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Introduction 

Evangelism! The Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary defines Evangelism as: 

Active calling of people to respond to the message of grace and commit oneself 

to God in Jesus Christ. 1 

Evangelism is commonly thought to be a church age process only but Scripture clearly reveals 

that evangelism was always part of God plan of redemption. From the time of the first sin and 

God response to it evangelism was part of the plan. The very first evangelist was God, Himself.  

Genesis 3:21 (NET) 

3:21 The LORD God made garments from skin for Adam and his wife, and 

clothed them.2  

As God expelled Adam and Eve from the Garden He provided for them a covering for their sin, 

in the form of animal skins. Those animals had their blood shed so that the skins could be 

provided. A forerunner of the shedding of blood for the remission of sins. God provided for them 

a way out and we have to assume that He told them about the significance of the blood that was 

shed.  

We also see Evangelism in other Old Testament places.  

 1 Kings 8:41ï45 (NET)  

8:41 ñForeigners, who do not belong to your people Israel, will come from a 

distant land because of your reputation. 8:42 When they hear about your great 

reputation and your ability to accomplish mighty deeds, they will come and 

direct their prayers toward this temple. 8:43 Then listen from your heavenly 

dwelling place and answer all the prayers of the foreigners. Then all the 

nations of the earth will acknowledge your reputation, obey you like your 

people Israel do, and recognize that this temple I built belongs to you.  

8:44 ñWhen you direct your people to march out and fight their enemies, and 

they direct their prayers to the LORD toward his chosen city and this temple I 

built for your honor, 8:45 then listen from heaven to their prayers for help and 

vindicate them. 

Psalm 22:27ï28 (NET) 

                                                 
1 G. William Schweer, ñEvangelism,ò ed. Chad Brand et al., Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 

2003), 518. 

2 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition; English. (Biblical Studies Press, 2006). (All Scripture from the NET Bible unless otherwise 

noted) 
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    22:27 Let all the people of the earth acknowledge the LORD and turn to 

him!  

    Let all the nations worship you!  

    22:28 For the LORD is king  

    and rules over the nations. 

Isaiah 2:2ï4 (NET) 

    2:2 In the future  

    the mountain of the LORDôs temple will endure  

    as the most important of mountains,  

    and will be the most prominent of hills.  

    All the nations will stream to it,  

    2:3 many peoples will come and say,  

    ñCome, let us go up to the LORDôs mountain,  

    to the temple of the God of Jacob,  

    so he can teach us his requirements,  

    and we can follow his standards.ò  

    For Zion will be the center for moral instruction;  

    the LORD will issue edicts from Jerusalem.  

    2:4 He will judge disputes between nations;  

    he will settle cases for many peoples.  

    They will beat their swords into plowshares,  

    and their spears into pruning hooks.  

    Nations will not take up the sword against other nations,  

    and they will no longer train for war. 

While it is true that Godôs program was to work through the Nation of Israel for most of the Old 

Testament God promised that the entire world would be blessed through Israel. That blessing is 

manifested through the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. It is in the New Testament, first in the 

Gospels, then the Book of Acts, The Epistles and finally in the Book of Revelation, that 

evangelism becomes a major thrust of Christian Doctrine. While the word ñevangelismò does not 

appear in the Bible it is seen in the very fabric of the pages of scripture.  

The word ñevangelismò comes from the Greek word ŮŬɔɔɏɚɘɞɜ (euangelion)3 which means 

ñgospelò or ñgood newsò. In various forms it is used often in the New Testament to describe the 

act of preaching or proclaiming the good news of the gospel.  

In Luke 8 we have recorded how Jesus handles evangelism Himself as he dealt with Mary 

Magdalen and then as He taught the parable of the sower. This parable is a good place to being a 

study of evangelism. 

 

                                                 
3 http://transliterate.com/  All Hebrew or Greek Transliterations are based upon Society of Biblical Literature Transliteration Schema   

http://transliterate.com/
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Luke 8:4ï8 (NET) 

8:4 While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from 

one town after another, he spoke to them in a parable: 8:5 ñA sower went out 

to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled 

on, and the wild birds devoured it. 8:6 Other seed fell on rock, and when it 

came up, it withered because it had no moisture. 8:7 Other seed fell among the 

thorns, and they grew up with it and choked it. 8:8 But other seed fell on good 

soil and grew, and it produced a hundred times as much grain.ò As he said 

this, he called out, ñThe one who has ears to hear had better listen!ò  

Jesusô parable of the sower illustrates that there are different ways for people to respond to the 

same gospel. That is a fact that must be accepted as we present the gospel to the world around us. 

Luke 8:11ï15 (NET) 

8:11 ñNow the parable means this: The seed is the word of God. 8:12 Those 

along the path are the ones who have heard; then the devil comes and takes 

away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 

8:13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they 

hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in a time of testing 

fall away. 8:14 As for the seed that fell among thorns, these are the ones who 

hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the worries and riches 

and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 8:15 But as for the seed 

that landed on good soil, these are the ones who, after hearing the word, cling 

to it with an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with steadfast endurance. 

In these verses Jesus explains the meaning of the parable. He demonstrates that the gospel given 

does not always result in conversion. It is never wasted but it does not always result in 

conversion. Four types of people are represented by the four kinds of soil. The first type of 

people are those who hear the gospel but do not believe it due to the work of Satan. The second 

type of people are those who hear the gospel and rejoice in what it says but do not stick with it. It 

would appear that they give some intellectual assent to the words of the gospel or maybe an 

emotional response to the call to salvation. When things do not go the way they expect or have 

been led to believe they would the walk away. The third type of person are those who listen and 

seem interested in the message but never commit because of their desire for things of this world. 

The fourth group of people listens to the gospel, accepts it and produces results, i.e. a crop of 

fruit.  

The Bible Knowledge Commentary adds this paragraph to the discussion of the soil types: 

As Jesusô ministry progressed, it was evident that each of these groups 

surfaced: (1) The Pharisees and religious leaders refused to believe. (2) Some 

people rallied around Jesus because of His miracles of healing and feeding but 

refused to stay with His message (e.g., John 6:66). (3) Others, such as the rich 
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ruler (Luke 18:18ï30), were interested in Jesus but would not accept Him 

because of the strong pull of materialism. (4) Others followed Him and were 

committed to His Word regardless of the cost (e.g., 8:1ï3).4  

All Christians involved in spreading the gospel (which should be all Christians) must recognize 

the reality of the soil types and recognize they will not ñwinò everyone to Christ in their first 

encounter, or some in any encounter. The Christian should also recognize that their responsibility 

is not to ñwinò the non-believer. It is to present the gospel to them and do everything they can to 

see them come to faith, but their faith comes from God not from you.  

Who? 

Whenever a discussion of evangelism takes place in the context of a local church the question is 

always asked: Who? Who should be involved in evangelism? Someone will state that in the early 

church there was the gift of evangelists to the church.  

Ephesians 4:11 (NET) 

4:11 It was he who gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as 

evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 

It appears that Evangelist was an early church position or function given by Jesus for the purpose 

of growing the church. Some argue that evangelism is the job of the evangelist who is given by 

Jesus to the church. In this verse ñevangelistò is an office or function in the local church, but 

nothing is said in this passage or any other to relive Christians from the responsibility to share 

the gospel.  

The command to share the gospel was given by Jesus to His disciples just before He ascended 

back to heaven. 

Matthew 28:18ï20 (NET) 

28:18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, ñAll authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, 28:20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ò 

This passage is commonly referred to as the ñGreat Commissionò. It is the commissioning of 

Jesus Disciples to their ministry of reaching the world for Jesus Christ. To this we add: 

                                                 
4 John A. Martin, ñLuke,ò in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 

(Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 225. 
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Acts 1:8 (NET) 

1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the farthest parts of the earth.ò 

Also part of the ñGreat Commissionò this verse makes the commission even more specific. 

Jesusô instructions in the ñGreat Commissionò were instructions to His disciples but with the 

expectation that the instructions would then be given to each successive generation of disciples. 

Essentially disciples making disciples. We see this in Matt 28:20 where Jesus instructs them to 

ñteach them to obey everything I have commanded youò. So His disciples had the responsibility 

to teach their disciples to obey Jesus commands like they had to.  

It is in the totality of the command that we find the necessity of evangelism, ñmake disciplesò. 

We will discuss later on what is involved in making disciples. For now letôs just stipulate that 

ñmake disciplesò includes the presentation of the gospel.  

If Jesusô command to His disciples includes the instruction to make disciples who then teach 

others to obey the commands Jesus gave to the original disciples the only end result is we all are 

under the command to make disciples. We all stand in the position of disciples who have come to 

know the Lord through the work of others who came to know the Lord through the work of 

others. Ultimately if we could see the entire history of the Church age we would be able to trace 

our heritage back to the original disciples and those they won to Christ. In that regard all of us 

fall under the command made to the original disciples to ñmake disciplesò. 

What? 

We know ñwhoò, all of us, everyone who has accepted Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. The next 

question to answer is ñwhatò. What exactly did Jesus tell His Disciples and by extension us to 

do? To understand this we have to go back to Matthew. 

Matthew 28:18ï20 (NET) 

28:18 Then Jesus came up and said to them, ñAll authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, 28:20 teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ò 

Jesus told His Disciples to go, make disciples, baptize them and to teach them to obey 

everything He commanded them. What did Jesus command them? In Seminary, to answer this 

question you would take a yearlong course or more. But due to our constraints in this class we 

will not take so long, while still covering an overview of the subject. So in the following pages 

we will explore the ñwhatò of evangelism. 
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Call of the Disciples 

Early in Jesusô ministry He called the Disciples to follow Him. We can learn a great deal of the 

message He wanted them to know by looking at what He told them when He called them. 

Matthew 4:18ï22 (NET) 

4:18 As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon 

(called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea (for they were 

fishermen). 4:19 He said to them, ñFollow me, and I will turn you into fishers 

of people.ò 4:20 They left their nets immediately and followed him. 4:21 Going 

on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John 

his brother, in a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets. Then he 

called them. 4:22 They immediately left the boat and their father and followed 

him. 

Notice here what Jesus told Peter and Andrew; He would turn them into fishers of people rather 

than just of Fish. Fisher of people is an analogy that is sometimes lost on many who think of 

fishing as a hook with bait on a line, a bobber and waiting for the fish to strike. Peter and 

Andrew cast nets into the water and then hauled the nets back on board the boat. A very labor 

intensive process in which they had to be constantly active in. Peter and Andrew did not sit on 

the river bank with a fishing pole in their hands waiting for something to happen. They worked 

long hard hours to drag the nets back into the boat, often with very little to show for it.  

Jesusô call of Peter and Andrew to leave their business and to focus on fishing for people reveals 

a great deal about what they were being called to do. The message of the gospel was something 

that needed to be proclaimed to everyone who would listen. In effect they had to cast a wide net 

of the message of the gospel. It would require work from them, it would require long hours and 

long periods of time away from home.  

Sometimes they would bring up nets that were full of fish and other times their nets were pulled 

up empty. Peter and Andrew were very experienced in the fishing trade. They knew when to cast 

their nets and where. They knew how long to leave the nets in the water and when to pull them 

up. But Jesus was now calling them to fish for people, to cast out before people the message of 

the gospel and labor at winning people for the kingdom of God.  

Matthew 4:23 (NET) 

4:23 Jesus went throughout all of Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 

preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of disease and 

sickness among the people. 

The message that Jesus gave to the people was the message of the gospel of the kingdom. We 

will define the gospel message in upcoming pages of this study. Jesusô call to the men who 
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would become His disciples was to leave what they were doing and follow Him, learning from 

Him and doing what He instructed them to do.  

The Beatitudes  

Matthew also records for us Jesus teaching often referred to as the ñBeatitudesò. Beatitude is not 

a word used in scripture but comes from the Latin beatitudo which means ñblessednessò. Blessed 

is the idea of Devine favor conveyed to men. The term is applied to the teachings of Jesus in the 

Sermon on the Mount because of His frequent statements ñblessed areéò in the Sermon on the 

Mount.  

During His teaching in the Sermon on the Mount Jesus laid out the proper way for people to live 

their life, particularly in response to the law the Pharisees had perverted. Jesus was not teaching a 

replacement of the law but actually the proper fulfillment of the law. Dr. John MacArthur in his 

Study Bible notes states: 

This sermon is a masterful exposition of the law and a potent assault on 

Pharisaic legalism, closing with a call to true faith and salvation (7:13ï29). 

Christ expounded the full meaning of the law, showing that its demands were 

humanly impossible (cf. 5:48). This is the proper use of the law with respect to 

salvation: It closes off every possible avenue of human merit and leaves 

sinners dependent on nothing but divine grace for salvation (cf. Rom. 3:19, 20; 

Gal. 3:23, 24). Christ plumbed the depth of the law, showing that its true 

demands went far beyond the surface meaning of the words (5:28, 39, 44) and 

set a standard that is higher than the most diligent students of the law had 

heretofore realized (5:20).5 

When we look at the overview of the Sermon on the Mount we see that Jesus was instructing His 

disciples specifically and His other followers generally. He was teaching them about the proper 

way to live and deal with each other, especially in a relationship with God. The Sermon on the 

Mount is presented in Scripture in: Matthew 5:1-7:29 & Luke 6:20-49. From the teaching of the 

Sermon on the Mount we can see that those that follow God, those that have trusted God to save 

them should live and act different from how the sinful world does. This is an important aspect of 

what Jesus taught His disciples.  

Prophetic Warnings 

Jesus frequently warned His disciples of what was coming for them. Even though in many ways 

His disciples did not understand the warning or disregarded the warning, the warnings were real 

and accurate. In Matthewôs Gospel we have recorded some warnings that the disciples did not 

know how to process or comprehend. 

                                                 
5 John MacArthur Jr., ed., The MacArthur Study Bible, electronic ed. (Nashville, TN: Word Pub., 1997), 1399. 
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Matthew 10:17ï20 (NET) 

10:17 Beware of people, because they will hand you over to councils and flog 

you in their synagogues. 10:18 And you will be brought before governors and 

kings because of me, as a witness to them and the Gentiles. 10:19 Whenever 

they hand you over for trial, do not worry about how to speak or what to say, 

for what you should say will be given to you at that time. 10:20 For it is not 

you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

Jesus was warning His disciples that rough times were coming for them when they would be 

beaten and whipped by their own people as well as Rome. This certainly came about as all of 

them died a martyr with the exception of the Apostle John who died last of all at a very old age. 

The rest died at the hands of Israel or Rome as martyrs, sacrificing their life to serve God, 

proclaiming the gospel to the end. In many ways their lives were gospel witnesses just as their 

voice was.  

Jesus also predicted that the proclamation of the Gospel would divide families and friends. 

Matthew 10:21ï23 (NET) 

10:21 ñBrother will hand over brother to death, and a father his child. 

Children will rise against parents and have them put to death. 10:22 And you 

will be hated by everyone because of my name. But the one who endures to the 

end will be saved. 10:23 Whenever they persecute you in one place, flee to 

another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going through all the towns of 

Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

Jesus did not just tell them things would be rough for them, but also encouraged them to speak 

boldly and with confidence. 

Matthew 10:26ï27 (NET) 

10:26 ñDo not be afraid of them, for nothing is hidden that will not be 

revealed, and nothing is secret that will not be made known. 10:27 What I say 

to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 

from the housetops. 

They were to be bold in their declaration of what Jesus instructed them. They were to be bold in 

their presentation of the Gospel because they belong to God and are far more valuable than the 

birds that God takes care of. 

Matthew 10:28ï33 (NET) 

10:28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. 

Instead, fear the one who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 
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10:29 Arenôt two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the 

ground apart from your Fatherôs will. 10:30 Even all the hairs on your head 

are numbered. 10:31 So do not be afraid; you are more valuable than many 

sparrows.  

10:32 ñWhoever, then, acknowledges me before people, I will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven. 10:33 But whoever denies me before people, I will 

deny him also before my Father in heaven. 

In this teaching Jesus was advising His followers of what their life would be like as they 

proclaim the gospel to the world. The predictions made concerning them in a large part also 

apply to us. As our world turns further from following God it will become more and more 

apparent.  

Jesus also predicted His eventual death. He never hid that from His disciples, who frequently did 

not comprehend what He was telling them. 

Matthew 16:21 (NET) 

16:21 From that time on Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests, and 

experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

The death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is central to all Christian doctrine. Without the 

shedding of blood there is no remission of sins (Heb 9:22). Without the remission of sin we are 

all still dead in our sins and have no hope. Jesus died to pay the penalty, He was then raised from 

the dead to provide eternal life to those that rust Him. Early in His ministry He began to set the 

stage that His death was always part of the plan. His death was never a fall back plan. It was 

always the primary and only plan.  

Peter, in the typical speak first and think second fashion of Peter, rebuked Jesus for saying such 

things. 

Matthew 16:22 (NET) 

16:22 So Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him: ñGod forbid, Lord! 

This must not happen to you!ò 

What Peter did not yet understand was that it was Godôs plan. God would not forbid it, He 

ordered it. Jesusô instantaneous response to Peter was hard for Peter to hear. 

Matthew 16:23 (NET) 

16:23 But he turned and said to Peter, ñGet behind me, Satan! You are a 

stumbling block to me, because you are not setting your mind on Godôs 

interests, but on manôs.ò  
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Jesus had only moments before called Peter blessed and now He called him a stumbling block or 

an offense to Him. Peter could not know what the death of Jesus would mean. He had no frame 

of reference for Jesus to die. He had no way to conceive of how it would be a good thing for 

Jesus to die. Peter was expressing concern for Jesus in human terms, seeing it as a tragedy and 

defeat. Peter saw Jesus as the Messiah, the anointed one, not the dead one.  

After rebuking Peter, Jesus went on to explain the high cost of being a disciple.  

Matthew 16:24ï26 (NET) 

16:24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, ñIf anyone wants to become my 

follower, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 16:25 For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 

sake will find it. 16:26 For what does it benefit a person if he gains the whole 

world but forfeits his life? Or what can a person give in exchange for his life? 

Jesus taught them about the high cost of following Him. Not that paying the high cost earns 

salvation, but rather the high cost is the appropriate response to the salvation given to by the 

sacrifice of Jesus.  

Very often in todayôs evangelism movement potential believers are sold a bill of goods that turns 

out to be false. Many people and evangelism schemes avoid telling people what Jesus told His 

disciples, that it costs to be a disciple. Rather they tell them that when they believe in Jesus He 

takes care of everything and problems are solved. Some go as far as to say that if they have 

enough faith God will see to it that they become wealthy and have all the trappings of this world. 

But we have already seen, Jesus taught the exact opposite. It may be difficult to follow Jesus and 

His example. The message of the gospel does not include worldly wealth and health. God did not 

promise us that we would be healthy and wealthy in this life if we just trust Him. He did promise 

that He would take care of us and provide for us and that in the future as His heirs and joint heirs 

with Jesus we obtain the entire world.  

Precious Promises 

In John chapter 14, the day before Jesus died on the cross, Jesus provided His disciples with 

some precious promises concerning the future. He begins by reminding them who He is. 

John 14:1 (NET) 

14:1 ñDo not let your hearts be distressed. You believe in God; believe also in 

me. 

In this statement He is equating Himself with the Father. If they could trust God they could also 

trust Him. The grammar of this verse makes this Jesus giving a command to them and not just a 

statement. Jesus was preparing them for the hardest day in their life and He commanded them to 

trust Him like they trust the Father. He had just concluded the Passover meal with His disciples 
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in which He washed their feet and presented to them the practice of the bread and cup. (We will 

discuss communion later in our study.)  

The Disciples were completely bewildered at what was going. They did not understand the 

lesson of communion, they did not understand that Jesus had to die. They did not understand that 

one of their number was actually going to betray Him. So it was time for Jesus to give them a 

little reassuring. He was reminding them He was also God, He was placing Himself at the same 

level as God the Father. They had watched Jesus trust His Father for the last 3 plus years. Now 

He was reminding them that He and His Father are united together in purpose and mission. So 

they should trust what was coming was from the Father. In fact he ordered them to trust God.  

He then went on to give more encouragement: 

John 14:2ï4 (NET) 

14:2 There are many dwelling places in my Fatherôs house. Otherwise, I would 

have told you, because I am going away to make ready a place for you. 

14:3 And if I go and make ready a place for you, I will come again and take 

you to be with me, so that where I am you may be too. 14:4 And you know the 

way where I am going.ò 

He was signaling the end was near, the plan almost complete. But it would not be the end of 

everything, not even the end of the mission, just this phase of the mission. He would be leaving 

and preparing a place for them and for us. They understood the picture He was painting.   

The picture of the arranged marriage that all of His disciples would understand. Once the 

arrangement had been made and the couple were engaged the groom would return home to build 

the home for the couple to live in. This home usually an addition to his parentsô house. Once the 

new home was complete the groom would come for the bride. It was her job to be ready when he 

came. One the groom would arrive and call the bride the wedding feast would begin. It was not 

uncommon for this wedding feast to last seven days. At some point during the wedding feast the 

bride and groom would leave the feast and consummate the marriage while the rest partied on.    

When Jesus spoke of going to prepare a house for them and would return for them they would 

have understood the picture Jesus was painting for them. He told them this to encourage them to 

trust Him. It was going to get difficult for them in just a short while. The darkest days of their 

life to see Jesus arrested, tried, beaten and hung on the cross, dead. But he warned them and 

encouraged them that this was not then end. He was coming back to them and receive them to be 

where He is.  

That same promise is made to us as well. The Church is the bride of Christ and some day he will 

come to get us. 

Revelation 19:7ï9 (NET) 

    19:7 Let us rejoice and exult  
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    and give him glory,  

    because the wedding celebration of the Lamb has come,  

    and his bride has made herself ready.  

    19:8 She was permitted to be dressed in bright, clean, fine linenò (for the 

fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints).  

19:9 Then the angel said to me, ñWrite the following: Blessed are those who 

are invited to the banquet at the wedding celebration of the Lamb!ò He also 

said to me, ñThese are the true words of God.ò 

We, the church, the Bride of Christ, have the responsibility of being ready when He returns for 

us. But what exactly does that mean, ñbe readyò? 

The first responsibility of the betrothed bride is to be faithful. The Apostle Paul says: 

2 Corinthians 11:2 (NET) 

11:2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy, because I promised you in 

marriage to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.  

We need to remain faithful to Jesus. Paul in this passage uses the reminder of the Garden of Eden 

and the deception that Eve fell for. We are to remain strong and sure in devotion to the Word of 

God and the direction of God. Not allow ourselves to be drawn away by other teaching and 

teachers. Not allowing our faith in man to overrun our faith in God.  

The analogy of marriage also implies a depth of intimacy between bride and groom. Like King 

David we need to become men and women after God own heart. We need to share an intimacy 

with God that we can share with no other. Devoted to Him and loving Him in the deepest 

possible terms. Even when we fail, recognizing that God called David a man after His own heart 

and David failed God several times as a murderer and adulterer. We canôt allow our failures to 

destroy our relationship.  

A good marriage also implies unity. A single focus on the direction God has given to the church. 

As the bride of Christ we should always be focused on going the way God has pointed for us to 

go. To do the things He has said to do, to say the things He has told us to say. Unity in the local 

church and as much as possible unity in the universal church. It is not easy but we were never 

told it would be easy.  

Who Do They Say I Am? 

It was clear from the very beginning of the New Testament that there was something unique 

about Jesus. He was not an ordinary Jewish Rabbi who was teaching mainstream Judaism. But 

from the introduction of Jesus early in the gospels it was clear He was not. When the gospels 



 

©Pastor Rich Schnieders, Ph.D. 
  Friendship Community Church of SW Fl, Inc. 

 

15 

begin to record His ministry it is seen that His ministry was marked by miracles. Sometimes 

these miracles amazed those that heard and saw. 

Mark 1:27 (NET) 

1:27 They were all amazed so that they asked each other, ñWhat is this? A new 

teaching with authority! He even commands the unclean spirits and they obey 

him.ò 

The people who saw and heard Jesus knew there was something different about Him, even 

though many would not believe the truth. Most of Israel refused to accept that Jesus was the 

fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah.  

The Old Testament had made it clear that God would one day send to them a deliverer, a 

descendant of King David who would bring His people back to greatness. That person would be 

called the Messiah, the anointed one. The following chart reveals the Old Testament prophecies 

called the Messianic Prophecies: 

44 Prophecies Jesus Christ Fulfilled 

 Prophecies About Jesus Old Testament 

Scripture 

New Testament 

Fulfillment  

1 Messiah would be born of a woman. Genesis 3:15 Matthew 1:20 

Galatians 4:4 

2 Messiah would be born in Bethlehem. Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1 

Luke 2:4-6 

3 Messiah would be born of a virgin. Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:22-23 

Luke 1:26-31 

4 Messiah would come from the line of Abraham. Genesis 12:3 

Genesis 22:18 

Matthew 1:1 

Romans 9:5 

5 Messiah would be a descendant of Isaac. Genesis 17:19 

Genesis 21:12 

Luke 3:34 

6 Messiah would be a descendant of Jacob. Numbers 24:17 Matthew 1:2 

7 Messiah would come from the tribe of Judah. Genesis 49:10 Luke 3:33 

Hebrews 7:14 

8 Messiah would be heir to King David's throne. 2 Samuel 7:12-13 

Isaiah 9:7 

Luke 1:32-33 

Romans 1:3 

9 Messiah's throne will be anointed and eternal. Psalm 45:6-7 

Daniel 2:44 

Luke 1:33 

Hebrews 1:8-12 

10 Messiah would be called Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:23 

11 Messiah would spend a season in Egypt. Hosea 11:1 Matthew 2:14-15 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%203:15&version=NIV
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2012:3&version=NIV
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201:1&version=NIV
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:34&version=NIV
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Numbers%2024:17&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201:2&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2049:10&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%203:33&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews%207:14&version=NIV
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12 A massacre of children would happen at Messiah's birthplace. Jeremiah 31:15 Matthew 2:16-18 

13 A messenger would prepare the way for Messiah Isaiah 40:3-5 Luke 3:3-6 

14 Messiah would be rejected by his own people. Psalm 69:8 

Isaiah 53:3 

John 1:11 

John 7:5 

15 Messiah would be a prophet. Deuteronomy 18:15 Acts 3:20-22 

16 Messiah would be preceded by Elijah. Malachi 4:5-6 Matthew 11:13-14 

17 Messiah would be declared the Son of God. Psalm 2:7 Matthew 3:16-17 

18 Messiah would be called a Nazarene. Isaiah 11:1 Matthew 2:23 

19 Messiah would bring light to Galilee. Isaiah 9:1-2 Matthew 4:13-16 

20 Messiah would speak in parables. Psalm 78:2-4 

Isaiah 6:9-10 

Matthew 13:10-15,34-35 

21 Messiah would be sent to heal the brokenhearted. Isaiah 61:1-2 Luke 4:18-19 

22 Messiah would be a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Psalm 110:4 Hebrews 5:5-6 

23 Messiah would be called King. Psalm 2:6 

Zechariah 9:9 

Matthew 27:37 

Mark 11:7-11 

24 Messiah would be praised by little children. Psalm 8:2 Matthew 21:16 

25 Messiah would be betrayed. Psalm 41:9 

Zechariah 11:12-13 

Luke 22:47-48 

Matthew 26:14-16 

26 Messiah's price money would be used to buy a potter's field. Zechariah 11:12-13 Matthew 27:9-10 

27 Messiah would be falsely accused. Psalm 35:11 Mark 14:57-58 

28 Messiah would be silent before his accusers. Isaiah 53:7 Mark 15:4-5 

29 Messiah would be spat upon and struck. Isaiah 50:6 Matthew 26:67 

30 Messiah would be hated without cause. Psalm 35:19 

Psalm 69:4 

John 15:24-25 

31 Messiah would be crucified with criminals. Isaiah 53:12 Matthew 27:38 

Mark 15:27-28 

32 Messiah would be given vinegar to drink. Psalm 69:21 Matthew 27:34 

John 19:28-30 

33 Messiah's hands and feet would be pierced. Psalm 22:16 

Zechariah 12:10 

John 20:25-27 

34 Messiah would be mocked and ridiculed. Psalm 22:7-8 Luke 23:35 

35 Soldiers would gamble for Messiah's garments. Psalm 22:18 Luke 23:34 

Matthew 27:35-36 
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36 Messiah's bones would not be broken. Exodus 12:46 

Psalm 34:20 

John 19:33-36 

37 Messiah would be forsaken by God. Psalm 22:1 Matthew 27:46 

38 Messiah would pray for his enemies. Psalm 109:4 Luke 23:34 

39 Soldiers would pierce Messiah's side. Zechariah 12:10 John 19:34 

40 Messiah would be buried with the rich. Isaiah 53:9 Matthew 27:57-60 

41 Messiah would resurrect from the dead. Psalm 16:10 

Psalm 49:15 

Matthew 28:2-7 

Acts 2:22-32 

42 Messiah would ascend to heaven. Psalm 24:7-10 Mark 16:19 

Luke 24:51 

43 Messiah would be seated at God's right hand. Psalm 68:18 

Psalm 110:1 

Mark 16:19 

Matthew 22:44 

44 Messiah would be a sacrifice for sin. Isaiah 53:5-12 Romans 5:6-8 

 

Jesus through the life He lived and the message He taught revealed to His followers that He was 

the fulfilment of these prophecies. These prophecies were known by the Jews but they refused to 

recognize Jesus as the fulfilment. But as the fulfilment of these prophecies he revealed His 

purpose and His deity. His deity is an important aspect of His self-revelation to His disciples. 

The Messiah was to come to save Israel, to restore Israel to her greatness as under David and 

Solomon. But what Israel did not see, but what was predicted in the prophecies was that He had 

to suffer and die for the sins of the world. Not just Israel, but the world.  

That was a foreign concept to Israel. They were Godôs chosen people and salvation came to 

them. The rest of the world was on their own or would have to become Israel to receive from 

God protection and provision. Israel at the time of Jesus also had completely missed the idea that 

the messiah was going to be a spiritual leader. They were only looking for a military leader who 

would return Israel to greatness.  

Israel also could not see that the Messiah was also going to be God. They had no concept of that 

happening.  

Deuteronomy 6:4 (NET) 

6:4 Listen, Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!  

The Shema was recited morning and night by the Jews. It was to remind Israel of their faith in 

one God and not the many gods of the polytheist nations around Israel. One God was a principle 

driven home to Israel twice a day, every day. One God! For the Messiah to be God presented 

Israel with a logic problem they could not solve. Messiah could not be God if God in heaven is 
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one. So when Jesus presented Himself as God, the only begotten of God, with the authority of 

God they had to reject Him.  

The deity of Jesus become a central issue in the message of the gospel. Despite the 

understanding of the religious leaders the Messiah is God and must be God for salvation to be 

real. A Messiah who takes away the sins of the world has to meet the criteria of value and 

position to effect an appropriate adjudication of the sinner.  

First of all the Messiah had to be human to pay the price of human sin. Otherwise the blood of 

goats and lambs would have been sufficient. It was manôs sin and it was manôs penalty. Jesus 

became a man so that Godôs justice would be satisfied and the sins of man dealt with. As a 

perfect man with no sin of His own He was innocent on the cross. Being God He was of 

sufficient value to cover the cost for all. Jesus volunteered to pay the price through His Grace He 

became a man and suffered on the cross the penalty that we all owed.  

As the God/Man Jesus spent time teaching His disciples and other around Him the reality of our 

sinful condition. Including Nicodemus, a Pharisee and member of the Sanhedrin, the Supreme 

Court and Congress of Israel. Nicodemus should have known the Old Testament as a Pharisee 

but He did not understand when Jesus told him: 

John 3:3ï6 (NET) 

3:3 Jesus replied, ñI tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born from 

above, he cannot see the kingdom of God.ò 3:4 Nicodemus said to him, ñHow 

can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter his motherôs womb and be 

born a second time, can he?ò  

3:5 Jesus answered, ñI tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born of 

water and spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 3:6 What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 

The conversation between Jesus and Nicodemus continued for a while with Jesus explaining 

what we call today salvation or being ñborn againò. Nicodemus did not understand the concept at 

all. Finally Jesus said: 

John 3:13ï17 (NET) 

3:13 No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 

heavenðthe Son of Man. 3:14 Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 3:15 so that everyone who 

believes in him may have eternal life.ò  

3:16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 

3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

that the world should be saved through him. 
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Jesus, Godôs son in position, but entirely equal full member of the triune Godhead, became a 

man so He could be lifted up, a reference to the cross, and people could obtain eternal life. Jesus 

clearly taught His role was to accomplish the salvation of those who believe on Him. Jesus made 

it clear during His earthly ministry that He was Godôs son, which means He is completely God 

just like a son is human because his father was human.  

In the Gospel of John Jesus is quoted as uttering eight I am statements: 

I Am the Bread of Life  

John 6:35 (NET) 

6:35 Jesus said to them, ñI am the bread of life. The one who comes to me will 

never go hungry, and the one who believes in me will never be thirsty.  

John 6:48 (NET) 

6:48 I am the bread of life.  

I Am the Light of the World  

John 8:12 (NET) 

8:12 Then Jesus spoke out again, ñI am the light of the world. The one who 

follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.ò  

John 9:5 (NET) 

9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.ò  

Before Abraham was, I Am  

John 8:58 (NET) 

8:58 Jesus said to them, ñI tell you the solemn truth, before Abraham came 

into existence, I am!ò  

I Am the Door  

John 10:9 (NET) 

10:9 I am the door. If anyone enters through me, he will be saved, and will 

come in and go out, and find pasture.  

I Am the Good Shepherd  

John 10:11 (NET) 
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10:11 ñI am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep.  

I Am the Resurrection and the Life  

John 11:25 (NET) 

11:25 Jesus said to her, ñI am the resurrection and the life. The one who 

believes in me will live even if he dies,  

I Am the Way, the Truth, and the Life  

John 14:6 (NET) 

14:6 Jesus replied, ñI am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.  

 

I Am the true vine  

John 15:1 (NET) 

15:1 ñI am the true vine and my Father is the gardener. 

Note: Be sure to read the context of these ñI Amò statements by reading the verses before and 

after the specified verses. 

In these eight ñI Amò statements, Jesus reveals who He is and what His mission is on earth. 

These statements fit in the context of the Judean culture with obvious meaning. Each of these 

statements was made by Jesus in the context of a conversation or encounter. Conversations with 

unsaved people and also with saved people.   

What the Apostles Said 

One day as Jesus was walking with His disciples near the villages of Caesarea Philippi He asked 

them:  

Mark 8:27 (NET) 

8:27 Then Jesus and his disciples went to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. On 

the way he asked his disciples, ñWho do people say that I am?ò 

This question was targets at getting His disciples to think about who Jesus really was. Their 

response reveals that at this point they still did not have a complete grasp of who Jesus was.  

 



 

©Pastor Rich Schnieders, Ph.D. 
  Friendship Community Church of SW Fl, Inc. 

 

21 

Mark 8:28ï30 (NET) 

8:28 They said, ñJohn the Baptist, others say Elijah, and still others, one of the 

prophets.ò 8:29 He asked them, ñBut who do you say that I am?ò Peter 

answered him, ñYou are the Christ.ò 8:30 Then he warned them not to tell 

anyone about him. 

Peter finally gets to the right answer but it does not appear that he yet understood what Jesus 

being the Christ meant. What we should notice in this question and answer time is that Jesus 

used the Q&A to launch into a time of teaching, of preparing them for what was coming. The 

people of Israel were not coming to the same conclusion as the disciples were. But the disciples 

were not completely clear on it either. They affirmed their faith in Jesus, but in what context they 

saw Jesus as the Messiah is not presented in this passage.  

Jesus warned them to not tell anyone that He was the messiah. This indicates that they still did 

not understand the role the Messiah would play. Israel was looking for a conquering king as 

messiah. Not a suffering servant. So Jesus telling them not to tell anyone He was the messiah 

would indicate that the disciples thought His role as Messiah was as the general populace 

thought. At a point yet future to the disciples they would understand the true role of the Messiah. 

As late as the night before he was betrayed they still did not understand His proper role. As Jesus 

washed their feet He told them that the time was coming when they would understand. 

Jesus predicted that Peter would deny Him three times before morning. That hurt Peter who in all 

his pride argued that he would never deny Jesus.  

Following the brief resistance waged by Peter and his sword they all fled during Jesus arrest. 

Some watched from a distance but did not want to be involved. They still did not recognize what 

Jesus was doing, even though He had told them what He was doing. They refused to accept it 

and fled. The fled as scarred, disillusioned followers of fraud. They loved Jesus and were hurt 

that He was going to the cross.  

When they discovered the empty tomb that all changed.  

John 20:8ï9 (NET) 

20:8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, came in, and he 

saw and believed. 20:9 (For they did not yet understand the scripture that 

Jesus must rise from the dead.)  

Jesus would spend the next forty days, off and on with them in Jerusalem and Galilee. On one 

occasion in those forty days they disciples were out fishing and Jesus was on shore preparing 

breakfast. During the fellowship that followed Jesus turned to Peter to, in effect, restore him after 

his denial of Jesus. Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved Him and three times Peter said he 

did. Jesus told Peter to feed His lambs. He then told Peter to follow Him. Just as Jesus had 

followed the direction of His Father He was now telling Peter to follow Him, to be obedient and 

feed the sheep Jesus would give to them.  
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These forty days with Jesus after His resurrection had a big impact on the disciples. They were 

transformed by the reality of their call to serve a risen Messiah. To preach the gospel message 

that Jesus spent three plus years teaching them. Following the ascension of Jesus back into 

heaven they received the Holy Spirit and began to turn the city upside down. 

Acts 2:40ï42 (NET) 

2:40 With many other words he testified and exhorted them saying, ñSave 

yourselves from this perverse generation!ò 2:41 So those who accepted his 

message were baptized, and that day about three thousand people were added.  

2:42 They were devoting themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

To see what the apostles were teaching we need to look at Peterôs sermon he preached after 

receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

Read Acts 2:14-39 

Peter begins by introducing Jesus and the fact that God authenticated Him through signs and 

miracles which the people had seen. Look specifically at verse 23. 

Acts 2:23 (NET) 

2:23 this man, who was handed over by the predetermined plan and 

foreknowledge of God, you executed by nailing him to a cross at the hands of 

Gentiles. 

Peter merges together Godôs plan or as he says ñthe predetermined planò and the culpability of 

the Jews in nailing Jesus to the cross. From the very beginning the Apostles taught that Jesusô 

sacrifice was part of the plan of God, but then never allowed Israel off the hook for His 

execution.  

Peter then tells them of Jesusô resurrection advising them that death could not hold Jesus. He also 

reminds them that King David had predicted the resurrection of the Messiah. Peter drives home 

that God has appointed Jesus both Lord and Christ. By using the word əɨɟɘɞɜ (kyrion) Peter was 

linking Jesus with God the Father. əɨɟɘɞɜ (kyrion) is the Greek equivalent to the Hebrew ˢ˓sx ˋ˧ 

(yhwh) or Jehovah. By Peter calling Him Lord he was calling Him God. Peter then calls Him 

Christ, the Greek word ɢɟɘůŰɜ (christen). ɢɟɘůŰɜ (christen) means anointed. In the Old 

Testament the idea of anointed with oil marking something as holy, It also was a word used 

specifically of someone acting as a redeemer. By the time of Jesus it was synonymous with 

Messiah. Peter was identifying Jesus as both God and Messiah to the Jews who were gathered in 

Jerusalem. Not simply the conquering king but also the redeemer.  
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Peter then called on them to accept the work of the Messiah on their behalf and to be saved. 

About 3000 were saved that day. These were not the only words they spoke that day, simply the 

highlights. In fact Dr. Luke reminds of this fact. 

Acts 2:40 (NET) 

2:40 With many other words he testified and exhorted them saying, ñSave 

yourselves from this perverse generation!ò 

The teaching of the Apostles from the very beginning of their ministry after the resurrection and 

ascension of Jesus focused on the deity of Jesus, the sacrifice of Jesus and the results of His 

sacrifice. The Apostles had been taught by Jesus, and now were teaching others what they had 

been taught, just as Jesus told them to do.  

The Apostle Paul also had a great deal to say concerning the gospel message. While Paul was not 

one of the twelve that traveled with Jesus, he did meet the resurrected Jesus on the road to 

Damascus. Following his salvation Paul went into the Arabian Desert for three years where 

many believe that he learned from Jesus directly.  

Galatians 1:11ï18 (NET) 

1:11 Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached 

is not of human origin. 1:12 For I did not receive it or learn it from any human 

source; instead I received it by a revelation of Jesus Christ.  

1:13 For you have heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I was 

savagely persecuting the church of God and trying to destroy it. 1:14 I was 

advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my nation, and 

was extremely zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 1:15 But when the 

one who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace was pleased 

1:16 to reveal his Son in me so that I could preach him among the Gentiles, I 

did not go to ask advice from any human being, 1:17 nor did I go up to 

Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before me, but right away I departed 

to Arabia, and then returned to Damascus.  

1:18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and get 

information from him, and I stayed with him fifteen days. 

Paul was called to be an Apostle in the same fashion as the twelve were, simply at a different 

time. He had the same authority and the same responsibility. Inspired by the Holy Spirit he wrote 

a significant portion of the New Testament, including the delivery of a great deal of doctrine for 

the church. 

The Book of Romans is often referred to as the Gospel according to Paul. We also see several 

examples of the gospel message Paul preached on various occasions. The following chart 

illustrates those sermons: 
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Journey Acts Place Message 

  9:20 Damascus ñhe preached the Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of 

Godò 

1st 13:5 Salamis ñpreached the word of Godò 

13:14-41 Antioch in Pisidia Fuller message recorded 

13:44-48 Antioch in Pisidia 

(next Sabbath) 

ñeverlasting lifeò 

14:1 Iconium   

2nd 17:1-4 Thessalonica ñreasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining and 

demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the 

dead, and saying, óThis Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.ôò 

17:10-12 Berea result: the Bereans, ñreceived the word with all readiness, and 

searched the Scripturesò 

17:17 Athens   

18:4 Corinth   

18:19 Ephesus   

3rd 18:26-28 Achaia (Apollos 

preaching rather than 

Paul but included for 

completeness.) 

ñhe vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, showing from the 

Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.ò 

19:8 Ephesus ñreasoning and persuading concerning the things of the kingdom of 

Godò, also referenced in Acts 20:20-21 ñhow I kept back nothing 

that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly 

and from house to house, testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, 

repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.ò 

4th 28:17-29 Rome ñhe explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, 

persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and 

the Prophets, from morning till evening.ò 

 

A study of these sermons and Paulôs writings reveals that Paul preached and taught the same 

gospel that Peter preached. Jesus is God, He sacrificed on the cross so that people could have 

applied to their account the righteousness of Jesus and receive eternal life. Paul also emphasized 
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that the redeemed life was now indebted to God and serving God was the only acceptable 

response.  

Romans 12:1 (NET) 

12:1 Therefore I exhort you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a sacrificeðalive, holy, and pleasing to Godðwhich is 

your reasonable service. 

Referring to his readers as Brothers and Sisters we can conclude he was speaking to believers. 

For believers is reasonable that we present to God our entire life in service.  

We can conclude then that the ñWhatò revolves around Jesus teaching to His disciples and what 

the apostles taught after they had received the Holy Spirit. That teaching focused on the reality of 

the deity of Jesus, His sacrifice to provide for us a way of salvation. Salvation is a free gift from 

God which cannot be earned it is a gift. The message also includes the results of the acceptance 

of the free gift, a changed life, a life dedicated to serving God.  

Where? 

The ñWhereò is a much easier question to answer than the ñWhatò. We have to go back to the 

Jesus final words to His disciples before His ascension to understand the ñWhereò. These words 

are recorded by Dr. Luke in the 1st Chapter of the book of Acts. 

Acts 1:4ï8 (NET) 

1:4 While he was with them, he declared, ñDo not leave Jerusalem, but wait 

there for what my Father promised, which you heard about from me. 1:5 For 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.ò  

1:6 So when they had gathered together, they began to ask him, ñLord, is this 

the time when you are restoring the kingdom to Israel?ò 1:7 He told them, 

ñYou are not permitted to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 

his own authority. 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the farthest parts of the earth.ò 

Jesus had promised them they would receive a helper, a comforter, the Holy Spirit. He reminds 

them of this and then tells them that after they have received the gift of the Holy Spirit they 

would be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and all over the earth.  

Grammatically the words of Jesus can be taken as a statement or as a command. Most scholars 

treat the statement by Jesus as a command based up the words of Peter while preaching to 

Cornelius: 
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Acts 10:42 (NET) 

10:42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to warn them that he is 

the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

A command by Jesus to His disciples that by extension applies to everyone who comes after 

them. A command to preach to people in an ever broadening circles. We have all heard sermons 

by Missionaries utilizing Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth and apply those to 

our home, our immediate vicinity, a broader vicinity until we reach out to the world. Clearly that 

is the intent of the passage. Jesus in no way intended on limiting the spread of the Gospel to 

Israel. Even though we interpret Scripture with the literal historical grammatical hermeneutic 

process not everything is intended to be taken strictly literally. However in this case a strict 

literal interpretation does not harm the command.  

Specifically to His disciples, he told them to remain in Jerusalem until they had received the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. Then they were to preach the gospel in Jerusalem where they were. Then they 

were to travel outside of Jerusalem into Judea and then travel a little more into Samaria until 

reaching the ends of the earth. The command remains unchanged for us. We are to preach the 

gospel at home where we are, reach out a little and preach the gospel, reach out a little further 

and preach the gospel until eventually we come to the ends of the earth.  

The answer to the ñWhereò question is everywhere. As a church we have ministry locally. We 

cooperate with churches to effect ministry on the District or State Level. We cooperate with 

more churches to effect ministry on the national level and we cooperate with even more churches 

to effect ministry on the international level. Everywhere! 

When? 

We simply must look again at the last words of Jesus to His Disciples before His ascension.  

Acts 1:8 (NET) 

1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the farthest parts of the earth.ò  

This command by Jesus is in the future tense. The intent of the command is to give the Disciples 

and then to their followers marching orders to take effect when they receive the Holy Spirit. 

When the Disciples receive the Holy Spirit then they would become witnesses, ultimately to the 

ends of the earth.  

For us today, the ñWhenò is exactly the same: When we receive the Holy Spirit. We know that 

when we are ñsavedò we immediately receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, according to 

what the Apostle Paul says: 

 



 

©Pastor Rich Schnieders, Ph.D. 
  Friendship Community Church of SW Fl, Inc. 

 

27 

Romans 8:9 (NET) 

8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of 

God lives in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, this person 

does not belong to him. 

Logic would dictate that if you do not possess the indwelling of the Holy Spirit you are not a 

Christian that you must receive the Holy Spirit the moment you become a believer. Paul also 

wrote: 

Ephesians 1:13 (NET) 

1:13 And when you heard the word of truth (the gospel of your salvation)ð

when you believed in Christðyou were marked with the seal of the promised 

Holy Spirit, 

The command by Jesus then applies to every believer the moment they are saved. We are to 

preach the gospel when we receive the Holy Spirit.  

Why? 

The ñWhyò question concerning evangelism could be answered many different ways. Such as: 

1. Because we have the 100% guaranteed cure for the cancer of sin 

2. Because we are so excited that we have been redeemed we ñhaveò to tell others 

3. Because we love the lost and want to see them have eternal life like we do 

4. Because we love God and want to glorify Him 

5. Because we want to be obedient 

While these and many more are true, we want to focus the ñwhyò on obedience.  

Following the last supper, the washing of the discipleôs feet and prior to the prayer in the Garden 

of Gethsemane Jesus said: 

John 14:15 (NET) 

14:15 ñIf you love me, you will obey my commandments. 

He had commanded some things to them already, but the command we have already seen in the 

Great Commission and before He ascended had not yet been given when He said this to 

disciples. But that does not lesson the effect of this statement of Jesus. 

If we love Him we will keep His commands.  
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Matthew 28:19ï20 (NET) 

28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 28:20 teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, 

to the end of the age. 

Acts 1:8 (NET) 

1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 

the farthest parts of the earth.ò 

The command of Jesus is clear, we are to go, that means be active in witnessing, make disciples, 

which has to begin with evangelism, baptize them, which is obedience, and teach them to do all 

the things Jesus commanded, at home, in the neighborhood and ultimately around the world. It is 

that simple. If we love Jesus we will do these things. 

For many that is an indictment. We claim to love Jesus but most Christians have never shared 

their faith with anyone. In a study released by the Barna Group in December 2013 it is revealed 

that 73% of Self-Professed Born Again Christians believe they have a personal responsibility to 

share their faith. When that group is asked if they have shared their faith at least once in the last 

year only 52% had6. That means less than 50% of Self-Professed Born Again Christians actually 

were obedient to Jesusô command. 

According Street Level Evangelism, Where is the Space for the Local Evangelist,ò by Michael 

Parrott, 95% of all Christians have never won a person to Christ. 80% do not consistently witness 

and 71% do not give financially to Great Commission efforts such as missionaries or church 

planting7.  

These statistics are quite revealing. We claim to love Jesus, we owe Him everything, yet the 

majority never do anything in response. Arenôt we glad that the early church did not suffer this 

same apathy? How many of us would never have been saved if the early church did not 

evangelize the way they did. If they were not willing to violate the law which attempted to 

prevent them from spreading the gospel how many of us what have been saved or even born?  

Jesus made it clear, if we love Him we should keep His commands and chief among His 

commands was to make disciples who make disciples.  

How? 

The final section of our study on evangelism is going to be the longest. In this section we will 

explore how we can be involved in evangelism.  

                                                 
6 https://www.barna.org/barna-update/faith-spirituality/648-is-evangelism-going-out-of-style#.U2j3hfldV8E 
7 ñStreet Level Evangelism, Where is the Space for the Local Evangelist,ò by Michael Parrott, Acts Evangelism, Spokane, WA, 1993, pp. 9-11. 
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Personal Evangelism 

Personal Evangelism is simply one on one evangelism of our friends, neighbors, relatives or any 

other person we come into contact with. There are many way to evangelize one on one, but we 

will only examine a few of them. 

Turning a Conversation Spiritual   

For most of us the struggle with personal evangelism is not in talking with others, it is in talking 

with others about God. We engage with others routinely but we often find it hard to steer the 

conversation to the spiritual. As our society gets further and further removed from a Christian 

society it will continue to get more difficult. We are told we should be tolerant of others and 

permit them to have their own views. But tolerance has become the hammer to restrict Christians 

from even speaking about Jesus and the salvation that only He brings. You see, Christianity is 

not very tolerant. Jesus said that He was the only way to heaven. We know the truth that the rest 

of the world reject.  

To begin the process of turning a conversation toward the spiritual we must keep in mind these 

underlying facts:8 

1. There is no one way to do it.  

2. Experience is essential 

3. Prayer Makes the Difference 

4. Hurriedness Can Hinder Witness 

Now letôs examine these facts in a little detail. 

1. There is no one way to do it.  

 

There are many methods of steering a conversation. We may have to employ a different 

method with every person, or different methods with the same person at different times. The 

problems with learning one of two techniques to steer the conversation is what do you do 

when the ones you learned do not work? Do we just give on any attempt to evangelize? Of 

course not! 

 

While there is only one message of salvation there are many ways to get to it in conversation. 

A simple study of the variant ways that Jesus used to bring people into a spiritual 

conversation illustrates the unity of message and the diversity of arriving at the message. We 

need to consider the interests of the person we are speaking with, their background, and their 

experience. All of those things will inform us in how to approach each individual.  

 

 

 

 

                                                 
8 R. Larry Moyer, Larry Moyerôs How-To Book on Personal Evangelism (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1998), 20. 
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2. Experience is essential 

 

Steering the direction of a conversation is not the goal, presenting the gospel is. The reality is 

the more we present the gospel the easier it will be for us to find a way of turning the 

conversation. Experience is essential to our ability to accomplish the goal. As we evangelize 

we will learn what works and what does not work. We will learn what is comfortable and 

what is not. That cannot be taught it has to be experienced.  

 

3. Prayer Makes the Difference 

 

Our attempt to steer conversation in an effort to present the gospel have to begin with prayer. 

If God does not provide the opportunity and the fertile heart there will be no success. Our 

prayer needs to be both for the opportunity and for boldness to actually steer the conversation 

and ultimately present the gospel.  

 

Ephesians 6:19 (NET) 

6:19 Pray for me also, that I may be given the message when I begin to 

speakðthat I may confidently make known the mystery of the gospel, 

Even the Apostle Paul had to pray for boldness and the opportunity to present the gospel. If he 

did, how much more should we! 

4. Hurriedness Can Hinder Witness 

 

Frequently we get so excited to have the opportunity to present the gospel to someone that 

we push to fast and blow our opportunity. Attempt to stay in tune with the direction and 

leading of the Holy Spirit. Every opportunity is different, it may take five minutes or five 

hours.  

A principle Moyer teaches in his book is to ñPlow and Pursueò. ñPlow into the conversation, 

enjoying it immensely. As you talk, ask questions related to three areas where non-Christians are 

experts. Those areas are their family, their job, and their background.ò9 When we ask questions 

we have a much greater opportunity to steer the conversation and when we ask questions 

involving areas important to the person we are talking to we stand a much greater opportunity to 

have a protracted conversation.  

Moyer lists several questions that are good to get the conversation started or turned into a more 

spiritual direction. These questions are: 

Where are you from? 

Were you born there? 

How long have you lived here? 

                                                 
9 Ibid., 21. 
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Do you enjoy where you are living now? 

Are you married? 

Where is your spouse from? 

Do you have any brothers or sisters? 

Where do they live? 

How many are in your present family? 

What are their interests? 

What do you do for a living? 

How long have you worked there? 

Do you enjoy it? 

What do you or donôt you enjoy? 

Have any hobbies? 

What do you do for rest and relaxation? 

If you could do anything you wanted to for a job, what would it be10? 

All these questions demonstrate an interest in the person as an individual. It also enables you to 

get to know where the person is coming from, what their background is and what some of their 

life context is. These questions are not fired off at the person in rapid succession. This list is not 

a comprehensive list, just a sampling of questions that can be utilized to steer a conversation and 

show interest in the person. It is important to demonstrate a real sincere interest in the person. 

From these questions you can easily follow up with other questions and direct the conversation 

toward spiritual matters. For example Moyer suggests follow up questions such as: 

Why do you suppose the problems in the world seem to be getting worse instead of 

better? 

What in your opinion is the number one thing most people are looking for in their lives? 

Why do you think so many people seem unhappy with life in general? 

What do you think is in store for the future? 

A lot of people seem worried? What is your opinion, worries people most?11 

Moyer suggests that as we are engaged in these conversations we are also praying for direction 

and understanding. You are asking God for opportunities to share the gospel with the people we 

are speaking with. When we encounter people who simply do not want to talk we must recognize 

this as a situation where God has to work before we can witness in conversation.  

Once engaged in conversation concerning the other person we begin to move or steer the 

conversation to the spiritual. Once into the spiritual we can then move to the gospel. But this 

should be done with tact and a little common sense. We cannot abruptly begin a conversation 

with a question like ñare you washed in the bloodò? You might end up dripping in blood.  

Moyer suggests steering questions such as: 

Do you enjoy reading about religious topics or subjects? 

Have you become involved in any church in your area? 

                                                 
10 Ibid., 22. 
11 Ibid., 23. 
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Have you examined some of the teaching of the Bible? 

With so many interests, are you interested in spiritual things? 

Why do you think a lot of people across the world have interest in some kind of religion 

or another? 

From time to time a lot of people talk about Christ and Christians, Who in your opinion 

was Jesus Christ?12 

These questions are designed to bring the conversation into the realm of spiritual matters. It may 

only take one question or may take a much longer conversation. We have to push a little but not 

push so hard we offend.  

Once we have successfully navigated the conversation into the spiritual we can then progress to 

the gospel. This is actually the simplest part of the conversation. You can call their attention to 

the fact that the most important thing in life is to know for certain what will happen to us when 

we die; what eternity has in store for us. You can ask questions like: 

If you were to die today do you know where you would spend eternity? 

Has anyone ever taken a Bible and shown you how you can know you are going to heaven?  

If the answer to the last question is yes you simply respond what did they show you? If the 

answer is no, you ask may I show you? You then present the gospel to them. (We will show you 

how in subsequent pages. 

Be mindful that steering a conversation is not easy and must be done with care. You must truly 

be interested in the other person when you ask about them and not going through a checklist of 

questions. They must sense from you sincere interest.  

Gospel Delivery 

Once we have steered the conversation toward the spiritual we can then be a little more direct 

and ask questions such as: 

Has anyone ever taken a Bible and shown you how you can know youôre going to heaven? If the 

reply is No, no one ever has you can simply reply by asking ñmay I?ò The stage is now set for 

you to present the gospel to the person you have been speaking with. There are many ways you 

can do this. We will cover a couple of techniques you can utilize. No one technique is right for 

every person or every occasion. You will need to be a little flexible as you approach each 

situation. 

Bad News/Good News  

This technique or method utilizes clear Biblical passages to illustrate to the person we are talking 

with their need of salvation and the how they can be saved. It often referred to as Bad 

News/Good News illustrating that we first present to the person the reality of their need of 

                                                 
12 Ibid., 25. 
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salvation. Once that need has been recognized the plan of salvation is demonstrated. The steps to 

this technique are as follows: 

1. You are a sinner  

2. The penalty for sin is death 

3. Jesus Christ died for you 

4. You can be saved through faith 

Four simple steps to take the person through. Letôs examine these steps along with the verses we 

utilize in the presentation. 

1. You are a sinner  

Romans 3:23 (NET) 

3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

You can either read the verse yourself from the Bible or have the other person read it. 

Always make sure you open the Bible to the passage, even if you are going to recite it from 

memory. Seeing what the text says appears to the other person to be a little more credible 

than just saying it.  

 

Once it has been read you most likely will need to explain a little what it means. Not a 

sermon, just a simple explanation that this passages reflects that everyone is a sinner, none of 

us have escaped that reality. We all have sinned. You may have to spend a little time defining 

sin, such as lying, stealing, lusting etc. People may object and remark that they are better than 

someone else. You may be tempted to burst out that it is not about that but try to stay on 

topic and remind them that they may have sinned less than someone else but they have still 

sinned and clearly from this verse sinning brings us up short of the glory of God.  

 

I usually spend a little time discussing why sin brings us up short of the glory of God. God is 

perfect and holy. Godôs character sets the standard for us to live up to. But none of us can. 

One way to explain this is to use an example. The standard is to throw a rock and hit the 

North Pole. You may throw your rock further than me but unless you were at the North Pole 

you would miss, just the same as I would miss. You may get closer but you still miss. The 

standard is the character of God and we all have missed that mark. 

 

2. The penalty for sin is death 

 

Romans 6:23a (NET) 

6:23 For the payoff of sin is death,  
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At this point I would only present the first clause in verse 23. When they read the second 

clause they may want to jump ahead. We will get there soon enough. But before we can get 

to the cure we have make sure we have established the reality of the cancer.  

In this point we are really telling them that the bad news of point one is now getting worse. 

Not only are you a sinner but the penalty for sin is death. Everyone is under the penalty of 

death. It is good to stress the point that the first section of the verse says the wages of sin is 

death. As sinners what we have earned is death. It was not just given to us, it was not 

something we found. It came as the result of our own actions, you earned it. In the same way 

that we earn our pay checks. Because we have sinned we have earned death, we are going to 

die and be separated from God for eternity. The bad news has gotten pretty bad.  

3. Jesus Christ died for you 

 

Now you can pivot to the good news.  

 

I like to read the 2nd clause in the previous verse before going to another verse. 

 

Romans 6:23 (NET) 

6:23 For the payoff of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

Have the person you are talking with read this verse out loud. The wages of sin is death but 

the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. Spend a little time comparing wages and gift. 

Remind them that wages are the result of your actions but gifts are the result of someone 

elseôs action, in this case Godôs. God is giving to you a free gift. There is nothing that you 

can do to earn the gift because then it would be wages. It is free gift from God. 

 

Often people ask why God would give such a gift to them. The answer is found in this verse: 

Romans 5:8 (NET) 

5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us, in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. 

In a demonstration of love for us Jesus died for us on the cross. Jesus willingly and lovingly 

took onto His own back the penalty of the sin of the world we simply have to let go of our sin 

and accept His free gift. It is the fact that we sin that forces God to adjudicate us guilty of sin 

and punish us with death. But when we accept the offer by Jesus to take that penalty for us 

God is just in forgiving us and offering us clemency.  
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4. You can be saved through faith 

 

We must recognize that the most pernicious lie the world has believed that we must do 

something to be saved. That we must give money, go to church, live a certain way etc. Satan 

has used this lie to keep many people from seeing the truth of the free gift of salvation. To 

counter this we have zero in on the reality of salvation as a free gift not based upon anything 

that we do or will do.  

Ephesians 2:8ï9 (NET) 

2:8 For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves, 

it is the gift of God; 2:9 it is not from works, so that no one can boast. 

Godôs grace played out through faith. We trust God, we have faith in God to save us and he 

saves us. God does not expect us to become sin free, or give millions of dollars away before 

He will save us. We trust Him and He saves us. This is so none of us can boast and say ñlook 

what I did to get savedò.  

It is helpful to remind the person that grace means unmerited or unearned favor. God does 

not love us because of what we earned. He loves us even when we are not very lovable. God 

provides a way for us to have faith or trust in Him because He loves us not because of what 

we have done.  

There may be more conversation and questions but at this point you can be seeking a conclusion 

by simply asking another question. That question may be something like: 

Is there anything that is keeping you from trusting Jesus Christ as your savior right now? If the 

answer is yes dig a little to discover what that something is. Recognize not everyone is ready to 

receive Christ the first time we talk to them. Often you may pave the way for someone else to 

finish the process.  

If the answer is that there is nothing that is keeping them from trusting Christ the next question is 

would you like to pray and trust Jesus right now. Before praying with the person it is good to ask 

the person to just tell you simply how he/she knows they can go to heaven. This is simply to 

make sure there is no confusion.  

When you are ready to pray most often the people do not know what to say so you can offer to 

pray out loud a prayer that they can repeat out loud. Remind them that their prayer is a 

communication between them and God and it is not the saying of the words it is the 

communication of the heart that matters. If they do not mean what they say, if they are not 

speaking from the heart it means nothing.  

The sinnerôs prayer can be as simple as: 

Dear God I know that I am a sinner. 

I believe Jesus died for me and arose from the grave. 
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I trust Jesus as my savior. 

Thank you for the forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life. 

In Jesus name, amen. 

By saying that out load and have the person repeat it you can coach them through the prayer. Of 

course they are free to pray utilizing their own words as well.  

Following the prayer it is good to welcome the person to the family of God and to remind them 

about the assurance of salvation. It is good to tell them that assurance of salvation is not based 

upon feelings but upon facts and upon God. Taken the person to: 

John 5:24 (NET) 

5:24 ñI tell you the solemn truth, the one who hears my message and believes 

the one who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned, but has 

crossed over from death to life. 

Point out to them that they have heard the word and believed or trusted God and the result is they 

are saved. The assurance of salvation is the very word of God and His promise to us.  

This whole process can occur very quickly or other times take much longer to go through. Not 

everyone responds positively to the process. Some will listen politely and then reject. Others will 

not even listen to what you have to say.   

Four Spiritual Laws 

Another technique you can utilize is the four spiritual laws. It is a great and simple way for you 

to present the gospel. It has been reproduced in many languages and even bilingual formats so 

that you can use it for just about anyone. You can purchase tracts of the four spiritual laws or 

download it in the various languages.  

After you have steered a conversation to the spiritual you can then begin presenting the gospel by 

telling the person: 

Just as there are physical laws that govern the physical universe, so are there spiritual laws which 

govern your relationship with God13. 

This question beings the process of presenting the four spiritual laws. The following is direct 

from the Cru web site and is present in complete form without comments so that the entire 

process can be seen:14 

 

 

                                                 
13 ñFour Spiritual Laws,ò n.d., http://www.godlovestheworld.com/. 
14 http://www.campuscrusade.com/fourlawseng.htm 
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Four Spiritual Laws English 

 

 

Just as there are physical laws that govern  

the physical universe, so are there spiritual laws  
that govern your relationship with God.  

 

God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life.  

God's Love  

"God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever  
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16, NIV).  

God's Plan  

[Christ speaking] "I came that they might have life, and might have it abundantly"  
[that  it might be full and meaningful] (John 10:10).  

Why is it that most people are not experiencing that abundant life?  

Because...  

 

Man is sinful and separated from God.  

Therefore, he cannot know and experience  
God's love and plan for his life.  

Man is Sinful  
"All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23).  
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Man was created to have fellowship with God; but, because of his own stubborn  

self -will, he chose to go his own independent way and fellowship with God was broken.  

This self -will, characte rized by an attitude of active rebellion or passive indifference,  
is an evidence of what the Bible calls sin.  

Man Is Separated  
"The wages of sin is death" [spiritual separation from God] (Romans 6:23).  

 
This diagram illustrates that God i s holy and man is  sinful. A great gulf separates the two. The arrows 

illustrate that man is continually trying to reach God and the abundant life through his own efforts, such as 
a good life, philosophy, or religion  
-but he inevitably fails.  

 

 
The third law explains the only way to bridge this gulf...  

 

Jesus Christ is God's only provision for man's sin.   

Through Him you can know and experience  
God's love and plan for your life.  

He Died In Our Place  

"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinne rs,  

Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8).  

He Rose from the Dead  

"Christ died for our sins... He was buried... He was raised on the third day,  

according to the Scriptures... He appeared to Peter, then to the twelve.  
After that He appeared to more than five hund red..." (1 Corinthians 15:3 -6).  
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He Is the Only Way to God  

"Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the truth, and the life, no one comes to  

the Father but through Me'" (John 14:6).  

 
 
 
 
This diagram illustrates that God has bridged the gulf that separates us  from Him by sending His Son, 
Jesus Christ, to die on the cross in our place to pay the penalty for our sins.  

 

 
It is not enough just to know these three laws...  

 

We must individually receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord;  
then we can know and experienc e God's love and plan for our lives.  

We Must Receive Christ  

"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children  
of God, even to those who believe in His name" (John 1:12).  

We Receive Christ Through Faith  

"By grace you have been saved thr ough faith; and that not of yourselves,  
it is the gift of God; not as result of works that no one should boast" (Ephesians 2:8,9).  

When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth  

(Read John 3:1 -8.)  

We Receive Christ Through Personal Invitation  

[Christ sp eaking] "Behold, I stand at the door and knock;  
if any one hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him" (Revelation 3:20).  
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Receiving Christ involves turning to God from self (repentance) and trusting  

Christ to come into our lives to forgive ou r sins and to make us what He wants us to be.  

Just to agree  intellectually  that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He died on the 

cross  

for our sins is not enough. Nor is it enough to have an  emotional  experience.  
We receive Jesus Christ by  faith , as an act of the  will .  

These two circles represent two kinds of lives:  

 

Self - Directed Life  

S-Self is on the throne  

-Christ is outside the life  

- Interests are directed by self, often   

resulting in discord and frustration  
Christ - Directed Life  

-Christ is in the life and on the throne  

S- Self is yielding to Christ,  

resulting in harmony with God's plan  

- Interests are directed by Christ,  

resulting in harmony with God's plan  

Which circle best represents your life?  

Which circle would you like to have represent you r life?  

 

The following explains how you can receive Christ:  

 

You Can Receive Christ Right Now by Faith Through Prayer  

(Prayer is talking with God)  

God knows your heart and is not so concerned with your words as He is with the attitude  
of your heart. The following is a suggested prayer:  

Lord Jesus, I need You. Thank You for dying on the cross for my sins. I open the door of 

my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving 

me eternal life.  

Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want me to be.  
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Does this prayer express the desire of your heart? If it does, I invite you to pray this  

prayer right now, and Christ will come into your life, as He promised.  

 
 

Utilizing the four spiritual laws is not very difficult but it is recommended that you learn all the 

components of the four spiritual laws before you attempt to use it and that you utilize a printed 

form of it while presenting it.  

Lifeôs Most Important Question 

Several years ago BMH books released one of the most successful tracts in North America15. 

Millions of copies of this tract have been printed and presented to unbelievers around the world. 

Scans of this tract are presented below as a reference.  

 

 

                                                 
15 http://bmhbooks.com/shop/lifes-most-important-question-niv/ 
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Like the other techniques presented you would jump into this tract once the conversation has 

been directed toward the spiritual. This tract has also been used in cold calling situation such as 

door to door evangelism. In door to door evangelism there is very little setup, simply and 

introduction and then the presentation.   

The tract concludes by taking the person through a version of the sinnerôs prayer. Copies of this 

tract are available here at FCC. 

Romanôs Road 

The Romans Road is very similar to Good News/Bad News technique already presented. 

Romans Road is a simple technique utilizing text from the Book of Romans following the 

progressing in the book that the Apostle Paul presented. It is as follows: 

¶ Because of our sin, we are separated from God. 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  (Romans 3:23) 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans3:23&version=50











