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The goal of this book is to serve as a guide to our prayer and devotional life. As a Pastor of a Church in which most members are already heavily involved in Bible Reading and Study I wanted to provide a short devotional prayer guide to special times of prayer. As I am writing this book, Friendship Community Church, in Fort Myers, FL, is seeking God’s direction in dealing with the need for young adults in our group. I have encouraged our people to pray and they have responded admirably. But I wanted to focus the prayer for the group while at the same time teaching about prayer. 
Utilizing the book by Dr. Jim Rosscup, an Exposition on Prayer in the Bible[footnoteRef:1] as a guide of prayers in Scripture, the book you are holding focuses on 40 events or prayers in scripture as a guide for how, when and why we should pray. I have attempted to be sensitive to the time available in our lives and have not included long passages of Scripture each day. Members and Friends of Friendship Community Church are already fully engaged in Bible reading as we are in the middle of our third time through the entire Bible, reading the entire Bible each year. We gather once a week, to discuss what we have read the previous week. Sensitive to the time that study and the study for the other Bible studies shared each week at Friendship Community Church, these reading are intended to be short and to the point. Focusing on a specific aspect related to prayer along with some suggested items to pray for that day.  [1:  James E. Rosscup, An Exposition on Prayer in the Bible: Igniting the Fuel to Flame Our Communication with God (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2008).] 

Thank you for taking the time to read this introduction, but more importantly for reading God’s Word and communicating with God through prayer. It will change how you relate to God and to others.

Dr. Rich Schnieders
Pastor;
Friendship Community Church
Fort Myer, FL 
March 2015


[bookmark: _Toc416860966]

Day 1:	Genesis 3:1-19
[bookmark: _Toc413236648][bookmark: _Toc413236786][bookmark: _Toc416860967]Subject:	Confession & Forgiveness
Synopsis:	We see in the text here the deception of Eve by Satan. Satan deceived Eve through a distortion of the Word of God, given to Adam concerning their life in the garden. Eve succumbed to the deception and ate from the fruit of the Tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil. She accepted the deceit of Satan and then gave the fruit to her husband Adam who willingly followed his wife into sin. He abdicated his role of spiritual leader. This plunged humanity into sin and the world into a fallen state. 
Adam & Eve his themselves in the garden from God. They sewed leaves together to make a covering of their nakedness. A discourse soon follows between Adam and God in the garden. During this discourse we see a halfhearted confession by Adam. We see punishment being given to Adam & Eve and then grace from God in the sacrifice of animals and the clothes of animal skin. 
Confession is the beginning of our conversation (prayer) with God. We must confront our sin and confess it to God, expecting His grace and mercy. Don’t only partially confess and blame someone else, as Adam did. Confess your sins, all your sins before God and begin your conversation with God with a clean heart.
Pray:		Confess your sins to God
		Expect God’s grace and mercy
		Fellowship with God with a clean heart
		Thank God for your forgiveness and salvation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc413236649][bookmark: _Toc413236787][bookmark: _Toc416860968]Day 2:	Genesis 4:25-26
[bookmark: _Toc413236650][bookmark: _Toc413236788][bookmark: _Toc416860969]Subject:	Thanksgiving	 
Synopsis:	Cain had killed Able and was banished. Adam & Eve have another son, Seth, who also has a son, Enosh. Adam & Eve recognized that God has appointed to them to have another son. A son who was part of the promise of Genesis 3:15 and the future salvation given by God. Recognizing the work of God to preserve His promise of Genesis 3:15 was a form of thanksgiving. Thankful for a son to replace the dead Able and to replace the outcast Cain. A son with a future promised by God. God is the giver of life. The name Enosh, Seth’s son, means mortal man. God promise of salvation was being passed through mortal man. Adam & Eve were thankful to God for the promise He had made and for the way He was keeping it.  	 
Pray:	Thank God for the gift of salvation, through moral man, the son of God, Jesus Christ.		 
	Thank God for your life, your past, your future, and for the works God has prepared for you.
	Thank God for your family.
	Thank God for His Word, the Bible.
	Thank God for your church which preaches and teaches the Word of God
	
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc413236651][bookmark: _Toc413236789][bookmark: _Toc416860970]Day 3:	Genesis 8:15-20	 
[bookmark: _Toc413236652][bookmark: _Toc413236790][bookmark: _Toc416860971]Subject:	Worship
Synopsis:	Upon the landing of the ark following the recession of the waters of the global flood Noah and his family exited the ark on dry ground. God has preserved these eight people to again repopulate the world. Noah’s first action upon exiting the ark was to build an altar to the Lord and offered upon that altar a sacrifice of every clean animal to the Lord. While not specifically a verbal prayer this altar and sacrifice was still prayer. It was worship of God for His protection, salvation and provision. Noah worshiped God as his first action following God’s protection and provision. Worship should also be our response to the work of God in our lives.
Pray:		Worship God the creator/sustainer of the universe
Worship God as the sovereign, holy, just and righteous ruler of the universe
Worship God, the standard from which all other standards are derived
Worship God His plan of Salvation which included you
Worship God that despite His majesty He knows and loves you		
Worship God for bringing you to Friendship Community Church
[bookmark: _GoBack]____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________		



[bookmark: _Toc413236653][bookmark: _Toc413236791][bookmark: _Toc416860972]Day 4:	Genesis 17:15-21 
[bookmark: _Toc413236654][bookmark: _Toc413236792][bookmark: _Toc416860973]Subject:	Doubt in Prayer	  	 
Synopsis:	God had just told Abraham that his old wife Sarah would have a baby boy, despite her age. Abraham fell on his face and laughed before God, doubting that a baby would be born to an old man and an old woman. Not only did Abraham doubt God, he even suggested a better plan to God (at least in his mind it was better). 
Pray:		That you will see and accept God’s plan for you
		That you will have confidence in the plan God has for you
		That you will follow God’s plan for you
		Confess your doubt
		Trust God	



[bookmark: _Toc413236655][bookmark: _Toc413236793][bookmark: _Toc416860974]Day 5:	Exodus 2:23		 
[bookmark: _Toc413236656][bookmark: _Toc413236794][bookmark: _Toc416860975]Subject:	Cry for Help  	 
Synopsis:	Joseph had become the Prime Minister of Egypt, saved Egypt and his family from famine. His father, Jacob, Joseph’s brothers and families had come to Egypt during the famine and settled in the Land of Goshen. 400 years later the descendants of Jacob had become a large people group and were now slaves of Egypt. They cried out to God because of their bondage. The prayed for deliverance. God heard their cry and began the process of their exodus.
Pray:	Pray for deliverance from the things that have placed you in bondage. It maybe sports, work, money, fleshly lust or desires. Whatever keeps you from totally and completely serving the Lord has you in a form of bondage.	
	Recognize God’s mercy in delivering you from that bondage.
	Thank God for delivering you.
	Worship God for His might power.



[bookmark: _Toc413236657][bookmark: _Toc413236795][bookmark: _Toc416860976]Day 6:	Exodus 3:1-4 
[bookmark: _Toc413236658][bookmark: _Toc413236796][bookmark: _Toc416860977]Subject:	Availability	  	 
Synopsis:	The descendants of Jacob had cried out to God from their bondage in Egypt. God had been preparing Moses to be the agent of delivery for God’s chosen people, but Moses did not yet know this. Moses grew up in the house the Egyptian Pharaoh but fled after he killed a man. Moses did not know he was chosen by God to lead the descendants of Jacob out of Egypt, he was now just a shepherd. 
	We see in our reading today that god appeared to Moses in a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire. When Moses turned from seeing the burning bush, recognizing it as a mighty sight, God called to Moses. Moses response: “Here I am”. Moses heard the call of God to him and gave his immediate attention to God. We should always recognize our first and immediate response to the call of God in our lives is to give God our attention and to respond.	 
Pray:	Pray today for God’s call in your life. That you have already heard it and know what it is, or that you will hear it. 
	That your response to the call of God in your life is “here I am”. 
	Thank God that He is mighty God, able to perform miracles to prepare you to heed His call. 
	Thank God for how He has already prepared you to heed His call.



[bookmark: _Toc413236659][bookmark: _Toc413236797][bookmark: _Toc416860978]Day 7:	Numbers 21:4-9		 
[bookmark: _Toc413236660][bookmark: _Toc413236798][bookmark: _Toc416860979]Subject:	Prayer for Healing
Synopsis:	Even though the wondering Israelites had seen the mighty hand of God in His protection of the people as they crossed the Red Sea on dry ground and then saw the Egyptians die in the water, as well as the provision of food and water in the wilderness. Despite these blessings the Israelites grumbled and complained. These complaints were met with fiery serpents which tormented the camp.
	While in the midst of pain of the fiery serpents Israel came before Moses, confessing their sin and praying for God to take away the snakes. Moses prayed to God for deliverance of the people. God told Moses to construct a bronze fiery serpent and place it pole for the people to see. When they were bitten by a snake all they had to do was to look at the bronze serpent on the pole for healing. 
 Pray:		Pray that you recognize the effects of sin in your life
Pray For healing for the effects of sin in your life
Pray for healing in your spiritual life


[bookmark: _Toc413236661][bookmark: _Toc413236799][bookmark: _Toc416860980]Day 8:	Deuteronomy 32	 
[bookmark: _Toc413236662][bookmark: _Toc413236800][bookmark: _Toc416860981]Subject:	Prayer through a song
Synopsis:	God told Moses to write the song He would give to him and give it to the people of Israel. (Deut 31:19) The song is in the form of a rîb which is “a literary form couched in language and forms stereotypical of legal proceedings”.[footnoteRef:2] The song deals with the agreement Israel had entered into with God and then violated. The song pointed out to Israel the agreement they had with God, how they violated it but God had not. The song was intended to be a tool to remind the people and reflect God in a good light among the people. It was also a tool for the people to use to teach their children and subsequent generations.  [2:  Allen C. Myers, The Eerdmans Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1987), 646.] 

Pray:	Utilize your favorite praise or worship song and pray through it, while listening to it worshiping God. 
	As you listen to praise and worship music pray for God to move your heart in true worship of God.
	Allow your heart to be filled with adoration and praise of God for His mighty power, His majesty, His love, His mercy.
	Allow your music to be a tool for you to reach out to others about the almighty God, His power, majesty, love, and His mercy 



[bookmark: _Toc413236663][bookmark: _Toc413236801][bookmark: _Toc416860982]Day 9:	Joshua 7:1-15 
[bookmark: _Toc413236664][bookmark: _Toc413236802][bookmark: _Toc416860983]Subject:	Prayer for what concerns God	 
Synopsis:	In the early stages of the conquest of Canaan God had apparently told Israel through Joshua that the spoils of the battle of Jericho were dedicated to Him and Him alone. This is perfectly in keeping with the principle of First Fruits God had established in the law during the years of wilderness wondering. Achan chose to disregard God’s direction and kept for himself some of the booty. This led to a defeat of Israel in the first battle of AI. 
Joshua and other leaders of the people prayed before God, tearing the clothes in anguish before Him, sprinkling dust on their heads. Actions which showed their grief before God. Joshua prayed for God to show him why God had brought them across the river. He prayed for direction and guidance. He prayed for God to reveal to him how to deal with the people who refused to fight. 
God responded to the prayer of Joshua and the other leaders by telling them to get up off of their face. God told Joshua that Israel had sinned and violated the covenant agreement between them and God. Sanctify the people and deal with the sin in the middle of the camp. 
Joshua prayed that he would know the heart of God, that he would deal with the things that offend God and violate His character. We as Christians must do the same thing. We need to recognize what offends God, what violates His character. We need to stand in opposition to it and seek God’s direction.
Pray:		Pray that today you will be passionate about what God is passionate about. 
Pray that you will recognize the sin in your own camp and deal with it as a violation of the character of God.	
Pray for wisdom in dealing those around you.
Pray that you are always sensitive to God’s character in your own life.



[bookmark: _Toc413236665][bookmark: _Toc413236803][bookmark: _Toc416860984]Day 10:	Judges 6:11-24
[bookmark: _Toc413236666][bookmark: _Toc413236804][bookmark: _Toc416860985]Subject:	Prayer as an ongoing Conversation with God  	 
Synopsis:	Gideon was threshing grain in a winepress, not where it is normally done, to hide from the Midianites who were harassing and attacking Israel. We see in the text an encounter between Gideon and the pre-incarnate Jesus (the Angel of the Lord). Jesus tells Gideon that the Lord is with them, to which Gideon promptly replies “if the Lord is with us then why has this happened to us, where are the miracles we have been told about?” 
The Lord responds to Gideon by telling Gideon and the men of Israel to go in strength they have to save Israel. 
Gideon responds with a question to the Lord. “How can I deliver Israel, my family is the weakest in Manasseh and I am the youngest in my family?”
The Lord responds that He will be with them and they will defeat the Midianites, as though they were only one man. 
Gideon than asks for a sign that he actually has found favor in the sight of God. He firsts demands that the Lord not leave until Gideon can bring a sacrifice before Him. To which the Lord replies that He will wait for Gideon. Gideon prepares a large offering including a young goat for the Lord. 
The Lord tells Gideon to take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay it on a particular rock, pouring the brother Gideon had mad on it. The Lord touched the rock with the end of His staff and fire came up out of the rock and consumed the offering. Then the Lord departed. 
Gideon now realizes that he was talking with the Lord Himself. He praised God for allowing him to see the Lord face to face. To which the Lord responded that He is with Gideon and to not fear he would not die. 
Gideon carried on a conversation over a period of days with God. In effect, a continuous prayer.
Pray:		That today you have an attitude of prayer all day.
		That you remain in constant communication 



[bookmark: _Toc416860986]Day 11:	1 Samuel 12	 
[bookmark: _Toc416860987]Subject:	Praying to Avoid Sin	  	 
Synopsis:	Saul had just been coroneted King of Israel and Samuel, the Prophet of God speaks to the nation, recorded in 1st Samuel chapter 12. There are several specific mentions of prayer in this message, VSS 7,10,17,19, and 23. Israel had demanded from God a king like the other nations around them. They rejected the idea that God was their king. Samuel reminds them of their rejection of God in demanding a king. He also reminds them of their agreement to be obedient to God and as long as they are obedient God will bless them. Samuel then states in verse 23 “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against Lord by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way”. Samuel, as a spiritual leader of the people of Israel, recognized it as sin to not pray for the obedience of the people. The faithful leader prayer for his people and also teaches them how to be obedient. 
Pray:		Pray for your obedience before God
		Pray for the obedience of others in the church
Pray for the leadership of Friendship Community Church that they will be obedient to God in praying and leading the congregation.
	



[bookmark: _Toc416860988]Day 12:	2 Samuel 2:5-6	 
[bookmark: _Toc416860989]Subject:	Prayer of Blessing   	 
Synopsis:	King Saul was now dead and David has been coroneted King.  David sent messengers to the people of Jabesh Gilead for the kindness they showed in the burial of King Saul. David prayed for them a blessing involving kindness from God. David also told them that he also display kindness to them. 
Pray:		Pray for your friends that God may show His kindness to them
Pray for your coworkers, neighbors, classmates etc. that they may experience the kindness of God
Seek to demonstrate God’s kindness to those around you today



[bookmark: _Toc416860990]Day 13:	2 Samuel 22	 
[bookmark: _Toc416860991]Subject:	Prayer as Praise of God 
Synopsis:	King David is nearing death after a life that was filled with blessing, trouble, victory, defeat, love and loss. Verse 1 tells us that King David prayed almost the entirety of chapter 22 to God. In his prayer he expressed that God is his rock, fortress and deliverer. He expressed his faith and trust in God. He also said God was worthy of his praise. David goes to recount some of his ups and downs in life as he praised God in his prayer. 
Pray:		Praise God today for who He is
		Praise God today to His provision for you
		Praise God today for the salvation He has given to you
		Praise God His protection of you throughout your life		



[bookmark: _Toc416860992]Day 14:	1 Kings 3:5-15		 
[bookmark: _Toc416860993]Subject:	Pray for Wisdom 	 
Synopsis:	Solomon, David’s son is crowned King at the death of David. God appears to Solomon in a dream and tells him to ask God for He would give to him. Solomon recognized he alone could not compare to his father David. He did not have the experience or abilities his father had. Solomon appealed to God for an “understanding heart to judge God’s people”. Wisdom which was clearly needed as he had already formed an alliance with Egypt for protection. The alliance included marrying the daughter of Pharaoh, the first of many foreign God who would eventually lead Solomon from God. Solomon could have asked for riches or recognition, but he did not. Prayer is to be offered in tune with God’s heart and not simply to ask for what we want. As a result of his prayer for discernment and judgment God give him wisdom, and also gave him riches and recognition. 
Pray:		Pray today that you will have discernment in your personal, family, and social life
Pray that you will make decisions today that reflect God’s heart and not your own desires
Pray today for wisdom as you deal with challenges and difficulties
Pray today for the ability to see God’s heart in every situation



[bookmark: _Toc416860994]Day 15:	1 Chronicles 14:10, 14	 
[bookmark: _Toc416860995]Subject:	Pray for Guidance  	 
Synopsis:	David was anointed King over Israel. The Philistines had been giving Israel trouble for years and continued to make incursions into Israel after David was coroneted King. David inquired from God direction if he should take the battle to the Philistines. David also asked God if God would deliver them into his hand. God’s response to David was that He would deliver the Philistines into his hands. God clearly tells David to go to battle with the Philistines. 
David did not ask God ambiguous question. He was specific in his requests to God. God responded clearly and with direction.
Pray:		Seek from God direction by asking specifically what you should do
Don’t attempt to make you request ambiguous or open ended, speak to God with specifics
Pray for direction from God for issues you are dealing with




[bookmark: _Toc416860996]Day 16:	2 Chronicles 14:11-15	 
[bookmark: _Toc416860997]Subject:	Prayer Against Great Odds	  	 
Synopsis:	King Asa sought to lead Judah in following God as shown in 2 Chron 14:2. King Asa faced the invasion of Judah by a large invasion force from Ethiopia which included a million soldiers and 300 chariots. An overwhelming force that seemed sure to defeat the forces of Judah. King Asa recognized the power of the Lord to protect them and give them the ability to defeat the Ethiopian forces. He prayed for deliverance while praising God for His power. God defeated the Ethiopian forces leaving them in such disarray they could not rebuild their force. God provided to the Judean forces victory and land in conquest. What seemed impossible became possible through the prayer of a righteous King.   
Pray:		Pray that today you will recognize the power of God
Pray that today you will see God’s power at work to make the impossible possible.
Pray that today you seek God when it appears like everything is collapsing around you



[bookmark: _Toc416860998]Day 17:	Ezra 6:10	 
[bookmark: _Toc416860999]Subject:	Pray for Your Leaders  	 
Synopsis:	King Darius had given his consent for the Jews to return to Israel and rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. As part of the decree King Darius provided funds from his own treasury to pay for the material to rebuild the temple. He also provided animals for the sacrifices. He also states in the decree that he was giving these things to the priests so that they could offer pleasing sacrifices to God and that they would pray for the king and his sons. 
This should remind us that we need to pray for our civil leaders on all levels of government. From the local government, including public safety officials, legislative and judicial. Also on the state and national level. While we may not always agree with their actions or their morality we are to pray for them. Both for their safety and for their salvation so that they receive the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and begin to modify their morality to more in keeping with God’s character.
Pray:	Pray for the Executive branch of the Federal government, beginning with the President, his staff and executive officials
	Pray for the US Senate and the US Congress
	Pray for the Federal Judicial branch including the 9 Supreme Court Justices
	Pray for the State Executive branch
	Pray for the State Legislative branch
	Pray for the State Judicial branch
	Pray for local officials including law enforcement, fire/rescue, EMS as well as other local governmental services




[bookmark: _Toc416861000]Day 18:	Nehemiah 2:4	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861001]Subject:	A Spur of the Moment Prayer	  	 
Synopsis:	Nehemiah, a Jewish man who served as the cup bearer to King Artaxerxes, King of Persia. The relationship between the King and the cup bearer was a close one as the cup bearer was with the King most of the time. He became a confidant and advisor, if only in an unofficial capacity. On this particular day Nehemiah was depressed and it was clearly visible to those around him. Nehemiah had just heard about the condition of Jerusalem. The wall around the city was down and the gates were burned with fire. As soon as Nehemiah heard this he sat down and cried over his beloved city of Jerusalem. He mourned, fasted and prayed. For at least 4 months he prayed and mourned.
The king observed that Nehemiah was depressed and asked the problem was. His response, in fear of the king was, why should I not be sad since my home town lies in ruins and its gates destroyed by fire. The king asked Nehemiah what he wanted. It was in that moment, without warning, without preparation that Nehemiah had to opportunity to do something for Jerusalem. He did not have much time to craft a speech or a plan. He only had time for a quick prayer. He then immediately told the king what he desired. 
The principle we need to see from this account is that quick prayers are good when they are proceeded by sufficient prayer beforehand. Our life should be characterized by prayer, constant communication with God so that those quick prayers, at the spur of the moment, are consistent with our relationship with God.
Pray:		Pray today for God’s work in your life
		Pray that today you will be prepared for that spur of the moment event
		Pray that you have a consistent pattern of communication with God
		Pray that you recognize the times you need “quick prayer”


[bookmark: _Toc416861002]Day 19:	Job 5:8-9		 
[bookmark: _Toc416861003]Subject:	Seek God’s Greatness in Prayer	 
Synopsis:	Job is dealing with disaster in his life and does not know why it is happening. His friends provide him with counsel and advice. Most often this counsel and advice is not good, but occasionally it is of value. This is one of those occasions. Eliphaz is responding to Job and gives him direction to seek God recognizing that God does great and unsearchable things. In the midst of great tragedy, Eliphaz recommended that Job seek God and expect Him to perform some miraculous event in the life of Job.
We need to recognize that in the middle of tragedy God often accomplishes great things. When things look bleak and maybe even nearing the end, God often displays His power, grace and mercy with fantastic might deeds that serve to bring glory to Him alone. We need to recognize that our tragic events may be occasions to glorify God the most. 
Pray:		Pray today for God to work through any tragedy you face 
		Pray that you will expect great things from God in the midst of tragedy
Pray that today you are prepared to assist others in seeing the hand of God in tragedy
Pray that you are always ready to see God work




[bookmark: _Toc416861004]Day 20:	Psalm 16 
[bookmark: _Toc416861005]Subject:	Pray for God’s Protection	  	 
Synopsis:	In this Psalm of David we see a celebration of joy in the fellowship that he enjoys with God. His relationship with God, based upon his faith in God, gave him comfort and peace, even in the face of death. 
Pray:		Pray today for God’s protection of yourself and your family
		Pray also for God’s protection of your church
		Pray today in worship of God for His protection of His people



[bookmark: _Toc416861006]Day 21:	Psalm 95	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861007]Subject:	A Prayer of Praise	  	 
Synopsis:	The author of this Psalm is unknown. Whoever the author is he is directing readers to worship God who is the rock of our salvation. He directs his readers to give thanksgiving and praise to God. 
The author also encourages his readers to not repeat their ancestor’s unbelief which cost them their access to the land. He reminds his readers that God will care for His people but their continual violation of their covenant with God will eventually lead to punishment from God, as happened with their ancestors. 
Pray:		Praise God today for the blessings He has given to you, your family and friends
		Praise God today for your church and the work God is doing through the church
		Praise God for your salvation
Praise God for the things He has brought you through and the lessons he has taught you.



[bookmark: _Toc416861008]Day 22:	Psalm 148	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861009]Subject:	Praise God for Creation  	 
Synopsis:	Another Psalm from an unknown author. This Psalm directs the reader to praise God for His creation, including the angels, the sun moon and stars, all the creatures on the earth, and all of creation. We so often take for granted the world we live in. We do not think about how complicated the world is and yet how perfectly in sync it is. Creation demonstrates the hand of God actively involved in the world. 
Pray:		Praise God today for the world we live in
Praise God for the specific environment we live in and how it all functions together 
Praise God that He did not create, sit back and watch, He remains involved all the time
Praise God for His protection and preservation of His creation


[bookmark: _Toc416861010]Day 23:	Proverbs 2:1-5	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861011]Subject:	Pray to Know God’s Will  	 
Synopsis:	The Book of Proverbs is a collection of Proverbs which focus on character and conduct. The intent of the author of the Book is to present short sayings which aid in living a wise living which in the same as righteous living. 
In this portion of Proverbs chapter 2 Solomon is giving instructions for his readers to listen to his words and take direction and as a result they will ultimately obtain the will of God. But Solomon is clear that the quest for knowing the will of God has to be as intense as a search for treasure and wealth. After all, abiding in the will of God is as valuable as treasure and wealth.
Pray:	Pray today that you will pay attention to the direction of God and understand His will for your life
	Pray that your days are filled with the quest to know God’s will and to follow it
	Pray for understanding of what God is doing in your life to give you direction 
	Pray that the leadership of Friendship Community Church will seek and follow God’s direction
	Pray that your heart is solely focused on hearing from God and following His direction





[bookmark: _Toc416861012]Day 24:	Isaiah 33:2 
[bookmark: _Toc416861013]Subject:	Pray for Strength  	 
Synopsis:	The prophet Isaiah, waiting on God to move and make His will and direction known prays for God to be gracious to them, and to provide them His arm in the morning. The statement “Be our arm this morning” seems to be a request for God strength to be provided to Isaiah and the small remnant of people still following God. They needed God’s power and strength to deal with the troubles of the day, to remain faithful to God and to live honoring God. Isaiah also recognized that God was their provider of salvation; they could not earn it or keep the law and obtain it, it came from God alone.
Pray:		Pray today for God to give you strength to live a life honoring to Him
		Pray today that your recognize the power of God at work in the world today
Pray today for your church and her need for the strength of God to remain faithful in the preaching and teaching of the Word of God
Pray today for the strength to reach out to others who need to know the truth about salvation



[bookmark: _Toc416861014]Day 25:	Isaiah 51:3; 9	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861015]Subject:	Prayer Celebrating God’s Comfort  	 
Synopsis:	Only a small remnant of Israel was still following God. Isaiah recognizes that God was providing to them comfort in the midst of the chaos and turmoil of the day. In earlier verses, Isaiah appeals to the remnant that they remember their origins and how God has provided for them. By looking origins and history, Isaiah anticipated that they would be encouraged. Isaiah also wanted the remnant to see that God is providing for them comfort in turning their wasteland into lush greenspace, was providing them joy and song. It is only when we are engaged with God that we can see all that God provides and all the comfort He gives.
Pray:		Pray today that you will feel God’s comfort
		Pray today that you will recognize all that is provided by God
Pray today for your church to feel the hand of God as we seek His direction in our growth, spiritual and physical
Pray today for those around you that you may be able to share the comfort of God them
Pray today that God’s comfort will make you able to feel His love and give you a desire to share it



[bookmark: _Toc416861016]Day 26:	Jeremiah 7:13; 16	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861017]Subject:	When God says “Stop Praying”	 
Synopsis:	God tells Jeremiah to stop praying for the Israelites because of the majorities insistence on continuing in a state of sin.  God tells Jeremiah three times in the book of Jeremiah to stop praying for Israel. (7:13; 11:14; 14:11) Earlier in chapter 7 Jeremiah gives a call to repentance to the people of Israel. He is speaking from the steps of the temple as people come and go. He announced to them that judgment was coming, but they walked past and rejected the message of Jeremiah and from God. Because the people had lived for so long in a state of rejection from God, God’s extension of grace and mercy had been withdrawn and judgement was about to come. When judgement was imminent, a positive response to Jeremiah’s prayer was no longer possible and God told him to stop praying for Israel. Judgement was about to come.    
Pray:		Pray today for our country so that judgment might be averted
Pray today for people you know, work with, go to school with, are neighbors of, etc., that they may turn to God avert God’s judgement
Pray to that you may make a difference in the lives of people with the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ
Pray for your church in presenting the gospel and seeing more people come to know jesus Christ
Pray that you never are told by God to stop praying for anyone


[bookmark: _Toc416861018]Day 27:	Jeremiah 29:10-14	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861019]Subject:	Prayer that fits into God’s Plan  	 
Synopsis:	Judgement of the people of Israel had already occurred. Judgment of Judah was soon to occur. Jeremiah here received a prophecy concerning the length of time Judah would be held captive in Babylon. After being held captive for 70 years, they would be freed to return to Jerusalem. God had the plan all worked out and provided just a few of the details to Jeremiah to give to the people. During the time of exile Jeremiah provides direction to the people that they are to pray for God’s direction, to pray for strength in dealing with life in exile, to pray for God to restore His land.  
Pray:		Pray today that you will see God’s plan for your life
		Pray today that your church will see the direction God has given for the church
		Pray today for strength in living in a land that rejects God
Pray today that God will restore the United States and her influence around the world
Pray today that we remain in the center of God’s plan




[bookmark: _Toc416861020]Day 28:	Lamentations 5	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861021]Subject:	Pray Seeking God’s Mercy  	 
Synopsis:	Jeremiah writes the book of Lamentations as an eyewitness to the judgement by God of Judah. He saw Judah carried off into captivity in Babylon. He recognized the punishment and judgement that Judah was going through. He saw the need for mercy from God to the people of Judah.  
Pray:		Pray today that you will demonstrate God’s mercy
		Pray today for God’s mercy on America
Pray today that your church will lead the charge in demonstrating mercy to the world around us



[bookmark: _Toc416861022]Day 29:	Ezekiel 4:14	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861023]Subject:	Reasoning with God in Prayer  	 
Synopsis:	Ezekiel is commanded by God to teach by using some object lessons, which were designed to reveal the hardship of the Babylonian captivity. This is not really what Ezekiel wanted to do. So in this chapter Ezekiel respectfully reasons with God about it. While Ezekiel reasoned with God he did not reject the direction of God nor did he refuse to obey God. It would seem to be healthy in a relationship to acknowledge when a direction is confusing or does not make sense as long as that acknowledgment does not include disobedience or a rejection of God’s direction.  
Pray:		Pray today that you understand the direction of God
Talk to God today about any confusion or understanding you may have concerning God’s direction in your life. Do not refuse to obey but seek clarification from God
Pray that the leadership of FCC will understand God’s direction and if not we seek clarification from God
Pray that FCC leadership will respond to the direction of God



[bookmark: _Toc416861024]Day 30:	Daniel 2:17-23	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861025]Subject:	Pray as an S.O.S. in Crisis  	 
Synopsis:	Daniel and three of his friends and associates had been taken captive. It was observed in them that they had wisdom and were given the responsibility of being wise men in the court of Babylon. Through the providence of God the King, Nebuchadnezzar had a dream which none of the other wise men could interpret. The King was willing to kill the entire group of wise men if no one could interpret the dream. When Daniel learned of the situation he returned to the home, he shared with his three friends the situation. Daniel and his friends prayed to God for direction and for answer to the dream of the King. God provided direction and an interpretation of the dream which resulted in the wise men being protected and Daniel being promoted to a position where he could have a greater influence on the kingdom. 
Pray:		Pray today for God’s direction in the face of difficult decisions you have to make
Pray today that the leadership of FCC will make decisions based upon the direction of God and His strength
Pray that your first response to trouble is to seek God’s council
Pray that you will recognize the times you need God’s protection and strength 



[bookmark: _Toc416861026]Day 31:	Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27-28	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861027]Subject:	Pray for your Enemies 	 
Synopsis:	During the “Sermon on the Mount”, Jesus relates to His followers that prayer should be offered, even for those who are hostile to you. Jesus was certainly familiar by experience with opposition. In order to pray for those who persecute you it requires the supernatural grace that is received through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit of the Christian. Prayer for those who persecute should include prayer for their salvation, their forgiveness, and prayer for their restoration. We must also ask for prayer for ourselves in dealing with people that persecute us and our forgiveness of them.
Pray:		Pray for those who cause us trouble in our workplace
		Pray for those who may be troublesome neighbors
Pray for those who oppose the gospel message, that they will see the error of their ways and seek God
Pray for the leadership of FCC that they will stand strong against the power of the Devil 
Pray that the leadership of FCC will look for ways to present the gospel to to those who have opposed the gospel in the past
	



[bookmark: _Toc416861028]Day 32:	John 12:20-36	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861029]Subject:	Prayer for God to be Glorified  	 
Synopsis:	This passage records Jesus’ last trip to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. In Jerusalem leading up to the feast were some people that John describes as Hellenists or Greeks. They may have been Jewish proselytes who had come to Jerusalem for the feast as part of their conversion. When they heard of Jesus and His entry into Jerusalem (Triumphal Entry) they wanted to see Jesus. When Jesus was asked about those who wanted to see Him He utilized the occasion to teach about what would come after His death, burial and resurrection. He taught that they would not understand now but eventually they would. Jesus would be glorified by being lifted up on the cross, suffering for the sins of the world. He would be buried and raised from the dead, eventually ascending into heaven where he will rule with the Father until His time to return and setup His kingdom on earth.  
Pray:		Pray today that you will glorify God
		Pray today that you will lead others in glorifying God
		Pray that Friendship Community Church will glorify God in everything we do
		Pray today that your actions will bring glory to God and not yourslef	



[bookmark: _Toc416861030]Day 33:	Acts 1:14, 24 
[bookmark: _Toc416861031]Subject:	Prayer for the Witness 
Synopsis:	The context of these two verses is the ascension of back into heaven. The Disciples had gathered at Jesus request. Jesus spoke with them just prior to ascending into heaven. He told them to remain in Jerusalem but to wait for what God the Father had promised the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Disciples asked if it was then He would be restoring the Kingdom to Israel. Still not knowing the eschatological time scale, they were assuming Jesus would be building His kingdom soon. 
Jesus provided for them little eschatological instruction but did tell them they would be receiving power through the coming of the Holy Spirit. This power would be providing them the ability to be witnesses for Jesus in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the remotest parts of the earth. 
Jesus then ascends and the Disciples return to the upper room together to wait as Jesus had instructed. Verse 14 tells us that they devoted themselves to prayer in agreement with each other. The disciples, along with several women were committed to obedience and devotion to the direction Jesus had given. That obedience and devotion led to prayer, constant prayer. The also used this time to replace the traitor Judas. They evaluated the men present and determined two would be suggested. They then turned to prayer to determine which one would be selected by God and appointed.
Pray:		Pray today for the opportunity to witness
		Pray for the courage to take the opportunity
		Pray today for our church to be dedicated to evangelism of the lost	
Pray for the outreach of the church here in Fort Myers, Florida, the United States and around the world




[bookmark: _Toc416861032]Day 34:	Acts 27:35	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861033]Subject:	Giving Thanks even in the middle of a Storm  	 
Synopsis:	Paul had been arrested in Jerusalem and had received a trial of sorts. As a Roman citizen he appealed to Caesar which meant he had to remain in custody and transported to Rome. The trip was difficult trying to head west late in the year when westerly travel was not advised. After considerable difficulty, it appeared they were getting close to Italy when they ran into a significant storm, which resulted in shipwreck after 14 days in the storm. Paul had been previously assured by the Holy Spirit that none of the crew or passengers would be lost if they remained with the ship. They could hear they were getting close to land. Since it was dark and they could not see they decided to throw out several anchors to hold them until they could see. Paul encouraged everyone to eat some of the food that remained. They had been 14 days in the storm and most had not eaten much during this time. He stopped everyone and took the time to pray for the food prior to eating of it. Following the prayer and the eating of the food, the crew prepared to beach the ship. 
Pray:		Pray today that you recognize the difficult times as opportunities to serve God
		Pray today that you trust God through the difficult times
Pray today that our church will provide care and security to those who find themselves in difficult situations		
Pray that our church and other God honoring churches weather the storms through prayer and obedience to God



[bookmark: _Toc416861034]Day 35:	Romans 7:25	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861035]Subject:	Thank God for His Grace  	 
Synopsis:	Chapter 7 of Paul’s letter to the Romans deals with the law and the Christian’s freedom from it. Throughout the chapter, Paul discusses the law and its impact on the Christian and the world. He also reminds us that law cannot save anyone and it never could. At the end of the chapter in verse 25, Paul thanks God for the salvation that comes through the blood of Jesus Christ, which then frees him to serve God. 
Pray:		Thank God today for your salvation
Thank God today that He has called you to be His servant and given you the power to serve Him
Pray that you will today serve God
Pray that our church will continue to serve God




[bookmark: _Toc416861036]Day 36:	Ephesians 2:18	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861037]Subject:	Access to the Father  	 
Synopsis:	The Apostle Paul writes to the people of the church in Ephesus. Throughout the book Paul talks about the grace of God provided to us, which gives us faith in Him. In chapter 2 he focuses on that faith and on Jesus Christ who provides us peace with the father (2:1417). Then in verse 18, Paul reminds us that through Jesus Christ we have access to the Father. No longer needing to appease God, no longer needing a priest, we have direct access to God the father.
Pray:	Thank God today that you have access to the throne room of God, to God Himself because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross
	Praise God that He hears and wants to hear our requests
	Pray for your church and her spiritual health and growth
	Pray today for your family and the needs they have



[bookmark: _Toc416861038]Day 37:	Philippians 1:19	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861039]Subject:	Depending on the Prayer of Others  	 
Synopsis:	The Apostle Paul in writing to the church in Philippi begins as he does most of his letters, with greetings and thanksgiving. He then moves to describing his ministry of preach the gospel in contrast to the ministry of others who are not serving God. Being challenged and harassed Paul recognizes that through the prayers of others and the Holy Spirit he will be delivered from the struggles he encounters. Prayer for Paul was a blessing to those that prayed. Paul was privileged to be prayed for and they were privileged to pray.
Pray:		Pray today for your church leaders
		Pray today for those who are spreading the gospel worldwide on your behalf
		Pray today for your own opportunity to spread the gospel
		Pray for those who are praying for you



[bookmark: _Toc416861040]Day 38:	First Timothy 2:1-7	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861041]Subject:	 Pray First 	 
Synopsis:	 Paul is writing to young Pastor Timothy who he had left in Ephesus to lead that congregation. Paul beings by talking about the grace of God, which leads to faith in Him. He warns Timothy about false teachers and even names two he excommunicated because they were so disruptive. Then in chapter 2, Paul begins to address how the body of Christ acts together. First, he addresses prayer, prayer for all men. All men includes kings and those in civil leadership. For the Ephesian Christians that meant they were being told to pray for the Roman Emperor, who at the time was Nero. A force counter to Christ and the church that did all he could to destroy the church. Paul tells them “First of all, then, I urge you to Pray”. First in time and first in priority. Prayer must be the priority of our relationship with God. Not just in which we ask God for stuff, prayer in communion and communication with God. Paul lists four kinds of prayer in the passage, Supplications, Prayers, Intercessions, and Thanksgivings. While not too  much should be made of Paul’s use of these 4 different words concerning prayer it does reflect that our prayer life should not be focused on our wants or needs, but should include others and worship and praise of God
Pray:		Pray today to thank God for calling you to be His child
		Pray today to thank God for all He has done for you
		Pray today for your church
		Pray today for your own needs
		Pray today for the needs of the people around you
		Pray today for the evangelistic efforts of all the people of your church



[bookmark: _Toc416861042]Day 39:	Hebrews 13:15	 
[bookmark: _Toc416861043]Subject:	Continual Sacrifice of Praise  	 
Synopsis:	The Author of the Book of Hebrews is in the process of concluding his letter and giving some closing instructions to his readers. He is focusing on the responsibility of the believer to praise God for the sacrifice of Jesus and the shedding of His blood, which provided us salvation. IN keeping with the idea of the New Covenant God wants from His people their fellowship and their praise and worship. So the Author of the Book of Hebrews directs us to off a sacrifice of praise rather than a sacrifice of animals. 
Pray:		Praise God today for calling you to be His child and the sacrifice of Jesus
		Praise God for the blessings of living in America and the freedoms you still have
		Praise God today for who He is and His character
Pray today that you will remain strong in the midst of difficult situations and still able to praise Him
Pray today that your church will remain committed to preaching the Word of God



[bookmark: _Toc416861044]Day 40:	First Peter 5:6-7	 
Subject:	Cast all your cares upon Him for He cares for You 
 	 
Synopsis:	Peter is partially quoting Psalm 55:22, he also partially interprets the verse in this verse. Peter is writing a general epistle, but he also appears to be writing specifically to the Romans.  Emperor Nero was making life difficult for Christians and may have burned the city down to make room for new building, blaming it on Christians. Peter tells the church to humble themselves or submit themselves to the powerful hand of God. In other words trusting God to protect them and care for them, Because He cares for them. Easy instructions to give, difficult instructions to live by, but essential to our life as a believer. We must trust God, no matter what the circumstances and no matter what happens.
Pray:	Pray today that you can turn over to God all your cares, recognizing that God cares for you
	Pray today that you do not pick back up any of your struggles you had previously given to God
	Pray today for your church and her needs
	Pray today for your own evangelistic efforts that they are directed by God



	
