joshuabés centr al and sou
Promised land. In verse 1 we see that when 7 psion =

the King of Hazor heard of the results of the ‘6%?2;30? the / Y\@e‘“

souhern campaign he reached out to other | Northern Kings \\

. . .. . (Joshua 11: 1 ) (| REGION OF
regional kings. This included Jobab king of \T“’e #Dan JM1ZPAH
Madon, the king of Shimron, and the king of y
Achspaph, as well as othe.r kings in what is | Msre ";’.ﬂ}ﬂ%.
called the hill country and in the Jordon vallé¢ AT eHazor 2
(Arabah) south of Chinneroth. e ST ; ¥

o N / .manereth i«

Hazorwas the greatest city in the coalition r ndMadon? éiﬁ,?éé
. . . | =, _sAchshaph \ | 3
and in the regio10). It occgpled the most | %3% %:wa‘ggis,:m) \ !
land and had the largest military. Hazor may VAR , g
have also been the strongest citglithe oo st S e, | .
Promised Land at the timé/hile many of the L/ wassnsaidi =

cities in the region had their ownrkjs much of the region were vassals to Klagn
and HazorThere may have been some independeftieese cities but they clearly
followed Hazor and Jabin and in many cases, were even protected by Hazor and
subservient to Hazor.

11:69
Godagainspeakso Joshua and tells Joshua that Ato
all over to your hando. God was telling Jo

against this coalition of cities in the north. The coalition forces of Hazor and other united
Citieswere gathering in the northern plains, but God was telling Joshua not to worry he

was taking care of it. God al so tells Josh
the chariots. To Ahamstringd the &ddheses th
horse and made it useless as a weapon of war. They would also burn the chariots of the
coalition forces. It seems that God told Joshua that this is what they would do in order to
prevent Joshua and the Hebrews from taking possession of the hatedsuaots which

were great weapons of war. God wanted Joshua to depend on Him and not on their own
strength and weapons. Having all those chariots and horses would likely lead to the

Hebrews trusting in their own power and tools.

Following the instructio of the Lord Joshua went up and came against the city of Merom

in what appears was a sneak attack. God, as promised, delivered the enemy into their
handsMany Canaanites fled from Merom in sevel
and overtook the Caaaites, killing them all.
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11:10-15

After pursuing the fleeing Canaanites, hamstringing the horses, burning the chariots and
killing the fleeing Canaanites, Joshua turned back to Hazor and captured thipaity.
taking t he oapskillgdalindghe tity Bdosevas left alive and then he

burned the cityThe other cities were left unburned, only Hazor was completely
destroyedRemember Hazor was the strongest and most important city in Canaan at the
time, so the destruction of Hazor sent ackmessage to the rest of the region.

I n vs 12 Joshua speaks of #dAcities of those
cities are. It seems likely that these cities were part of the northern collation and were
enemies of the Hebrewdoshua leds his forces in the taking of these royal cities and

plundering them, keeping what is valuable from the éitgo, the inhabitants of these

cities were all killed.

We also see in this passage another interesting fact. Joshua was following the instructio
given to him by his mentor, Moses. He was also following the instructions given to him

by God HimselfThis is importantn the general sense of the spiritual continuity from

God to Moses to Joshua. But specifically, this is an important statementréngdbe
immediate context which is the killing of the Canaanites. God had made clear to Moses
and to Joshua that the Canaanites had to be completely removed because they would be a
problem for the future Israel if they were not dealt with. So far, therdes good. They
Gibeonites should have been killed but were spared. It is also believed that some from the
northern cities had escaped and made it into the mountains and were not killed. But these
were small in number and could not by themselves preseritblemJoshua had done

all he could to be completely obedient to God and Moses.

The Continued Conquest (1171183)

11:1620

This paragraph gives us a rundown of the areas captured by Joshua. But there is a change
beginning in this paragraph. Previopgthe narrative was concerning the rapid initial

conguest of the region. Now the narrative is concerning a slower long term taking of the
land and making it theirs. They went in very rabidly and overran the enemy and then

went back to take possession ofliit verse 18 we see that there were long protracted wars
with some of the kings.

Joshua gives the general regions of the lands conquered. Fraith toentry of the

central area down south the Negev, including the land of Goshen. The Arabah or Jordon
River Valley to the northern hill country including Mt Hermon over to Lebanon. The one
region not specifically listed is the coastal plains alonghtiwee of the Mediterranean

Sea, which is the area settled by the Philistines who were coming to the #doudiathe

same timeThe Philistines were sea people from the Greek Islands who were moving
from the Islands to north Africa and the area of coastal Levant.
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I n verse 17 the phrase fAall the kingso i
absolute sese. There were some small local kings that had survived the initial conquest.
All of the people groups had been eliminated with the exception of the Gibeonites.

We also have another important detail given in this paragraph. God had hardened the
hearts ofall the kings and people groups to go against Joshua and the Hebrews. God
hardened their hearts so that they would oppose Jeghah would lead to them being
destroyedGod had told Moses and Joshua that the Canaanites need to all die or they
would be asource of problems to Israel. To that end, God hardened their hearts so that
they all would be executed.

11:21-23

Joshua singles out the Anakimtich had been driven out of Hebron and settled in the

area that would become Gaza. The Anakim were giantawayohave been the ancestors

of Goliath, hundreds of years later. They were the people seen by the spies that led to 10
of the 12 spies saying they could not take the land, early in the Exodus.

Joshua describes that the Anakim were driven out of the eyeadaHebron in the north

and settled in the coastal plains of Gaza. All the Anakim were killed, except those that
had made it to Gaza. Some would eventually make it back to the hill country as we see in
Judges 1.

The conclusion of this paragraph statest tloshua took the entire Promised Land and did
all that God had told Moses. The next statement is a general statement that Joshua then
gave it as an inheritance to the people of Israel and allotted it by tribe. This serves as an
introduction and summaigyf what is given in the rest of the book of Joshua-323

. The Conquered Kings (12)

Chapter 12

12:1-6

In this paragraphywe have some historical information :
given concerning the kings that Moses had previously ,
concurred east of the Jordon in the ar@éed the (f"'
Transjordan.This region extends from the Arnon Gorge r
in the south to the foothills of Mt Hermon in the north. f
The map on the right reflects tekhows the region
conquered by Moses. /

Joshua then lists the kings defeated by Moses and the A
areashey held. The closing verse of this paragraph thel =~ «*
reflects that Moses gave the land to the Tribes of Reuk™
Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh. ap s €,

bythe |srazlites
accordin

c
| Deuteronomy 3:8-10
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12:7-24

In this largeparagraphJoshua documents the conquests west of the Jordon River in what
has been &ditionally called the Promised Land. In mamgys,this paragraph echoes
11:1617.In verse 7 we see the north south range of the land to be distributed to the

The Conquest
of Canaan

S o Wb

Damascus &

Kgdigh
.

Edom

of contests in fap f f

Canaan

ll. The Division of the Land (1i21)

Chapter 13

remaining 9 and half tribes west of the

Jordon. Baabad is in the Bekaa Valley in
southern LeAnonand is the northern extent

ofthe di stri buted |

and.

specific location is natonclusivelyknown.

We know that it was opposite Mt Seir which
is in Southern Jordon south east of the Dead
Sea. It is believed by many scholars that Mt
Halak i due west of Mt Seir in the southern
Negev what is known today debel Halagn

Arabic.

The list of conquered kings basically follows

the sequence of the conquest in cha

er

11. Verses 46 list the defeated southern

kings, verses 124 lists the defated

northern kings. It should be pointed out that
much of this list in chapter 12 corroborated
by the Amarna LettersThere were 31 kings
listed as being defeated by Joshua and his

personnelThe list is not a comprehens

ive lis,

listing every kingout all of the primary kings
are listed. In a region approximately 150 miles negbuth and 50 miles eastwest it is
surprising that there were more than 30 kings. But the reality is that these kings reigned
over citystates with only a small portiori farm land around the city. We do ssmme
kings who were able to build coitins with several other kings but without giving up
their own sovereigntyFor Joshua, the lack of a centralized government and military in
Canaan made conquest a little eastiemry T. Sell stateShere has never been a greater
war for a greater cause. The battle of Waterloo decided the fate of Europe, but this series

decide the fate

of

This section of the book of Joshua should be viewed in the context of the covenant

2ponald K. Campbelli J o s inTte Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptedes. F. Walvoord and R. B.

Zuck, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 355.
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relationship between God and his chosen people. The land that they had just generally
conquered was the promised blessing in the covenant between God and His people. This
sectiondeals with the division of the Promised Land to the tribes as part of the fulfilment of
the covenant. The basic theological construct to be seen in this section is that faith and
obedience brings possession of the land, not title but possession, whike faings exile

from the land. It will always be thaibut they may not always possess it.

A. Unconguered Peoples (187)

The opening verse of this section reminds us that Joshua was now very old. He had left

Egypt with Moses and was one of only two figly age men to leave Egypt and make it

into the Promised Land. The other being Caleb. It would appear that one purpose of this
verse was to serve as an indication that with the completion of the major battles in the
conquest Joshua transitions from saldeeadministrator. There was now much to do to

settle the land and organize the people into farmers and city dwellers. The only thing

these people knew was the nomadic lifestflevondering through the wilderness. Their

parents only knew life as slavesi Egy pt . Mosesd job was to br
slaves to being soldiers. Joshua then took those soldiers and now it was time to transition
themto be farmers and permanent dwellers in the land.

We also see in this paragraph that there still reethdome people and areas to conquer.
The Philistines had not yet been conquefiéds is the only place that the Philistines are
listed in the book of Joshua. It is believed that this is because they were still limited to
coastal plain area which is todeglled Gaza. They had not yet expanded varinfand

as they would during the time of the judges and even further during the time of the
United MonarchyThe Philistines are listed as being Canaanites in verse 3. Joshua also
lists the five rulers of thehilistines by their citiedVhile the Philistines were nof
Canaanite heritage this is still an accurate description since they did share Canaanite land
and Canaanite farming and business practices. The Philistines were from the region of
Modern Greecand had become a sea faring people after being driven out of Greece.
They settled in the Gaza regiand began to adopt the practices of the Canaanite people.

In addition to the Philistines we have recorded several other people groups who had not
been coquered by Joshua and his forcése other regions not conquered were the
Phoenician Coagif Lebanonand the mountain area of Lebanbimder the reigns of

King David and Solomon these regions were conquered and made part ofllseael.
majority of the lad was conquered but there remained pockets of people not conquered.

B. The TransJordanian Inheritances (13 33)

In verse 8 Joshua reiterates that God had gtheough Moseghe territory east of the
Jordon to the half tribe of Manasseh and to the tabéxuben and Gad. Th®undaries
of the land was broken down as follows:
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From Aroer in the Valley of the Arnon River, along with the city in the middle of the

valley which is currently

unknown, including the " g , L
tableland of Medeba and Mm * vf*glf

Dibon, North to inclue the " oo iy

cites of the Amorites including ' s

Heshbon, further north to N
include the region of the :gg%um i
Geshurites and Maacathites ug .

to Mount Herman, and then i 9 = ...
west to include all Bashan. % :

s WEST
<" MANASSEH
*Tirman

In Verse 14 the Tribe of Levi L et m s g
was given no inheritance in the e i o
region East of thdordon or - |
West of the Jordon. Instead the y

Levites were given portions of
many of the sacrifices and
would be provided for by the
sacrifices of the other tribeln
chapter 21 we will see the citie:

and surrounding areas given tg | 7
the LevitesThis verse sems | T B, s v
out of place and may have bee. .
an editorial comment made at a later dates technical term for this is emendation.

j Kedemoh™
'REUBEN ‘

| busng
(7 At
:

..........

MOAB
Kirfigesetn®

Reuben was given land previously occupied by Moab east of the Dead Sea. This is
describedhs from the Wad{Dry River) Arnon north agar as Heshbon over to the Dead
Sea.The identity of the city in verse 16 descrited At he city in the
has not been identified. The tribe of Reuben occupied the region from the Arnon north to
a line from Heshbon west to the JordordRion the north end of the De&ea.

The Tribe of Gad was given the area of Jazer, the cities of Gilead laiodl the land of

the Amorites This would include the area sotghst of the Sea of Galilee then south to
the line between Heshbon and the hand of the Dead Sea. The western boundary was
the Jordon River and the eastern boundary 35 miles or sd besterritory included
several cities in the northern section of this land.

To the half Tribe of Manasseh Moses gave all of the territoryeokiting of Bashan, all

the towns of Jair, sixty cities and half of Gilead. This included the east shore of Galilee
north to Mt Hermon and east into what is today Syfibe interior of the southern

territory of Manasseh reached down into the territory @d.® verse 31 we see that

Moses gave half of the territory of the Half Tribe of Manasseh to the clan of Machir. That
calm was apparently one of the clans that desired to stay east of the Jordon.
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The above map shows the land distributions for all thedrin the Promised Land.
Spend just a little time to familiarize yourself with the lalstribution east of the Jordon
River.

. The Canaanite Inheritances (149)

Joshua novgoesinto the distribution of the land west of the Jordon Riveshua
describeghat the central regiois more firmly controlled by the HebrewSrom theréhe
moves on to the periphery tribes whose hold on the territory is a little les3kare.
central region, the heart of the Promised Land was in firm control but it became less
controlled the further out from the center.

Chapter 14

14:1-6

The firstverse gives us a little more detail concerning the administration of the

distribution of the landNotice that Eleazar the High Priest along with the heads of the

clans and tribes workiewith Joshua to distribute the larithis reveals to us that Joshua

led a larger group of leaders that had formed a military theocratic government. There

was no distinction between the civil government, the religious government, or the tribes

and clansOne unified government which covered both civil and religious aspects of the

life of thisnewnatonThi s reveals to us that from Godd
between our spiritual life and the rest of our I@ar spiritual life is what shoulioshform

the rest of our life.

In verse two we are given another piece of information concerning the distribution of the

land to the tribes; it was by loAs we saw after the defeat at Ai lots were used to

determine the will of God. The Hebrews believiedtta sovereign God would make the

dice fall in the way He wanted to give direction to the pedptethrough a system of the

casting of lotghe land was divided among the tribége have nothing recorded in

Scripture or in extrdiblical texts that exlins how the lots are cast and read. We have
previously explored fAlotsod and observed th
them. How they are thrown or cast and read is not known.

We are also reminded that the Levites didnective an inheritare in the Promised

Land. The Levites were to be dispersed throughout lands given to the other tribes. As
Godbébs representatives to the people it was
was the responsibility of the priesthood to lead the peopleinworship of God and in

their daily life in the Israelite society beganother explanation is given that the two

sons of Joseph, Manasseh and Ephraim were given allocations so no allocation to Levi

was given.

14:6-15

As the Hebrews approached theithern end of the Promised Land, just a few days after

the Exodus from Egypt Moses commissioned 12 men, one from each tribe to go into the
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Promised Land to spy it out. Of these 12 spies, only two thought that God would give
them the land and give the Hetmethe ability to take the land. These two men were
Joshua and Caleb. Joshua was appointed by Moses, at the direction of God, to be Moses
assistant and leader in training. Joshua then took over after the death of Moses.

The other man selected as a spypwhme back wi a positive report was Caldbere n

verse 6 we see that Caleb was the son of Jephunneh and a member of the clan of
Kenizzites.It appears that the Kenizzites were a clan or tribe from Edom, not in the

nation of Israel.In Numbes 16:6 wesee that Caletepresented the tribe of Judah in the

group of 12 spiesVas Caleb a Hebrew or an Edordiitehat may be a question we

cannot answer based upon the Biblical T&kiere are scholars who argue that Caleb was
Judean through his father, perhapgentile, married a Judean women. Others argue that
the clan he came from was a clan from the
not indicate whether it is Judean or not.

What we do see in the text here is that Caleb had a legitimate clainntzeatancan

the Promised Land, regardless of his ethnic ancestry. As one of the two spies who trusted
God to give the land into their hand and as a faithful military leader during the conquest
Caleb was due an inheritanicethe Promised Landn versel4 we see that Joshua
considered him as Afully following the Lor
God and to Godds aMogesrecordsandNurhbera I8:80 & 14:®thah u a .
Caleb was full of faith and courage.

The land thaCaleb regested was the area around what is today known as Hebron
approximately 30 milesouthwest of modern Jerusalem in what is often referred to as the

AWest Banko. At the time of the conquest o
Kirjath-Arba. We also sei@ verse 15hat this city was named after a warier named Arba.
Arba is described as Athe greatest man amo

that theNephilim are descendants of Anak. The passage in Numbers focuses on the

report of the spies who hawne into the Promised Land. 10 of the 12 spies saw the

Nephilim as an opposing force that could not conquer due tosikeirThe Nephilim are
considered to be the same as the Anakim. The Nephiliftame viewed as a giant race

that has its ancestry In Genesis 64 and what appears to be the union of fallen angels

and human women. It is my belief that this
plan of the messiah.

The difficulty with viewing the giants in the Promised Land as being descenofahie

union recorded in Genesis 6 is that that union occurred prior to the Flood of Noah. Of
course, we know that the flood of Noah end
either Noahdéds DNA was already c¢ompresatmi s ed
of a second unholy union of fallen angels and human women after the flood. That seems

to me to be the best answer to this questiae.commonly understood that Jude 6 refers

t o t he 0 siroGesesief Wh@tavd do not have anywhere iptog is an

account of this unholy union occurringecond time. If the Nephilim and Anakim are

not the result of this unholy union, we are devoid of any explanation of who these giants
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are.

What we do know is that the majority of the spies were afrfaidesn more than 40 years
earlier and they remained in control of the land around Hebron. It was only Caleb and
Joshua, among the spies that had faith in God and now Caleb had faith in God to give
him this land. Caleb requested the land held by the didinitsk as a testimony of his

faith and confidence in God. Caleb remained full of faith and courage.

Chapter 15

We move now into the distribution of the land to the various tribes. For many Bible

Studentsthis section becomes tedious. It is difficidtsee Biblical Principle in text that

describes geographic boundaries. While we may not recognize the terdiadnabarks

referred to in the text, by focusing only on the landmarks we miss what else is contained

in the text.To build on this we need to lfly go back to 14:2. This was not an

arbitrary allotment of territory but an allotment that was based upon the direction of God.
Throughtheusedf |l ot so or dice, territory was di st
the High Priest together soughe direction of God. Here in chapter 15 that becomes

very clear that the Leadership of the peopéstrusting God to make His plan known to

them through the use oflodle cannot skip over this part ¢
years earlier the Hebreswvere afraid God would not give the land into their hand and

now they had seen God work in the conquest and were now prepared to have God divide

the land among thenThe transformation during those 40 years in the wilderness of the

Hebrews to now becomeaiaelites who were trusting God and following His plan. As the
distribution of the land is recounted in the text we need to seedhty of the

transformation, however short lived it was.

God was distributing to the tribes territory and within thaitty to the clans and within

that territory to the families. Each of the larger territories were marked and recorded. The
smaller territoriesvere similarly marked. Msesin Deuteronomy 19:149 av e sGo d 0
direction to Israetoncerning the territory thayould receive in the Promised Land.
Mosessaidthat they cannot move the boundaries of the territory that were set at the
conquest. The distribution of the land was set by God and they did not haighthe

change it, it was against the law of Godrtove the boundarie$his gives us an

indication that the covenant between God and the people of Israel concerning the land
was very important to both God and to Isr&efact, the land becomes central to the
relationship between God and HitioserPeope, Israell sr ael 6 s possession
the land depended on their obedience to the law God had given to them through Moses. A
continued violation of the law would result in the temporary loss of the use and

possession of the land. A continued obedigndge law would result in the continued
possession and use of the law. When we skip over the distribution of the land we miss the
indication in the text of the importance of the land.
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15:1-12

The allotment of a portiothe land west of the Jordon rivier the tribe of Judah is
recordedin1512Judaho6s all ot ment of territory was
northern tip of the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean Sea and north of a line west from the
southern tip of the Dead Sea to the River of Egypt (WbArish). We will see in

chapter 19 that the allotment of land to the tribe of Simeon was completely within the

tribe of Judah.

15:1319

We also see in verses-13 that the portion of land given to Caleb was in the allotment to
Judah. Caleb, one of thwo spies who believed that God would give the land into their
hands was promised his choice of land. Joshua maintained that promise.

15:20-62

In verses 2652 of chapter 15 we see the list of cities within the territory given to the
Tribe of Judah. Citie along with the smaller villages around them. Each city had farm
land around them as well as smaller cities the larger city were responsible for protecting
and providing forEach of these cities had their own military force to provide such
protection.

15:21-32

These verses describe the cities in the Negev. These cities are loosely centered around
Beersheba which is at the headwaters of the Wadi Besor.

15:33-36

These verses describe the cities in the northern area of Judah which is in the vicinity of
theWadi Sorek.

15:37-41
In the centralowlands,we findthese smaller cities.
15:42-44

These are cities in the Shephelah or lowlands., a little south of the most northern Judean
cities.

15:45-47

Here we have listed the cities in the Philistine Plain. Jdddhot conquer these and

Israel did nopossesshem until David defeated the Philistines during his refityen
then it was not possessed as part of Israel but as occupied territory.

15:48-60

These four cities are in the Judean hill country and arempiexs$ in a roughly north to
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south order.
15:60-62

These verses list the wilderness outposts near the northern end of the Dead Sea. This
were very important outposts because they served as the first line of defense from nations
and tribes invading into Jat from the East.

15:63

In verse 63 we have the first of many problems for the people of Igra€anaanites
werenot dealt with. Theity of Jebus (Jerusalem) was not conquered by the Hebrews. It
remained a Canaanite stronghold until the time of Kiagid. He took the city and made

it the capital of Israel 7 years into his rule. That means that throughout the period of the
Judges and King Saul Jerusalem remained in the control of the Canaanites.

While the boundaries are important there are othagghihat we learn concerning Israel

and the nations around Israel. W&@vi n ver se 1 here that Judaho
the south east by EdorAs the Hebrews approach#éw area east of the Jordon River

they sought permission from the King of Edtortravel through the land to make

conquest in the Promised Lar{tlum 20:1421) The king of Edom rejected this request

and forced the Hebrews to go around Edom. This setup hostility between the people of

Edom and the Israelites. From the very beginningp® Nation of Israel in the Promised

Land they had enemies on their boarder.

Chapter 16

Chapters 16 and 17 describe the Oatfiisbt ment
blush this section is a bit confusing. There is no tribe of Joseph wieighathe reader

must have some historical context to understand the text. In place of Joseph his two sons
Ephraim and Manasseh became the progenitors of tribes. Joshua refers to them
collectively as the People of Joseph.

16:1-4

The boundary is formednaaline from the Jordon River west through Jericho, Bethel and
Al until the boundary with the allotment of Dan at Gezer in the coastal plain. Around the
allotment to Dan to the Mediterranean Sea. This line forms the southern boundary of the
people of Joseph.

16:5-10

Some of the landmark descriptions in this section are not possible for us to locate which
results in our not being able to completely define the boundariéise Tribe of

Ephraim. Ataroth and Upper Beltoron are believed to have been in atdbethern

border in the central highlands.

The northern boundary beginning at Michmethath which is possibly located on a ridge
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south from Shechem. The border follows that ridge through Shechem to the Wadi Faria.
The next part of the description of the bdarycloseto the Jordon River seems to be a

little more difficultto set. If the list of cities described next are the boundary line then
Ephraim did not have access to the Jordon River, which seems unlikely. It appears more
likely that these cities arac¢luded in the territory but not the boundary. It also may be

that the Arabah, the Jordon Valley east of Jericho was so barren that it was not worth
possessing.

From Tappuah, which is some distance south from Michmethath, west to the Wadi Kanah
to the Medterranean Sea. Notice in verse 9 that Ephraim also controlled some cities in
the area of Manasseh just to the north.

In verse 10 we see that the people of Joseph did not conquer the people of Gezer. Even
though Gezer was in their allotted territory tligg not conquer theniephraim also did

not conquer the people of the hill country. These Canaanites were allowedwbitite

causé problems for Israel.

Chapter 17

Half of the tribe of Manassdimd been allotted land east of the Jordon and the otlier hal
within the land given to the people of Joseph.

17:1-2

Here we have the distribution to several clans of Manasseh. All of the significant clans of
Manasseh were descendants of Machir, both on the east and west sides of the Jordon
River. We see several tife clans referred to as Machirites in other texts. We have listed
in these verse the six major clans west of the Jorloese clans are the same clans as
listed in Numbes 26:2933.

17:36

The daughters of Zelophehad approached Joshua and remindea thaglGod had
commanded Moses they were to have an inheritance in the land since their father had no
sons. This was contrary to the normal practice of land being owned by men and given to
sons. But here we see special Divine promises being kept by Jéghatawe should see

in this paragraph is that God always keeps His promises.

17:7-13

In thispassageye have thelescription of thallotment of land to Manassehhe

previous verse gives more detailspecific allocations while the present passagaildet

the overall distribution. We see in this distribution that for the second time some cities
assignedo one tribe are actually within the boundaries of another tribe. In 16:9 we saw
cities assigned to Ephraim were within the boundaries of Manabsehr text here we

see cities allotted to Manasseh are actually within Issachar and Abketities of
Manasseh that were in Issachar and Asher were most likely in the Jezreel Valley which
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never really was taken over by Israel. Much of the Jezreel i@hagined in the hands

of the Canaanite§o,while these cities were allotted to Manasseh they were not
possessed by Manasseh. Historical evidence also points that Manasseh never occupied
and possessed the coastal region assigned to them.

17:1418

In this final paragraph of chapter 5
17, verses 148 we se@gain,
what for many may be a confusing

statement , it he ,
As we know there is no tribe of 0\ s
ﬁ J 0 S e p h O . W| t h & = ) Ramoth Gilead ¢

Prime Minister,
Ephraim and Manasseh, were
blessed in his place, and became
the progenitors of the tribes of
Ephraim and Manasselm our
presenparagraphwe see the
leaders of the tribe of Ephraim
complaining about their small
allocation despite the size of the
tribe. We also see in the text tha
the Ephraimites did not want to o 0w B
have to fight for the land and clea | oo | ¥ The Twelve Tribes

the land. It appears that because of Israel

they were the tribe of Joseph they

should be given better territory and should not have to work so hard for it. This is in
contrast to Caleb who enthastically took on the enemy to possess the land allocated to
him. Joshua told the Ephraimite leadership that they were free to expand their territory by
taking the territoryof the hill country and removing the trees to provide farmland.

Neither Manassebr Ephraim were able to take complete possession of the land allotted

to them. Both tribes failed in their duty to remove the Canaanites and other peoples in the
land. We see in Judges 1:28 that as the Israelites got stronger they subjected the
Canaaniteso paying tribute to Israel but did not overthrow them. This would become the
source of future problems for Israel and may have contributed to the division between the
tribes of the north and the tribes of the south as the Canaanites occupied an area that
separated north and south. It is possible that Israel was always divided, at least to a small
degree, north and south.

Chapter 18

Chapters 189 describe for us the land allotted to, what some scholars describe as
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fiper i ph &MatH thetexceptioef@enjamin and Simeon, the tribes are given
territory removed from the heartland of Israel. This territeag harder to conquer, some
might even say it was impossible to conquer. This territory included the flat
Mediterranean coastal region along witk tbanaanite controlled valleys between Galilee
and Ephraim. The Jordon Valley should also be listed in this territory as difficult to
conquerThe tribes that received their inheritance in the coastal plains and valleys had a
much more difficult task to e theirterritory. But with the greater difficulty also comes
greater opportunitjo see God provide for them atake the land for them, as happened

in Jericho and other locatiorSod simply asked for faithfulness and faith in Him. |

return God wouldhave provided full possession of the territory.

18:1

This very short paragrapsets the stage for the rest of the chapter. Shiloh was the

location of the Tabernacle where God eatm meet the people of Israel, where the people

came to worship Godn thisversewe see the collective of tribes come together to
worship God at Shilolhi | oh had become the fAnational ¢
important place in the Promised Land. It provided a place for large gatherings of people

where they could collectivelgssemble and worship. | think it is safe to say that in the

meetings at Shilohot every person in Israel was in attendance. Attendance would have

been made up of leaders of tribes, clans, and families. This still would result in large

numbers of peopleding gathered.

We al so read dt he | aClarly, royall thentdoriotyavas bef or e
subdued. There were several places, such as the coastal pladine dezreel valley that

had not been subdued, so how do we square the statement Hede?itt Appears that at

this point in history Israel was in a position to take control of the entire Promised Land.

But despite being in a position to take all of the Promised Land they had not yet taken it

all. This statement is a generalization.

18:2-7

With the leadership of the people gathered together in Shiloh, Jeshiraled the

people that seven of the tribes still had not secured their territory. Sure, they were in a
position as a national group of peopte take the land, but seven of the taliead not yet
completed their tasks and subdued the land and taken complete possession of it. Notice
what Jos hu&owdandkvsll ydu lpue aff:going in to take possession of the

land, which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has givengqou? h ccnpt neked to fear

in taking the land, God had already given it to them. As God had already demonstrated to
the people He would fight for them and provide for them. But the people still remained
afraid and had not yet taken possession of the land.

Joshuaordered the tribes to assign men to form a joint tribal force that he would then
assign to go anslurveythe land yet to be occupietihey would then bring back that

13 Elwell, Walter A.Evangelical Commentary on the Bib\éol. 3. Baker Reference Library. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,

1995.
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survey and Joshua, through the casting of lots would assign the land to the remaining
sevan tribes.

We also see that the Levites would not be included in this as their inheritance as their
inheritance is the priesthood of the Lord. The Levites would receive cities as well as
possession to live off of. They also would be provided for througiethand sacrificial
system.

18:8-10

The seven tribes assigned their men to the joint tribal force and then Joshua
commissioned them on their mission. They traveled through the land and recorded the
information in a book. That book was brought back tio&hand there Joshua divided up
the remaining lande learn in Joshua 19:51 that Eleazar thepigist was the one that
cast the lots to determiniee distribution of the land to the tribe.

18:11-28

This paragraph documents the territory allottedhottibe of BenjaminDespite the fact

that the territory allotted to Benjamin is small compared to Judah almost as much detail is
given to Benjamin as is given to Judah. There are a couple of explanations for this. The
first is that the book of Joshua &aps to have a Southern or Judean slant to it. That

means it seems to have favored the primarily southern tribes, Benjamin being one, over
the tribes which would eventually make up the Northern confederation, later called Israel.
The second explanation mhg that the territory allotted to Benjamin was central to all of
Israel and contained what would eventually become the capital of Israel under King
David.

Benj ami nrobsrdenmaiches thersouthern boundary of Joseph (Ephraim &

Manasseh) with the erption of the mention of Betlven which is not included in

Ephrai méds border. The stated southern bord
The only exception is in the name of Gelio
J udah 0 s hibimdicades that theSe are variants of the same name.

There are groups of cities mentioned in the text as well. A list of cities oriented east in
21-24 and west in 228. The second group of cities includes the cities of Gibeon. These
cities along witlthe military might these cities provide provided prestige for Benjamin.

Chapter 19

19:1-9

This paragraph details the territory allotted to Simeon. In Judges 1:3 we discovered that
Judah and Simeon had formed a confederation to fight togé&tiieis demamstratedn

the fact that Simeonods t er r,hichmegansiJuwlahc o mpl e
would be the primary protection for Simedrhis arrangement would eventually lead to

the Tribe of Simeoto be all but completely absorbed by Judaimeon tibal clans
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would remain but the tribe eventually lost all of its own ideritityal functions.

It appears that as Israel made the general conquest of the Promised Land the initial
distributions of land were made based on a limited knowledge of thengriihis

resulted in Judah receive considerably more land than they required.T@9:9)

compensatel udahdés territory was changed with so

19:10-16

In this paragraph, we see the distribution of the land to the tribe of Zegbu. Zebul un o6
territory extended from the Sea of Galilee to the Mediterranean on the west. The western

side of the territory was originally possessed by Manasseh. It took masyorear

Zebulun to possess the western edge of their territory. (Josh Wel@je unable to

specifically state the | ocation of the nor
territory due to many of the locations specified moespecifically known.
19:17-23

The next distribution is to the tribe of IssacHgather than givig the boundaries for this
tribal territory, we are given the principle cities given to the tribe. All of these cities are in
the eastern plain of Esdraeldrhis places the tribal area of Issachar south westeof t

Sea of Galilee stretching from Mt Tabaush to Jezreel.

19:24-31

The fifth lot fell to the tribe of Asher. The boundaries are described first by the cities of
the western border from north to soutimfortunately,we do not know the specific
location of most of these citied/e can approximatie rest of the territory since some

of the remaining towns are known. The territory forms a long narrow strip along the
Mediterranean Sea from north of Tyre in Modern Lebanon to south of Acco.

It should be pointed out that this time Tyre was inland fteencoast and was a well
fortified city. It does not appear that Asher ever conquered the city. Later an Island was
built offshore %2 mile that became almost impossible to take.

19:32-39

Naphtali was the next tribe to receive territory by lot. Again tiescmentioned are not

known but it does appear that Naphtali s t
4:11) based upon the location of Zaanannim being by Kedlastterritory boundary ran

from the southwest toward the northwest up to the headwattéine Jordon near Mt

Hermon. From Mt Tabor in the south to Mt Hermon in the north.

We have in this paragraph a section that has caused a little confusion. Several cities on

the east side of the Jordon River are listed in this passage as belongidahtod#spite

the fact that Judahoés t er rThasescitigsweres wel |t o
possessed by Jair of the tribe of Judah. (1 Chroi22)4
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19:40-48

The seventh tribe to receive its territory by lot is Dan. This territory was to thefvest
Benjamin and also took some territory that had been previously part of Judah and
Ephraim. Specific description of the boundaries is not given but it can be determined by
what is known of the other tribes surrounding it.

The territory given to Dan washconquered and completely possessed. It eventually
became the stronghold of the Philistines who had come to the region about the same time
from Greece. Dan needing more territory to conquer and possess went northeast toward
Leshem(Laish)and there tooknore territory.In the northern territory of Naphtali toward

Mt Hermon lies the city of Dan. It was in this area that Dan also conquered territory. It is
this reason that some maps of the tribes of Israel have Dan in the central region and
others have Danortheast.

19:4950

Next, we see that Joshua receités own inheritance. Joshua asked for the city of
Timnath-Serah. Notice that this was not a thought of the people but the command of God
to the people. God commanded the people to make this gifthoaldde deserved it as

one of the 12 original spies and only one of 2 spies who actually trusted God for the
territory. The other being Caleb already received his reward. Joshua was eventually
buried there. (Joshua 24:30)

19:51

We now have the formal condion to the section in which the land was divided and

given to the tribes. We should take note that this process was one which involved Joshua,
Eleazar the high priest as well as the tribal leadership as well as direction from God
through the casting ofdis.

. The Sacred Inheritances {Z1)

Chapter 20

20:1-6

We see in this paragraph the command to establish 6 cities of refuge. Common in the
Ancient Near East (ANE) was the practice of vengeance. Without modern law
enforcement and court systems the ANEwadld families of the deceased to carry out
vengeance on the guilty party. The cites of refuge were fully functioning cities in every
other regard. But they also provided a place that a person could flee to for protection
following the accidental death of @her. Following an accidental death, the person

could flee to a city of refuge and there plead his case to the city officials, a jury of sorts.
While in the city of refuge, the person was protected until the local city officials, the jury,
rendered a desion.If they found the person guilty he would be handed twé¢hne

avenging family If not guilty the person would be protected as long as he remained in the
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city. Then, upon the death of the High Priest at the time of the incident the innocent
person wa free to leave the city, vengeance was no longer permitted. Moses received
these instructions from the Lord and relayed them to the people in Numbef83%:9
Deuteronomy 19:113.

20:7-9

In these verse the Israelites go through the process of namisgting aside the cities

of refuge. Three cities were west of the Jordon and three cities were east of the Jordon
River. The author of the book of Hebrews hints that the cities of refuge were a
foreshadowing of the refuge we receive in Jesus Christ. §H&)

Chapter 21

21:1-8

We see in this pagraph the leadership of the three primary Levitical clans came to

Eleazar, the High Priest. These leaders caapeesenting the entire tribe requesting the
cities that were promised to the tribe. (Num 35:2) They
were to be given cities within the boundaries of the other
tribes. The allotment of these cities was made through the
same process as the other tribal allotments, through the
casting of lots.

The Levites were primarily divided into three clans. The

Kohathtes, the Gershonites and the Merarifesiong the

Kohathites the descendants of Aaron received 13 cities in

the territories ofludah, Simeon and Benjamin. To the rest

of the Kohathites 10 cities from the territories of Ephraim,

Dan and the half tribe of &hasseh. The Gershonites
received the next allotmeanf 13 cities from the territories of Issachar, Asher, Naphtali,
and the half tribe of Manassefhe Merarites were next to receive their allotment. They
received 12 cities from the tribes of Reuben, &@ad ZebulunAll of these cities and the
pasture land around the cities were given to the Levites.

21:9-19

We now move into a more detailed view of the cities given to the descendants of Aaron
which werein Simeon and Judah. THest city named is Kirialh-Arba (Hebron). We also

are reminded that the fields of the city and its villages had been given to Caleb for his
possession/Ve should understand this as the tillable fields close to KiAatia

belonged to Caleb but the pasture land belonged to tertemts of AaronWe also see
that Hebron was a city of refuge for the manslalyeshould be noted that these cities

were not solely possessed by the Levites, but they were the primary residents and had
control of the citiesOther cities given were Litah, Jattir, Eshtemoa, Debir, Ain, Juttah,
Bethrshemesh, all out of Judah and Simeon. As a cl&riestsjt was important that
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